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CHAPTER I. 

« He codd not deny, thitf; 1ooIhi« round upon the dfttuy «. 

«K», ""d seeiiig nothing but Weak fieW,, and naked tree* 
hflh ob«Mred by fog% and flats covered with inundatiZ! 
he did for some time suifer melancholy to prevail upon him. 
tnd wished himself again safe ift home." 

It was in the beginning of the month of 
November, 17—, when a young English 
gentleman, whohad just left the university 
of Oxford, made use of the liberty afforded 
him to visit some parts of the north of Eng- 
land ; and curiosity extended his tour into 
the adjacent frontier of the sister country. 
He had visited, upon the day that opens 
our history^ some monastic ruins in the 
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trounty of Dumfties, and spent much of the 
day in maJitng dttNHngs of them from dif- 
ferent points ; so that; upon' mounting his 
horse to resume his journey, the brief and 
gloomy twilight of the senson had already 
commenced. His way lay through a wide 
track of black moss/ extending for miles 
on each side an4 before him. Little emi- 
nences arose like islands on its surface, 
hearing h^e aad there ^patches of corn, 
irhtdi even at this season was greeB, and 
aometimes a hut/ or farm-house, shaded 
hy a willow or two, and surrounded by 
large elder»buahes« These insulated dwell* 
ings communicated with each other by 
binding passages through the moss, im<" 
passable by any but the natiytts thena* 
selves. The jiublic road, however, was to* 
lerably well made and safei so that the pro- 
spect of being benighted brought with it 
BO real dangen Still it is uncomfortable to 
tj'avel, alone and in the dark, through aa 
unknown country, and there are few or- 
dinary occasions upon which Fancy frets 
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herself so mttch as m a situitkm like that 

of ManiieTNig.. 

As the light grew^ fai»t and more fainC^ 
and the morai^ ^appeared blacker and 
blacker, our traveller questioned more 
closely eabh chance passenger upon his 
distance from the village of Kippletringan, 
where he proposed to quarterfor the night; 
His queries cVrercosaally answered by a* 
Gouator^challenge respecting the place from 
whence he came. While sufficient day-light 
remained to shew, the dress and appearance 
of a gentieman, these cross interrogator 
ries were usually; put in the ibrm of a case 
supposed, as>. ^* Ye'll hae he^n at the aul4 
abbey o' Haly cross» sir i there's mony 
English gentlemen gang to see that"*^ 
Or^ ^^ Your honour will be come frae the 
house o' Fouderloap^t ?" But when the 
voice of the querist abne was distinguish* 
able> the response usually was, ^' Where 
are ye coining frae at sick a time o' night 
as the like o* this P'— or, ** Yell no be o* 
tbb country^ freend V The answers^ when 
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obtainedi were neither very reconcileable 
to each other, nor accurate in the infonna* 
tion which they afforded. Kippletringan 
was distant at £rst '^ a gay bit }'' then the 
'^ g€iy bk"* was more accurately described, 
as ** mbUns three mile ;" then the ^' three 
ndk^^ diminished into *^ like a mile and a 
hittock;^* then extended themselves into 
f^Jbur mUe or thereawa ;" and, lastly, a fe- 
male voice having hushed a wailing infant 
which the spokeswoman carried in her 
arms, assured Guy Mannering, ^^ It was a 
weary lairg gate yet to Kippletringan, ftiid 
unco heavy road for foot passengers/f The 
poor back upon which .Mannering was 
mounted was probably of opinion that it 
suited him as ill as the female respondent ; 
he began to flag very much» answered each 
application of the spur with a groan, and 
stumbled at every stone (and they were 
not few) which lay in his road. 

Mannering . now grew impatient. He 
was occasionally betrayed into a deceitful 
hope that the end of his journey was near, 
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by the apparitioti of a twinkling light or 
two; but, as he came up, he was disap- 
pointed to find the gleams proceeded from 
some of those farm-houses which occasi- 
onally ornamented the surface of the ex- 
tensive bog. At length, to compleat his 
perplexity, he arrived at a place where the 
road divided into two. If there had been 
light to consult the reliques of a finger-post 
which stood there, it would have been of 
little avail, as, according to the good cus- 
torn of North Britain, the inscription had 
been defaced shortly after its erection. Our 
adventurer was therefore compelled, like a 
knight-errant of old, to trust to the saga- ^ 
city of his horse, ^whioh, without any de- 
mur, chose the left-hand path, and seemed 
to proceed at a somewhat livelier pace 
than formerly, affording thereby a hope 
that he knew he was drawing near to his 
quarters for the evening. This hope was 
not speedily accomplished, and Manner- 
ing, whose impatience made every furlong 
3eem three, began to think that Kipple- 
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tringan tiras actually retreating before )iiiq 
in proportion to his advance. 

It was now very cloudy, altbough the 
stars, from time to time, shed a twinkling 
suid uncertain light* Hitherto nothing had 
br()ken the silence around him, but the 
dpep cry of the bog-bUtter, or buU-of-the* 

' bog, t large species of bittern ; and th^ 
sighs of the wind as it passed along thi; 
dreary morass* Tq these was now join^ 
the distant roar of the ocean, towardil 
which the traveller seemed to be; fast ap* 
proaching. This was no circumstance to 
siake his mind easy. M^ny pf t'be roada 

'in that country lay along the sea-btaoh^' 
and were liable to be flooded by the tides^ 
which rise with great height, and advance 
with extreme rapidity. Others were in* 
tersected with creeks and small inletSi 
which it was only safe to .pass at particu-* 
lar times of the tide. Neither circumstance 
would have suited a dark night, a fatigued 
horse, and a traveller ignorant of his road. 
Mannering resolved,, therefore, definitive* 



Ty to halt for the night at the first in* 
habited place* however poor, he might 
chance to reacfa^ unless he could procure 
a guide to this unlucky village of Kipple- 
tringan. 

. A miserable hut g^ve him an opportu« 
nity to execute his purpose. He found 
cot the door with no small difficulty, and 
for some time knocked without producing: 
any other ansWer than a duett between a^ 
f^ale and a cur^dog, the latter yelping as 
if he would haire barked his heart out, the 
other screaming in chorus. By degrees 
the human tones predominated ; but the 
angry barkof the cur being at the instant 
changed into a howl, it is probable some- 
thing more than fair strength of lungs 
had contributed to the ascendancy. 

" Sorrow be in your thrapple than !" 
these were the first articulate words, ''will 
ye no let m^ hear what the msui wants, 
wi' your yaffing ?'* 

" Am I far from Kippletringan, good 
dame ?" 

A 2 
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'' Frae Kippletringan ^ ! !" in an exalted 
tone of wonder, which we can but faintly 
express by three points of admiration, 
*\ Owy man 1 ye should hae hadden easel to 
Kippletringan — ^ye maun gae back as far as 
the Whaap, and baud the Whaap till ye 
come to Ballenloan, and then*' — r 

*^ This will never do^ good dame t my 
horse is almost qiiite set up — can you not 
give me a night's lodgings ?** 

'' Troth can I no*— I am a lone woman, 
for James he's awa to Drumshourloch fair 
with the year«aulds, and I darna for my 
life open the door to ony o' youx gang«* 
there*out sort o' bodies." 

^^ fiut what must I do then, good dame h 
for I can't sleep here upon the road all 
night?" i 

'^ Troth, I ken na, unless ye like to gae 
down and speer for quarters at the Place. 
I'se warrant they'll t^ke ye in, whether ye 
be gentle or semple.** 

^^ Simple enough, to be wandering here 
at such a time of night," thought Manner-* 
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ing, who was ignomnt of the meaning of 
the phra«e ; " but how ahall I get to the 
place, as you call iti** 

" Ye maun hand XMstel by the end o' 
the loan, and take tent o* the jaw-hole." 

" O, if you get to<?<w/and K««tf/ again, 
I am undone !— Is there nobody that could 
guide" me to this place? I will pay him 
handsomely." 

The word pay operated like magic. 
** Jock, ye villain," exclaimed the voice 
from the interior, '< are ye lying routing 
there, and a young gentleman seeking the 
way to the Place ? Get up, ye fause loon,' 
and shew him the way down the muckle 
loaning.—Hell shew you the way, sir, 
and I'se warrant ye'll be weel put up ; for 
they never turn awa' naebody frae the 
door ; and ye'll be come in the canny mo- 
ment I'm thinking, for the laird's servant— 
that's no to say his body-servant, but the 
helper like— rade express by this e'en to 
fetch the houdie, and he just staid the 
drinking©' twa pints o' tippenny, to tell us 
how my leddy was ta'en wi* her pains." 
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" Perhaps,*" wd Ma&n«riiig» " at such 
a time a stranger's an ival might be: ii^ou- 
venient f '* 

** Hout, na»^ ye needna be blate about 
that ; their bouse is muckle eaeugh, aud 
decking time's aye canty. time/' 

fiy this time Jock bad found his way 
into all the intricacies of a ti^ttered dou- 
blet, aQd ©ore tattered pair of breeches, 
and sallied forth a great white*headed, 
bare-legged, lubberly boy of twelve year* 
old, so exhibited by the glimpse of a rush-* 
light, which bis half^i^aked motfaier held i^ 
such a manner as to. get a, pei^p at th«$ 
stranger, without greatly expofitng bejsdf, 
to view in return* Jock nn^ved oa we^t* 
ward, by the end of the house, leading Mash 
Bering's horse by the bridle, and piloting, 
with some dexterity, along the liAtle pftth 
which bordered the formidable jaw^hole, 
whose vicinity (be stranger was made sen- 
sible of by means of more organs than one* 
His guide then dragged the weary hack 
along a broken and stony csul«track, next 
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over a ploughed field* then broke dowB a 
skp^ as he called it, in a dry stone fence, and 
lugged the unresisting animal through the 
breach* about a rood of the simple mason* 
ry giving way in the splutter with which 
be passed. Finally, he led the way* through 
a wtcket» into something which had still 
the air of an arenue* though many of the 
trees were felled. The roar of the ocean 
was now near and full* and the moon* 
^hich began to make her appearance* 
gleamed otv a turreted and apparently a 
ruiaed mansion* of considerable extent* 
Mannering fixed his eyes upon it with a 
disconsolate sensation. 

" Why, my little fellow, this is a ruin* 
not a house ?" 

^^ Ah, but the lairds lived there lang* 
syne — that's £llengowan Auld Place; 
there's a hantle bogles about it— but ye 
needna be feared— I never saw ony mysell* 
and we're just at the door o' the New 
Place/' • 

Accordingly, leaving the ruins on the 
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right, a few steps brought the traveller ia 
front of a small modern house, at whix:h 
his guide rapped with great importance^ 
Mannering told his circumstances to the 
servant ; and the gentleman of the house, 
who heard his tale from the parlour, step- 
ped fbrvirard, and welcomed the stranger 
hospitably to Ellangowan, The boy, made 
happy with half-a-crown, was dismissed to 
his cottage, the weary horse was conduct^ 
ed to a stalU and Mannering found him- 
self in a few minutes seated by a comforts 
able supper, to which his cold ride gavt 
him a hearty appetite. 
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GHAPTER II. 

Comes me cranking iOf 
And cu$« me from the best of all my land, 
A hugp half-mQon» i^ mojastrous contle out 

Henry Fourth^ Part J. 

Th£ Goiqpany in the partour at Elian- 
gowan consisted of the Laird himself, and 
a sort of person who might be the village 
schoolmaster, or perhaps the minister's as- 
sistant ; his appearance was too shabby to 
indicate the minister, considering he was 
on a visit to the Laird. 

The Laird himself was one of those se- 
cond-rrate sort of persons, that ar6 to be 
found frequently iu rural situations. Field- 
ing has described one class as^ras con» 
sumere nati; but the love of field-sports 
indicates a certaia activity of mind, which 
bad forsaken Mr Bertram, if he ever pos- 

6 
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sessed it. A ^good-humoured Hstlessness" 
of countenance formed the only remark- 
able expression of his features, although 
they were rather handsome than otherwise. 
In fact, his physiognomy indicated the in- 
anity of character which pervaded his life. 
I will give the reader sora^e insight into 
his state and conversationj before He has 
fijiished a long lecture to Mannering, upoa< 
the propriety and comfort of wrapping his 
stirrupirifons round with a wisp of sffaw^ 
when he had occasion to side in a chill 
evening* 

Godfrey Bertram, of EUangowan^ suc- 
ceeded to a long pedigree and a short 
rent-roll, like, many lairds of that period; 
His list of forefathers ascended so high, 
that they were lost in the barharmis ages 
of Galwegian independence ; so that his 
genealogical tree, besides the Chris tiaix 
and crusading names of Godfreys, and 
Gilberts, and Dennises, and Rolands, with- 
out end, bore heathen fruit of yet darker 
ages,— Arths, and Knarths, and Dona- 
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gilds^ and Hanloos. In trutfai thtj had 
been formerly the stormy chiefs. of a de^ 
sart, but exteasire domain, and the heads 
of a nmnerotts tribe^ called Mac?Dinga« 
waie, though tfaey afterwards adopted the 
Norman surname of Bertaam. They had 
made ^ar, raised rebellions, been defeat-^ 
ed, ^h^aded^ and hanged^ as became a&» 
mily of imp^itmcer ior many centuriea« 
But ihey bad gradually lost ground in the 
world, and, from being themselve« the 
heads of treason and traitorous: conspira^ 
cies, the Bertrams, or Mac*£>ingawaies of 
£tiangowan, l^ad sunk, into subordinate 
accomplices. Their mpst fetal exhibitioaa 
in this capacity took place in the seren* 
teenth century, when the foul fiend {tiot* 
sessed them with a spirit of contradictioii^ 
which uniformly involved them in contro* 
versy with the ruling powers* They k^ 
versed the conduct of the celebrated vi** 
car of Bray, and adhered as tenaciously to 
the weaker side, as that worthy divine to 
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the stronger. And truly, like him, they 
had their reward. 

Allan Bertram of Ellangowani who flou- 
rished tempore CaraH prmi^ was^ says my 
authority, Sir Robert Douglas, in his Scot- 
tish Baronage, (aee the title Ellangowan,) 
<< a steady loyalist, and full of zeal for the 
cause of his sacred m^yesty, in which he 
united with the great Marquis oCJVfon- 
trose, and other truly aealous and honour* 
able patriots, and sustained greiat losses in 
that behalf. He had the honour of knight> 
hood conferred upon him by his most sa« 
cred majesty, and was sequestrated as a 
malignant by the parliament, 1642| and 
afterwards as a resolutioner, in the year 
1648/ —These two crosa-grained epithets 
of malignant and resolutioner cost poor Sir 
Allan one half of the family estate. His 
son Dennis Bertram married a daughter 
of an eminent fanatic, who had a seat in 
the council of state, and saved by that uni-r 
on the remainder of the family property. 
But, as ill chance would have it, he became 
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enamoured of the lady'a principles as well 
u of her charms, and my author gives him 
this cliaracter : " He was a man of emi' 
neat parts and resolution, for which rea- 
son he was chosen by the western coun- 
ties one of the committee of noblemen 
and gentlemen, to report their griefs to 
the priv^ council ofCharles 11. anent the 
coining in of the Highland host in 1678." 
For undertaking this patriotic task be un- 
derwent a fine, to pay which he was ob- 
liged to mortgage half of the remaining 
moiety of his paternal property. This loss 
he might have recovered by dint of severe 
economy, but upon the breaking out of Ar> 
gyle's rebellion, Dennis Bertram was ag^n 
suspected by government, apprehended, 
sent to Dunnotar Castle on the coast of 
the Meams, and there broke his neck in an 
attempt to escape from a subterranean ha- 
bitatjui, called the Whig's Vault, in which 
he was confined with some eighty of the 
same persuasion. The appriser, therefore, 
(as the holder of a mortgage w^ thea call* 
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ed,) entered upon possession/ and^ in. the 
language of Hotspur, ^* came me cranking 
ih/'^and cat the family out of another mon^ 
stcous cantle of their remaining prop^rty^ 

Donohoe Bertpatnj with somewhat of 
an Irish name, and some^rhat of an Irish 
temper, succeeded to the diminished pro<^ 
perty of Ellangowan. tie turned out of 
^oors the Be vl Aaron -Machfiar, his mo- 
therms cbaplaini (it is said they quarrelled: 
adbout the goQd grftces^ of a milk-maid,), 
drank himself daily drunk with brimming 
healths to the kitig, eouneil, and bishops ( 
held orgies with the Laird of Lagg, The^ 
philus Oglethorpe, and Sir James Turner; 
and lastly took his grey gelding, and join^ 
ed Clavers at Kitlie-krankije. At the akir« 
mish of Dunkeld, }6S9> he was shof dead 
by a Cam eronian with a silver button (be- 
ing supposed to have propf from the £vil 
One against lead and steel,) and his grave 
is still called the " Wicked Lair^ Lair." 

His son, Lewis,, had more prudefnde than 
seems usually to have belonged to the far^ 
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'only. He nursed what property was y«t 
left to htm ; for Donohoe's excesses, as well 
as fines and forfeitures, had made another 
inroad upon the estate. And although 
even he; did not escape the fatality which 
induced the Laird; of ElUngowan to inter- 
fere in politics, be had yet the prudence^ 
ere he went out with Lord Kenmi^re in 
IT'lSi to convey his estate to-trustees, in 
order to parry pains apd penalties^ in 
case the Earl of Mar could not put tlown 
the prdtestant suocession. But Scylla 
and Charybdis-^a woifd to thfe wise*-- 
he only saved his estate at expence of a 
law-suit) which again, ^bdivided the fa« 
mily property. He was, hdwever, a man 
of resolution. He sold part of the landi), 
evacuated the old castle, where the family 
lived in their decadence, ais a mouse (said 
an old farmer) lives under a firlot PulU 
ing down part of these venerable ru^is, he 
built a narrowhouse of three storiesheighf, 
with a front like a grenadier's cap,. two 
windows on each side, and a door in th* 
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midst, full of all manner of crosat^tights* 
This was the New Place of Ellangowan^, 
in which we left our hero, better amused 
perhaps than our readers, and to this 
I^wis Bertram retreated, full of projects 
for re-establishing the prosperity of his 
family. He took some land into his own 
hand, rented some from neighbouring pro- 
prietors, bought and sold Highland cattlfe 
and Cheviot sheep» rode to fairs and trysts^ 
fought hard bargains^ and held necessity 
at the staffs end as well as he might But 
what he gaiqed in purse he lost in honour^ 
for such agricultural and commercial ne^ 
gociations were very ill looked upon by. 
his brother lairds^ who minded nothing 
but cock-fighting, hunting, coursing, and 
horse- racing. These occupations encroach* • 
ed, in their opinion, upon the article of £1« 
langpwap's gentry, and he found it neces- 
Mry gradually to estrange himself from 
their society, and sink into what was then 
a very ambiguous character, a gentleman^ 
fvmen In the midst of bis schemes death 
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dlaimed Ms tribute, and the scanty remains 
of a large property descended upon God- 
frey Bettranii the present possessor, his 
only son. 

The danger of the father's speculations 
was soon seen. Deprived of his personal 
and active superintendanccy all his under- 
takings miscarried^ and became either abor* 
tive or perilous. Without a single spark ' 
of energy to meet or repel these misfor^ 
tunes, Godfrey put his faith in the acti* 
vity of another. He kept neither hunteM^ 
nor hounds, nor any other southern preli* 
binaries to ruin; but, as^has been ob** 
served of his countrymen, he kept a man 
((f business^ who answered the purpose 
equally well. Under this gentleman's- 
supervision small debts grew into large, 
interests were: accumulated upon capitals, 
moveable bonds became heritablci and 
law charges were heaped upon all ; though 
£llangowan possessed so little the spirit 
of ^litigant, that he was upon two occa"- 
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sioQS charged to make payment of the ex- 
peaces of a long litigation^ although be 
bad never before beard that he had such 
cases in court. Meanwhile his neigh- 
bours predicted his final ruin. Thoi^e of the 
higher r£^nk, with somemtilignityy accQun.t* 
ed him already a degraded brother. The 
lower classes, seeing nothing enriabte in 
bis situation, marked his embarrassments 
with more compassioQ. He was even a 
kiAd of favourite with thein, and Upon the 
division of a common, nr the holdiiig of ;a 
black'* fishing, or poaching courts or. any 
similar occftsion^ when they conceived, 
themselves oppressed by the gentry^ tbey 
were in tfae habit ^f fiayiag[ to eachothet^ 
'^ Ah, if Ellangowan^ bohfest itian, had his 
ain that his forebears had afore him, be 
wadna; see the pui!r folk trodden down 
this gait^* Meanwhile^ thisigeneral.godd 
opinion never prevented their taking the 
advattt^gfe of him onall possible oocasioliSy 
turning their cattle into his pa^i steaUngp 
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bis wood^ alioDting his game, and so forth, 
''for the laird, honest man, he'll never 
find it,--be never minds what a puir body 
does/'— Pedlars, gypsies, tinkers, vagrants 
of all descriptions, roosted about his out* 
houses, or harboured in his kitchen, and 
the laird, who was '' nae nice body,*^ but a 
thorough gossip, like most weak men, 
found recompence for his hospitality in 
the pleasure of questioning them on the 
news of the country side. 

A circumstance arrested Ellangowan'a 
progress upon the high road to ruin. This 
was his marriage with a lady who had a 
portion of afaonit four thousanfl pounds. 
Nobody in the neighbourhood could con- 
ceive why she married him, and endowed 
him with her wealth, unless because he 
had a tall handsome figure, a good set of 
features, a genteel address* and the most 
perfect good humour* It might be some 
additional consideration, that she was her* 
self at the reflecting age <^ twenty-eighty 

voi«. r« B 
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and had no n^ear -relations to contronl har 
actions^or choice. 

It was in this lady*s behalf (confined forr 
the first time after her marriage) that the 
speedy' and active express, mentioned by 
the old dame of the cottage, had been dis- 
patched to Kippletringan on the night of 
Mannering's 'arrivd. 

Though we have said so much of the 
Lairdiiimself, it still remains that we make 
the reader in some degree acquainted with 
bis companion. This was Abel Sampson, 
^commonly called, from his occupation as a 
pedagogue, 'Donrinie Sampson. He was of 
low birth, but harvtng evinced, even from 
his cradle, an uncommon aeriousness of 
disposition, the ^oor parents were encou- 
rag-ed to hope that their bairn^ as they ex- 
pressed it, '^ might wag his pow in a pulpit 
yet" With an ambitious view to such a 
consummation, tliey pinched and pared, 
rose ear iy and lay down late, eat dry bread 
.and drank cold water, to secure to Abel 
the means of learning. Meantime, his tail 

14 
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bngaanly figure, his taciturn and grave 
manners, and some grotesque habits of 
sTiringing his limbs^and iscreuring his vi« 
sage while reciting, bis task, made poor 
Sampson the ridicule t)f ail his school* 
companions. The same qualities secured 
him atcollege a plentiful share of tlie same 
sort of notice. Half the youthful mob " of 
the yajrds'' used to assemble regularly to 
see Dominie Sampson, (for he had already 
attained that bonourablfe title,) descend the 
stairs from, the Greek class, with bis LexU 
con under his arm, his long mis-shapen 
legs spratwling abroad, and keeping awk- 
ward time to the iplay of his immense 
shoulder-blades, as they raised and de* 
pressed the loose/and threadbare black 
coat which wasi his constant and only 
wear. When he' spoke, the efforts of th« 
proftesser were totally inadequate to. re# 
strain the inextinguishable laughter of 
the students^ and; sometimes even to re* 
press his own. The long sallow visage, 
the goggle eyea, the huge uoiier-jaw, 
which appeared not to open and shut by 
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an act of volitioD» but to he dropped and 
hoisted up again by some complicated ma- 
chinery within the inner man, the harsh 
and dissonant voice, and thetscreech-owl 
notes to which it was exalted when he 
was exhorted to pronounce more distinct- 
ly, all added fresh subject for mirth to the 
torn<:loak and shattered shoe, which have 
afforded legitimate subjects of raillery 
against the poor seholar from Juvenal's 
time downward. It was never known that 
Sampson either exhibited irritability at 
this ill usqge, or made the least attempt 
to retort upon his tormentors. He slunlc 
from college by the most secret paths he 
could discover, and plunged himself into 
his miserable lodging, where, for eighteea- 
pence a*week, be was allowed the benefit 
of a straw mattress, ^md, if bis landlady 
was in good humour, permission to study 
his task by her'£re. Under all these disad- 
vjMdtageSy he obtained a competent know* 
H^f^ oi Greek and Latin, and some ac* 
quaintance with the sciences* 
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In progress of time* Abel Sampson/ pro* 
bationer of divinity, wajs admitted to the 
privileges of a preacher. Btat, alas! partly 
from his own bash fulness, partly owing to 
a strong disposition to risibility which per* 
vaded the congregation upon bis first at- 
tempt, he became totally incapable of pro* 
ceeding in his intended discourse, gasped, 
grinned, hideously rolled his eyes till the 
congregation thought them flying out of 
bis headi ahut the BiblCp stumbled dowa 
the pulpit-stairss trampling upon the ol4 
women who generally take their station 
there, and was ever after designated as a 
** stickit minister.'' And thus he wander* 
ed back to his own country, with blighted 
hopes and prospects, to share the poverty 
af his parents. As be had neither friend 
nor confidant, hardly eveaanacquaintancoj 
no one had the means of observing closelyi 
how Dominie Sampson bore a dbappoint« 
ment which supplied the whole town, 
where it happened with a week'a sport. 
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It would be endless even to -mention tlie 
numerous jokes to which- it gave birth, 
from a ballad, called ** Sampson's Riddle/* 
written upan the subject by a smart young 
student of humanity, to the sly hopeof the 
Principal that the fugitive had !not taken 
the. college gates. along with him in. his 
retreat. 

To aH appearance- the equacimfty t>S 
Sampson was unshaken. He sought to 
assist bi« parents by tead>ing a schooly 
and soon had plenty of scholars, but very 
few fees. In fact, he taught the sons of 
farmers for, what they ches^ to give hi^n, 
and the poor for nothing ; and, to the 
shame of the former be it spoken, the pe- 
dagogue's gains nev^r equalled those of a 
skilful ploughman. He wrote, however, a 
good hand, and added something to his 
pittance by copying accounts and writing 
letters for EUangowan. By degrees, the 
Laird, who was much estranged from gene- 
ral spciety, became partial to that of Qo« 
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mmie Sampson. Conversation^ it is trae^ 
was ovt of the question^ but the Dominie 
was a good listener, and stirxed the fire 
with some address. Heattemptedalso to 
snuff the candles, but was unsuccessful, 
and relinqpished that ambitious post of 
courtesy after having twice reduced the 
parlour to total darlcnessf So hisxsivilities,- 
thereafter, were confined to taking off his 
glass of ale in exactly the same time and 
iBeasure with the Laird, and in uttering 
certain indistinct murmurs of acquiescence 
ai the conclusianaf the long and winding 
stories of EUangowan* 

Upon one of these occasions, he pre- 
sented for the first time to Mannering his 
^U, gaunt, awkward, honey figure, sitti* 
red in a. threadbare suit of black, with a 
coloured handkerchief, not over clean, 
about bis sinewy, scraggy neck, and his 
nether person arrayed in grey breeches, 
dark-blue stockings, clouted shoes, and 
small •copper buckles.* 
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Such is a brief outline of tb^ lives and 
fortunes of those two persons, in whose 
society Manhering now found himself 
comfortably seated. 
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CHAPTER III* 

Do not the hist'riQB of all 9g/a$ 
Relate miiaculous pre^Bgn, 
Of Btrange turna in the worlcPa a&ir% 
Foreaeen by astrologer^ sootli-sayerBr 
Ghaldeaoa. lannied GcocdilinQk 
And same that' have wat atawnach i 

« 

Thb circumstances of the landlady were 
pleaded to Manneringi first, as an apology 
for her not appearing to welcome her guest, 
and for those deficiencies in his entertain- 
ment which her attention might have sup- 
plied, and then as an excuse for pressing 
an extra bottle of good wine. 

'^ I cannot weel sleep," said the Laird, 
with the anxious feelings of a father in 
such a predicament, ^* till I hear she*s got- 
ten ower with it — and if you, sir, are not 
very sleepry, and would do me and the 
Dominie the honour to sit up wi' us, I am 
sure we will not detain you very late* 

B S 
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Luckie Howa.tsou is very expeditious.;- 
there was ance a lass' that was in that way . 
1— she did not .live far from hereabouts — --. 
y^ needna shake your head and groan. 
Dominie— I am sure the kirk dues were a* 
weel paid, and what can a man do mairr-it 
was laj4 till^her ej^e she had on a sark ower 
her head ; and the maovthat she since wad* 
djed does not think- her a pin the waur for 
the mii^ortune. They live, Mr Manner- 
iiog, hjii tho, shpre*side, at Annan, an^ a 
ipair decent orderly coupl^ wlt)i«,six.:^8t 
fine bairns as you would wish to see-plash 
ijljik salt; water dub; and little curlie God* 
f^fy— that's thg, wildest, the come o' will, as* 
Ina^y say-:— hg'^ oq bwrd an excise yacht 
—I hae a cousin at the boacd of e;ij:cise — r 
th,4|;'s,Cpmmissioner Bertram ^ he got his 
Cpmmissioi^e^ship in the great coAt0st'fo& 
the cpunty,, t^at ye must have heard of,', 
^j: it was appealed tp the House of Com-. 
3(ponsc-7now I Ahoul4 hav/e voted there for. 
t];ie Laird of fialruddery ; but- ye see my 
fftther D^sKs a Jjs^cqhite, and oi4# with Ken- 
iRore^^^so he neyer took; the oaths; and I 
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^cii not wecl how it wa8v btit ali that^I 
could do and say they keepit me off the 
roll, though my agent, that had a vote 
upon my estate, ranked as a good vote for 
auld Sir Thomas Kittlecourt. But; to re- 
turn to what I was saying, Luckie Howat- 

SOB is very expeditious, for this lass" 

Here the desultoiy and. long narrative 
of the laird of EUangowan was4nterrupt« 
ed by the voice of some one ascending the 
stairs from the kitchen. story, and singing 
at full pitch, of voices The high notes- were 
too shrUl for- a man, the low seemed too 
deep for a woman. The words, as far as- 
Mannering could distinguish them^. seem- 
ed to run thus :! 

(3hnay moment,- lucky fit; , 
Is. the lady lights yet? ; v 
Be it lad, pcbe it lass, > 
Sign wi' cross, and sain-wi' mass. 

'** It's Meg Merrilies, the gypsey, as sure 
a&'Iam a sinner/' said Mr JBertranw The 
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Dominie groaned deeply, uncrossed his 
legs, drew in the huge splay foot which 
his former posture had extended, placed 
it perpendicular^ and stretched the other 
limb over it instead, puffing out betweeiv 
whiles huge volumes of tobaeeo smoke* 
'* What needs ye groan, Dominie? I am 
sure Meg's sangs do nae ill/' 

^' Nor good neither/' answered Domt« 
nie Sampson, in a voice whose untuneable 
harshness corresponded with theawkward* 
ness of his figure. They were the first 
words which Mannering had heard him 
speak ; and as he had been watching, with 
some curiouty, when this eatmg, drink- 
ing, moving, and smoking automaton 
would perform the part of speaking, he 
was a good deal diverted with the harsh 
timber tones which issued from hivkp But 
at this moment the door opened, and Meg 
Merrilies entered. 

Her appearance made Mannering start. 
She was full six feet high, wore a man's 
great coat over the rest of her dress, had 
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in her hand a goodly sloe*thom cudgel, 
and in all points of equipment, except her 
petticoatSi seemed rather masculine than 
feminine. Her dark elf-locks shot out 
like the snakes of the gorgon, between 
an old-fashioned bonnet called a bongrace, 
heightening the singular effect of her 
strong and weather-beaten features^ which 
tfaey partly shadowed^ while her eye had a 
wild roll thbt indicated something like real 
or affected insanity, 

^ Aweel, Ellangowan," she said, ^' wad 
it no hae been a boniiie thing, an the led- 
dy had been brought- tombed, and me at 
the fair o' Drumshourlocb, no kenning, aor 
dreaming a Word about it ? Wha was to 
hae keepit awa the worriecows, I trow i 
Aye, and the elves and gyre carlings frae 
the bonny bairn, grace be wi' it ? Aye^ or 
said Saipt Colffle's charm for its sake, the^ 
dear?'' And without waiting an answer 
she began to sing-r- 

Trefoil, vervain, JohnVwort, dfU, 
Hbders witdies of tfaeir will ; 
/ 4 
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Weel is them, that wed ma^.: 
Fast upon St Andrigw's day* 

Saint Bride and her brat,* 
Saint Colme and her cat, 
Saint Michael and his spear, 
Sceep tiie kouse frae reif and w^Bar. 



This charm she sung to a wild tune, in a^ 
high and, shrill voice^ and, cutting three 
capers with such strength and agility as- 
almost to touch the roof, of the roomi con-> 
dttded, ** And-now^Laird, wilLye.no order 
me a tass^' brandy-^'- 

" That you shall have, Meg— Sit^^tlcfwn^ 
yont there at the door, and tell us what 
news ye have heard at the i&ir o' Drum*- 
shoufloch.'*' 

'* Troth, Lairdf and there wasmuckle- 
want o' you, and the-Uke o' you ; for there« 
was a whin bomnielassies-there^ forbye my«. 
sell, and delL ane to gie them hansels/' 

" Weel, Meg, and how moby gypsies- 
w^re sent to the tolbooth r" 

** Troth, but three^ Laird, for there were 
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uae mair in the fair, bye my sell, as I said 
before, and I e'en gae tfaem leg bail, fop 
there's nae ease in dealing wi' quarrel- 
some folk. — And there's Dunbog 1ms warn-i^ 
ed the Red Rotten and John Young aff. 
bis grounds — black be his cast ! he's nae 
gentleman, nop drap's bluld o' gentleman, 
wad grudge .twa:gangrel puir bodies the 
shelter o' a waste house, and the thi;istles^ 
by the road*side fi>n a^Mt rcuddy, and the 
bits o' ratten. birk to boil> their drap pa^' 
3idge wi'. Weel, there's ane abune a'— »* 
but we'll see if the red cock craw iiot-ia« 
his bonni« barn^yard ae morning before* 
4ay-dawingJ' 

^^Hushi: Megi hush f huslt! that's not 
safe talk." 

^* What) doeashe meaa?" said Manner- 
ifig to Sampson in an under tone. 

" Fire«raisiflg," answered the laconic^ 
liominieu- 

** Who, or. what is she, in the nameoi 
wendcri' 
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•' Harlot, thief, witcb, and gyp^Sf'' a»- 
swered SampsoB again. 

'* O trotb, Laird,'* continued Meg, du- 
ring this bye-talk, <' it's but to the like o' 
you aae can open their heart : ye see, they 
say Dunbog is nae mair a gentleman than 
the blunker that's biggit the bonnie house 
down in the howm. fiut the like o' you^ 
Lairdi that's a real gentleman for sae mony 
hun^lred years, and never hounds puir folk 
afi^ your ground as if they were mad tykes, 
nane o' our fowk wad stir your gear if ye 
had as mony capons as there's leaves on 
the trysting-tree. — And now some o* ye 
maun lay down your watch, and tell me 
the very niinute 6' the hour the wean's 
born, and TU spae its fortune." 

'^ Aye, but, Meg, we shall not want 
your assistance, for here's a student fronv 
Oxford that knows much better than you 
how to spae his fortune — he does it by the 
stars* ' 

" Certainly, sir," said Manneriog, en- 
tering into the simple humour of his land- 
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hardy ** I will calculate his nativity accord- 
ing to the rule of the Triplicities, as re? 
commended by Pythagoras, Hippoeratea; 
Dioclesy and Avicenna* Or I will begin 
ab kora questionk^ as Haly, Messahala^ 
GanwehiSy and Guido Bonatas^ have re« 
commended." 

One of Sampson's great recommenda'- 
tions to the favour of Mr Bertram was^ that 
be never detected the most gross attempt at 
imposition^ so that the Laird, whose hum- 
ble efforts at jocularity were chiefly confi- 
ned to what were then called M^^^ and bams^ 
since denominated kaases and fttizzes, had 
the fairest possible subject of wit in the 
unsuspecting Dominie. It is true, he ne« 
ver laugfaedi or joined in the laugh which 
his own simplicity afforded«*«ay, it is saidj 
be never laughed but once in his life ; and 
upon that memorable occasion his land- 
lady miscarried^ partly through surprise at 
the event itself, and partly from tierror at 
the hideous grimaces which attended this 
unusual cacbinnatiOn. The only effect 



which th^ discovery of such impositiotia^ 
produced upon this saturnine parsonage 
waa>. to extort an ejaculation or^Pxodi^ 
giouj !" or " Very facetious !" pronounced 
syllabically, but withaut moving a^mus- 
ole of his own countenance. 

Upon this occasion^ he turned .a, gaunt 
and ghastly stere upon- the youthful as- 
trologer, and seemed to doubt if he had 
rightly understood bis answer to bis. pas 
tron.: 

• *^ I am afraid, sir," said Mannering'y' 
turning towards him, ** you may be one 
^( tho^e Uikhtippy fiersoBs, whose diin eyea 
%eing unable to penetrate the starry 
s^JiereSy ^d tp discern; therein^the decrees 
of heaven at a dtatancci have their hearts 
barred against coj^ivictioa by prejudice and 
ipisprision." 

" Truly," said Sampson, ** I opine with 
Six Is9,ac Newton, Knight^ and umwhile 
master of his majesty's nun.t> that the ()pxe« 
tended) science of astrology is altogether 
vain, frivolous, and unsatisfactory/' And 
liijpjrg he reposed his oracular jaws,. 



•*-Really,*'"resttraed the traveller, «^ I am 
sorry to see a gentleman of your learning* 
and gravity labouring- under such straiyge 
blindness a&d deli^ion^ Will you place 

le brief, the modern, and, as I* may say, 

le vernacular name of Isaac Newton iur 
opposi^tto& to the grave and sonorous au- 
thorities of Dariot, Bonatus, Ptolemy, Har 
ly, Eztler, Dieterick, Naibob, Harfurt, Zaelji 
Taustettor, Agrippa, Duretus,. Maginus^ 
Origen, and Argol ? Do not Christiaiis 
and Heathens, and Jews. and Gentiles, and 
poets and philosophers, unite in allowing 
the starry, influences ?t^ 

" Communis error — it is a- general mis- 
take,'' answered the inflexible Dominie 
Sampson. 

" Not so,'* replied^ the yottng English* 
man, ** it is a general and well -grounded 
belief." 

^^ It is the resource of cheaters, knaves^ 
and cozeners," said Sampson. 

*i Jl^sus non toliit usum^ The a|)use: o^S 
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any thing doth not abrogate the iawfu} 
use thereof.*' 

During this discussion, EUangowan was 
somewhat like a woodcock caught in his 
own springe* He turned his face alter- 
nately from the one spokesman to tne 
other, and began, from the gravity with 
which Mannering plied his adversary, and 
the learning which he displayed in the 
cpntroversy, to give him credit for being 
balf serious. As for Meg, sb^ Axed her 
^ewUd^red eyes upon the astrologer^ over- 
powered by a jargon more mysterious than 
her own. 

. Mannering pressed his advaatagei amd 
ran over all the hard terms of art which a 
tenacious memory supplied, and which^ 
from circumstances hereafter to be noticed, 
liad. been familiar to him in early youth. 

Signs and planets, in aspects sextile, 
quartile, trine, conjoined or opposite ; 
houses of heaven, with their cusps, hours,, 
and minutes ; Almuten; Almochoden, An- 
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ahibazoDy Catahibazon ; a thousand terms 
of equal sound and significance, poured 
thick and threefold upon the unshrinking 
Dominie, whose stubborn incredulity bore 
him out against the pelting of this pitiless 
Jtorm. 

At length, the joyful annunciation that 
the lady had presented her husband with 
a fine boy, and was (of course) as well as 
could be expected, broke off this inter^^ 
course. Mr Bertram hastened to the lady's 
apartment, Meg Merrilies descended to the 
kitchen to secure her share of the ^* groan*' 
ing malt,'* and Mannering, after looking at 
his watch) and noting, with great minute* 
ness, the hour and minute of the birth, re- 
quested, with becoming gravity, that the 
Dominie would conduct him to some place 
where he might have a view of the hea* 
venly bodies. 

The schoolmaster, without further an- 
swer, rose and threw open a door half 
sashed with glass, which led to an old- 
fashioned teriaoe-walk behind the modern 
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hoMSt, communicating with the platfbrtrr 
on which the ruin^ of the ancient castle 
-were situated. The wind had arisen, and 
swept before it the clouds which had for* 
merly obscured 4be sky. Tl>e moon vras 
high, and at full, and all the lesser sat^- 
lites of heaven shone forth m cloudless 
effulgence. The scene which their light 
presented to Manneting was in the high- 
est degree unexpected and striking. 

We have observed, that in the latter 
part of his journey our traveller approach- 
ed the 9ea-sh6re, without being aware how 
nearly. He now perceived that the ruins 
4)f Ellangowan castle were situated upon a 
promontory, or projection of rock, which 
formed one side of a small and placid bay 
on the sea-shore. The modern mansion 
w«s situated lower, though closely adjoin- 
ing, and the ground behind it descended^ 
to the sea. by a small swelling green bank, 
divided into levels by natural terraces, on 
which gr^w sonie old trees, and termina- 
ting upon the white sand« The other ^id« 
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x>f the *bayi opposite to the old castle, was 
^a slopipg and varied promontory, covered 
'chiefly with copsewood, which on that fa* 
soured coast grows almost within water* 
"mark. A fisherman's cottage peeped froni 
•tmong the trees. Even at this dead hotiT 
<yf ' night there were lights moving upon 
the shorci probably occasioned by- the un- 
loading a smuggling lugger from the Isle 
of Man, which was lying in the bay. On 
the light being observed from the sashed 
'door of the house, a halloo from the vessel 
of ** Ware-hawk ! Douse the glim T alarm- 
ed those who were on shore, and the lights 
instantly disappeared. 

It was one hour after midnight, and the 
prospect around was lovely. The grey 
old towers of the ruin, partly entire, part- 
ly broken, here bearing the rusty wea* 
^tiier-stains of ages, and there partially 
mantled with ivy, stretched along the 
verge of the dark rock which rose on 

fa right hand. In bis front w«s 
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the quiet bay, whose little waves^ crisping 
and sparkling to the moon- beams, rolled 
successively along its surface, and dashed 
with a soft and murmuring ripple against 
the silvery beach. To the left the woods 
advanced far into the ocean, waving in 
the moonlight along ground of an un- 
dulating and varied form, and presenting 
those varieties of light and shade, and that 
interestingcombination of glade and thick- 
et, upon which the eye delights to rest, 
charmed with what it sees, yet curious to 
pierce still deeper into the intricacies of 
the woodland scenery. Abovie rolled the 
planets, each, by its own liquid orbit of 
light, distinguished from the inferior or 
more distant stars. So strangely can ima- 
gination deceive even those by whose 
volition it has been excited, that Man* 
nering, whUe gazing upon these brillian 
bodies, was half inclined to believe in the 
influensce ascribed to them by superstition 
over human events^ But Mannering was 



e^ 
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a youthful .lover, and might perhaps be 
influenced by the feeling so exquisitely 
expressed by a modern poet : 

** For &ble is Love's wofld, his home> his birth-place : 
Deb'ghtedly dwells he 'oiong fays and talismans^ 
And spirits^ and delightedly belieres 
DiviintieSy being himself divine. 
The intelligible forms of andent poets^ 
The fair humanities of old religion. 
The power, the beautyi and the majesty. 
That had their haunts in dale, or piny mountains, 
Or forest, by slow stream, or pebbly spring, 
Or chasms and wat'ry depths ; all these hare vanish'd. 
They live no longer in tlte faith of reason ! 
But still the heart doth ^e^d a language, 9tiB 
Doth the old instinct bring back the old names. 
And to yon starry world they now are gone^ 
Spirits or gods, that used to share this earth 
With man as with their friend, and to the lover 
Yonder they move, from yondcfr visible sky 
Hhoot influence down ; and even at this day 
I Tis Jupker who brings wbate'er is greats 
And Venus who brings every thing that's &ir." 

« 

Such musings soon gave way to others. 

VOL. !• c 
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^* Alas P* he tfiought, " my good bid tutor, 
lyhoused to enter so deep into the contro- 
versy between Heydon and Chambers on 
the subject of astrology, he would have 
looked upon this scene With other eyes, 
and would have seriously endeavoured to 
discover from the respective position af 
these luminaries their probable effects upon 
the destiny of the new-bom infant, as if 
the courses or emanations of the stars su- 
perseded, or, at least, were co-ordinate 
.with. Divine Providence. Well, rest be 
with him ! he instilled into me enough of 
knowledge for erecting a scheme of: nati- 
vity, and therefore will I presently go about 
it/' So saying, and having noted the po- 
sition of the principal planetary bodies, 
-Guy Mannering returned to the house* 
The Laird met him in the parlour, and, ac- 
quainting him, with great glee, that hdfl 
was the father of a healthy boy, seemed 
rather disposed to press further convivia- 
lity. He admitted, however, Manner ing's 



ptea of weariness^ and, conducting him to 
his sleeping apartment, left him to repose, 
for the evening. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Come and see! tnist thine oWneyee^ 
A fearful sign stands in the house of life^ 
An enemy; a fiend lurks dose behind 
The radiance of thy planet— O be warned ! 

COLERlDGB,/r(m SCHUXSIU 

The belief in astrology was almost uni- 
,versal in the middle of the seventeenth 
century; it began to waver and become 
doubtful towards the close of that period, 
and in the beginning of the eighteenth the 
art fell into general disrepute, and even 
under general ridicule. Yet it still had its 
partizans even in the seats of learning. 
Grave and studious men were loth to re- 
linquish the calculations which had earlj 
become the principal objects of their stu- 
dies, and felt reluctant to descend from the 
predominating height to which a supposed 
insight into futurity, by the power of con- 



sftitiiig abstnct mflueaoes and oonjiino 
tion^ had exalted them over the rest of 
mankind. 

Among those who Goiertshed this ima- 
ginary privilege with undoubting faith, 
was an old clergyman, with whom Man« 
Bering wsts placed during his youth* He 
wasted his eyes in observing the stars,- 
and his brains in calculations upon their 
various combinations* His pupil, in early 
youth, naturally caught 9cmt portion of 
his entliusiasili, and laboured for a time tar- 
make himself master of the technical pro* 
o»s o£ astrbiogioal research ; so that, be- 
fore fad beoame convinced of its absurdity, 
WiUtatn Lilly himself would have allowed 
him *^ a curious fancy and piercing judg* 
ment upon resolving a question of nati- 
vity/' 

Upon the present occasion, he arose as 
early in. the morning as the shortness of 
the day permitted, and proceeded to cal- 
eufarte the nativity of the young heir of 
Mangbwan. He undertook the task n^ 
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amdum artem^ as well to keep up api^ai* 
aoclBSf asfrom/a sQit^of curiositj to know 
whether he yet remembered, and could 
praeitifte, the imaginary 3cieace. Heaxscord- 
ingly: erected his. scheme, or figure of.hea^ 
ven^ divided into it9 twelre houses plaeed 
the planets therein according to t^ £pihe» 
mer^, and rectified their positiomto the 
hour and moment of the nativity. Wiith*. 
QMit troubling our readers with thegi^ietal 
pcognostioatioixa which judicial sstxciogy^ 
would have inferred :fix)m these circiiid?>i 
stances, in this diagi^tn there was one sig«( 
mficator, which pressed reiaiarkably upon 
Qur . astrologer's attention . Mar» ' bavio^ 
dignity in ^t cus<p.o£ the twelMi housei 
threatened: captivity, or sudden and viok 
lent death, ta the native ; and Mannering;. 
having recourse to those further rules'hy 
whic^i diviners pretended . ;to / asoeryiin 
^he. vehemency of tfajs ewsil diredtbn, obit 
served. £rom the result, that three pe^ 
riods would be. pjatticularly hsLZSLtdoxufin^ 
his /^^--his ^feii^— his tmntjfx/Srst yeavM. 



> 
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' 1% was somewhat renuirkable, that Man- 
Bering had once before tried a similar 
piece of foolery, at the instance of Sophia 
Wellwood, the young lady to whom he 
was attached, and that a similar conjunc* 
tion of planetary infloence threatened her^ 
with death, or imprisonment, in her thir- 
ty-ninth year. She was at this time eigh- 
teen ; so that, according to the result of 
the scheme in both cases, the same year* 
threatened her with the same misfortune 
that was presaged to the native or infiant, 
whom that night had introduced into the 
world. Struck with . this coincidence, 
Mannering repeated his calculations ; and 
the result approximated the events pre* ' 
dieted, until, at length, the same month, 
and day of the month, seemed assigned- as 
the period of peril to both. ^ 

It will be readily believed, that, in men- 
tioning this circumstance, we lay no weight 
whatever upon the pretended information 
tbus conveyed. But it often happens,^ 
»uch is our natural love for the marvellous, 
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that we willingly contribute our own ef^ 
forts to beguile our better judgments* 
Whether the coincidence which I have 
mentioned was reially one of those singu- 
lar chanoes^ wluch sometimes happea 
against all ordinary calculations ; or whe- 
ther Mannering^ bewildered amid the 
arithmetical labyrinth and technical jar* 
gon of astrologyi had insensibly twice fol- 
lowed the seme clue to guide him out of 
the maze; or whether his imagination^ 
seduced by some point of apparent resem* 
hlanee> lent its aid to make the similitude 
between the two operations more exactly 
accurate than it might otherwise have 
been, it is impossible to guess ; but the 
impression upon his mind, that the results 
exactly corresponded, was vividly and in- 

m 

delibly strong. 

He could not help feeling surprise at a 
coincidence so singular and unexpected. 
^^ Does the devil nungle in the dance, ta 
avenge himself for our trifling with an 
art said to be of magical origin i Or is it 
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possible^ as Bacon an^ Sir Thomas Bro#ile 
admits tliat there is some triith in a sober 
and regulated astrology, and that the in* 
Huende oif the stars is not to be denied^ 
though the due application of it, by the 
knaves who pretend to practise the art, is 
greatly to be suspected?" — ^A moment's 
consideration of the subject induced him 
to dismiss this opinion as fantastical, and 
only sanctioned by those learned men, ei« 
tfaer because they durst not at once shock 
the universial prejudices of their age, or be- 
cause they themselves were not altogether 
freed from the contagions influence of a- 
prevailing superstition. Yet the result of 
his calculations in these two instances left 
so unpleasing an impression upon his mind, 
that, like Prospero, he mentally relin- 
quished his art, and resolved, neither in 
jest nor earnest, again to practise judicial 
astrology; 

He hesitated a good deal what he should 
say to the Laird of Ellangowan, concern- 
ing the horoscope of his iirst-bora ; and, 

c S 
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at lengtb, resolved plainly to tell him the 
judgment which he had formed, at the 
same time acquainting him with! the futi- 
lity of the rules of art on which he had 
proceeded. With this resolution he walk? 
ed out upon the terrace. 

If the view of the scene around Ellan- 
gowan had been pleasing by, moQnIight>. 
it lost none of its beauty by. the light of 
the morning sun. Theland, cjrea in the. 
uionth of November, smiled under its in* 
fluence. A steep, but regular ascent, . led« 
from the terrace to the neighbouring emi* 
nence, and conducted Manneriug to th^ 
front of the old castle. It consisted of twO: 
massive round towers, projecting^ deeply, 
and darkly^ before a curtain, or flat w^l{,. 
which united them, and thus protecting the. 
main entrance that opened through a lofty^v 
arch into the inner court of the castl?* The 
arms of the family, carved in freestone^ 
frowned over thie gateway, and the portal 
shewed the spaces arrangedby the architect 
for lowering the portcuUisi and raising the 

5 
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draw-bridge. A rude farm-gate, made of. 
yoiing fir-trees nailed together, now form- 
ed the only safeguard of this once formi- 
dable entrance. The esplanade in front of 
the castle commanded a noble prospect. , 
The dreary scene of desolation through 
which Mannering's road had lain on the 
preceding evening was excluded from the 
view by some rising.grounds, and the land-, 
scape, shewed a pleasing alternation of hill 
and dale, intersected by a river, which wasf 
in some places visible, and hidden in others 
where it rolled betwixt deep and wooded 
banks. The spire of a church, and the ap- 
pearance of some houses, indicated the si- 
tuation of a village at the place where the 
stream had its junction with the ocesn. The 
vales seemed well cultivated, the little en-. 
closures into which they were divided skirt- 
ing the bottom of the hills, and sometimes 
carrying their lines of straggling hedge- 
rows a little way up the ascent. Above 
these were green pastures, tenanted chiefly 
by herds of black cattle, then the staple 
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commodity of the country, whose distant 
low gave no unpleasing animation to the 
landscape. The remoter hills were of a 
sterner character ; and, at still greater dis- 
tance, swelled into mountains of dark heath, 
hordering the horizon with a screen which 
gave a defined and limited boundary to the 
cultivated country, and added, at the same 
time, the pleasing idea, that it was seques- 
tered and solitary. The sea-coast, which 
Mannertng now saw in its extent, corre- 
sponded in variety and beauty with the 
inland view. In some places it rose into 
tall rocks, frequently crowned with the 
ruins of old buildings, towers, or beacons, 
which, according to tradition, were placed 
within sight of each other, that, in times 
of invasion or civil war, they might com- 
municate by signal for mutual defence and 
protection. Ellangowan castle was by far 
the most extensive and important of these 
ruins, and asserted, from size and situation, 
the superiority which its founders were said 

10 
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mce to have possmtsed amoBg Ae chiefs 
and nobles of the district. In other places, 
the shore was of a more gentle descrip- 
tioni indented with small bays, where the 
land sloped smoothly down, or sent into 
the sea promontories covered with wood, 

A scene so different from what last 
night's journey had presaged, produced a 
psopartional effect upon Mannering, Be* 
neath his eye lay the modern house; an 
awkward mansion, indeed, in point of 
architecture, but well situated, and with 
a warm and pleasant exposure* ** How 
happily/' thought our hero, ^' would life 
glide on in such a retirement ! On the 
one band the striking remnants of ancient 
grandeur, with the secret consciousness of 
family pride which they inspire ; on the 
other, enough of modern elegance and 
comfort to satisfy every moderate wish* 
Here then, and with thee, Sophia !" — 

We shall not pursue a lover's day*dream 
any farther. Mannering stood a minute 
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with his arms folded, and then turned to 
the ruined castle. 

. Upon, entering the gateway, h^ found 
that the rude magnificence of the inner 
court amply corresponded with the gran- 
deur of the exterior. On the one side ran 
a range of windows lofty and large, divi- 
ded by carved muUions of stone, which^ 
had once lighted the great hall of. the 
castle ; on the other, were various build^. 
ings of different heights and dates, yet so 
united as to present to the'eye a certaia, 
general effect o( uniformity of front. The, 
doors and windows were ornamented with, 
projections exhibiting. rude specimens of. 
sculpture and, tracery, partly entire and 
partly broken down, partly covered by 
ivy and trailing plants^ which grew luxu-, 
riantly among the ruiils. That end of the. 
court which faced, the en trance, had also, 
been formerly closed by a range of build* 
ings ; but owing, it was said, to its having 
been battered by the ships of. the Parlia- 
ment under Deane^ during the long civil 
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war, this part of the castle was much more 
winous than the rest, and exhibited a 
great chasm, through which Mannering 
Qould observe the sea, and the little ves- 
sel (an armed lugger) which retained her 
station in the centre of the bay. While 
Mannering was gazing round the ruins, 
he:heard from the interior of an apart- 
ment on the left hand- the voice of the 
gyps^y heihad^een on the preceding even- 
ing. He soon found an aperture, -through 
which he could observe her without being 
himself visible ; and could not help feel- 
ijog/that her figure, her employment, and 
her situatipB, conveyed the exact impres- 
sion of an ancient sybil. 

She sat upon a.broken corner-'Stone in 
the angle of, a paved apartment, part of 
which she liad swept clean to afford a 
smooth space for the evolutions of her 
spindle. A strong sun-beam, through a lof- 
ty and narrow window, fell upon her wild 
dress and features, and afforded her light 
for her occup»tioBi ; the rest of the apart- 
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ment was very gloomy. Equipt in a habit 
which minglefd the national dress of the 
Scottish common people with something 
of an eastern costume, she spun a thread, 
drawn from w0ol of three different colours, 
black, white, and grey, by assistance of 
those ancient implements of housewifery 
now almost banished from the land, the 
distaff and spindle. As she spun, she song 
what seemed to be a charm. Mannering, 
after in vain attempting to make himself 
master of the exact words of her song, 
afterwards attempted the following para- 
phrase of what,^ from a. few intelligible 
phrases^ he conclnded to be its purport ; 

Twist ye, twine ye ! even so, 
]M[ingle riiades of joy and woe, > 
Hope, and fear, and peBoe» and striifb^ 
In the tkroad of human life. 

While the mystic twist is spinnings 
And the ibfant^s life beginning, 
Dimly seen through twilight bendingy 
Lo, what varied shapes attending 1 
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AunoDB. w3d» 8iid foUies vain. 
Pleasures soon eKchanged for pain ; 
Doubt» and jealousy, and fear, * 

In the magic dance appear. 

Now they wax, and now they dwindlei 
WhirBng with the whirling spindle. 
.Twist ye^ twine ye ! even ao, 
Sfingie human bliss and wo^ 

Ere our translatari or rather our free 
imitatori had arranged these stan^zad in 
hia heady and while he was yet hammering 
out a rhyme for spkutht the task of the 
sybil was accomplished, or her wool was 
expended. She took the spindle, now ^' 
charged with her labours, and, undoings 
the thread gradually, measured it, by cit- 
ing it over her elbow, and bringing v^ach 
loop round between her fore-fingei^ and 
thiuBb. When ahe had measured i^ out| 
she muttered to herself—" A hank^) but 
not a haill ane — the full y isars o' the' three 
score and ten, but thrice broken, and 
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tbrice to oop^ (i. e, unite) ; liell be a lucky 
lad an he win through wi^t.** 

Our hero ^vas about to speak to the 
prophetess, when a voice, hoarse as the 
waves with which it mingled^ balloo'd 
twice, and with increasing impatience — 
" Meg, Meg Merrilies !— Gypsey— ^-hag— 
tousand deyvils !** 

'^ I am coming, I am coming. Captain/* 
answered Meg, and in a moment or two 
the impatient Commander whom she ad- 
dressed made his appearance from the 
broken part of the ruins. 
He was apparently a sea-faring man, ra«- 
!^ thef under the middle size, and with a 
"^untenance bronzed by^a thousand con- 
fiieMI;s with the north-east wind. His frame 
was prodigiously muscular, strong, and 
thickset; so that it seemed as if a man 
of mi^ch greater height would have been 
an inadequate match in any close personal 
conflict. He was hard-favoured, and, which 
was worse, his £ace bore nothing of the 
insouciance, the careless frolicsome jollity 
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and vacant curiosity of a sailor on shore. 
These qualities, perhaps, as much as any 
otherSf contribute to the high popular!* 
ty of our seamen, and the general good 
inclination which our society expresses 
towards them. Their gallantry, courage, 
and hardihood are qualities which excite 
reverence^ and perhaps rather humble pa- 
cific landsmen in their presence ; and nei- 
thec.'resp^ecty nor a sense of humiliation, 
are feelings easily combined with a fami« 
liar fondness towards those who inspire 
thenu But the boyish frolic£i| the exult- 
ing high spirits, the unreflecting mirth of 
a sailor when enjoying himself on shore» 
temper the more formidable p(^int9 of hia 
character. There was nothing liHe these 
in this man^s face ; on the contrary, a sur* 
]y 9SfoA even savage seq wl appeared to dark- 
en features which would have been harsh 
and unpleasant under any expression or 
modt&cation* ** Where are you; Mother 
Deyvilsonr'* said he, with somewhat of a 
foreign acfient). though* sipeaking perf«,Qtly 
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good English* '^ Donner and Wtzety ! we 
have been staying this half hour — Come, 
bless the good ship and the voyage^ and be 
cursed to ye for a hag of Satan !" 

At tbisf moment he noticed Mannertng, 
who, from the position which he bad tak«n 
to watch Meg Merrilies's incantations, bad 
the appearance of some one who was oon^ 
cejtling himself, being half bidden by Jthe 
buttress behind which he stood. The Gap-* 
tain, for sueh be stiled himseif, made a 
midden a^nd startled pause, and thrust his 
right hand into his bosom between bis 
jacket and wanstcoat, as if to draw wme 
weap<ni4 ^* What cheer, brother? you^ 
seem on the outlook— eh V* 

Ere Mannering, somewhat struck by the 
man's gesture and insolent tone of voice, 
had made any answer^ the gy psey emerged 
from her vault and jc^ined the stitengerr 
He questioned her in an under to(Ae, look- 
ing-at Mannering^*' A shark alongside; 
eh ?" 

She answered in the same tone of tinder 



#iipittt9> using the canting language of her 
tribe—" Cut ben whids, and $tow them— 
a gentry cove of the ken." 

The fellpw'a cloudy visage cleared up. 
'' The top of the morning to you, sir ; I 
find.yw ajre a visitor of my friend Mr Ber* 
tram — I beg pardon^ but I took you for 
another sort of a person." 

Mannering replied, " And you, sir^ I 
presume, are the majiter of that vessel in 
thebayP' . . 

^< Aye, aye, sir ; I am Captain Dirk 
Ibtteraick, of the Yungfrauw Hagenslaa- 
pent well known on this coast ; I am not 
asham^ed of my name, nor of my vessel,— 
nor of my eargo. neither for that matter." 

<< I dare 8«|y ypu h^ve no reason, sir/' 

^ Tousend dpl^<>Qr~no ; Fm all in the 
way of fair trade-^-Just loaded yonder at 
-Doiigbs, ij»,,tbf Jsle of Man— peat conir 
acH^rW hy^o« And soijchoog—^Mechliii 
lacej: if you want any— We bumped ashore 
a hundred kegs last night. 
^< Really, sir» I am only a tf aveller^ aijd 



have no sort of occasion fdrany thfHj^'-bf 
the kind at present." ;r j H 

" Why, then, good morning to ydu, for 

business must be minded — ^unless ye^l go 

aboard and take schnaps — you shall hare 

. a pouch* full of tea ashore — Dirk Hat- 

teraick knows how to be civil.'* 

There was a mixture of impudence, 
hardihood, and suspicious fear about this 
man, which was inexpressibly disgusting; 
His manners were those of a ruffian, con^ 
scious of the suspicion attending hiicha- 
racter, yet aiming to bear it down by the 
affectation: of a careless and hardy f^irmir 
liarity.' • Mannering briefly rejeotsed his 
proffered civilities ; and, after a surly good 
morning, he retired With; the gy|)sey to 
that piit of the ruins from Which he Iiad 
first itiitdt his appearance. A very Barft>w 
staircase here descended to the beach, in- 
tended probably for the convenience ofHiic 
garrison during a siege. Ey this Stair; the 
couple, equally amiable in appearance, and 
respectable by profession, descended to the 
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sea^side. The soi-disant captain embarked 
in a small boat with two men whp appear- 
ed to wait for^ him^ and the gy psey remain- 
ed on the shore, reciting or singing, and 
gesticulating with great vehemence. 



. » 
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CHAPTER V. 



You have fed upon my seignories^ 



Disparked my parks, and felled my forest woods. 
From mine own windows torn my household coa^ 
Razed out my impress, leaving me no s^n. 
Save men's opim'ons and my living bloody 
To show the world I am a gentleman. 

Richard IL 

When the boat which carried the wor- 
thy Captain on board his vessel had ac- 
complished that task, the sails began to 
ascend, and the ship was got under way. 
She fired three guns as a salute to the house 
of £llangowan, and then shot away rapidly 
before thci wind, which blew off shore, 
under all the sail she could crowd* 

" Aye, aye,'' said the Laird, who had 
sought Mannering for some time, and 
now joined him, '* there they go— there 
go the free-traders— there goes Captain 
Dirk Hatteraick, and .the Yungfrauw Ha- 



glnafattpeo, hA\{ Manks, half Dutchmati, 
half devil ! rati out tbe bolttptit, up main*- 
laili top and top^gallant iaila, foyals, and 
skyscrapers^ and Mr^y^follow who ean ! 
That felloWy Mr ManneHng, is the terror 
of all the eMise and custom-house crui«* 
sers ; they can make nothing of him r he 
drabs tbefD, or he distances them^ ;^andy 
tpeakii^ dT exeise, I cofne to bring you to 
keakfaat ; and you shall have some tea^ 
that'^ 



II III- 



Mamlerittgy hy this time^ Was aware that 
one thought linked strangely on to an- 
other in the ooncatenation of worthy Mr 
Bertram's idea% 



V U 



Like orient pesrb at random strung;" 



andy therefore, before the current of his 
associattfms had drifted fi^rther from the 
point he had ieft, he btougkt him back by 
some enquiry about Dirk Hatteraick. 

" O he's a^tt--gude sort of blackguard 
fHlow; enengh-^naehody dar^s to trouble 
him-Miniuggler^ when his gutis are ki bat- 

VOL. t. f> 
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last — privateer^ or pirsfte. faith, when he 
gets them mounted. . He has done mair 
mischief to the revenue folk than ony 
rogiie that ever came out of Ramsay.'- 

** But, my good.sirj such being hU cha- 
racter, I wonder he has. any protection and 
encouragement on this coast }"" 

^* Why, Mr Mannering, people must 
have brandy and tea, and there's none in 
the country but what cornea this way-^ 
and then there's shortaccounts, and may- 
be a keg or twa, or a dozen pounds left at 
your stable door at Christmas, instead of 
a d — d lang account from Duncan Robb, 
the grocer at Kippletringan^ who has aye 
ft sum to make up, and either wants ready 
money» or a short-dated bill. Now, Hat- 
teraick will take wood, or he'll take bar- 
ley, or he'll take just what's convenient at 
the time. I'll tell you a gude story about 
that. There was ance a laird — that's Mac- 
fie of Gudgeonfordi — be had a great num- 
ber of kain hens— that's hens that the. te** 
nant pays to the landlord->-Uke a sort of 
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tent in kind— they aye feed mine very 
ill ; Luckie Finniston sent np three that 
were a shame to be seen only last week, 
and yet she has twelve bows sowing of 
victual > indeed her goodman, Duncan 
Finniston — that's him that's gone — (wc 
must all die, Mr Mannering.; that's ower 
true)— and speaking of that, let us live in 
the meanwhile, for here's breakfast on the 
table^ and the Dominie ready to say the 
grace." 

The Dominie did accordingly pronounce 
a benediction, that exceeded in length 
any speech which Mannering had yet 
heard him Utter. The tea, which of course 
belonged to the noble Captain Hatteraick's 
trade, was pronounced excellent. Still 
Mannering hinted, though with due deli* 
cacy, at the risk of encouraging such des- 
perate characters: "Were it but injus- 
tice to the revenue, I should have. sup- 
posed" 

" Ahi the revenue-lads" — for Mr Ber- 
tram never embraced a general or abstract 
idea, and his notion of the revenue was 
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t»erftotiified iti the comttiissiDtierSy survty^ 
^rs, comptrollers, and riding officers, whom 
he happened to know-*^*' the revenue-lads 
oaa look sharp eneogh ont for themselves 
—-tto.ane needs to help Ihem-^and they 
liave a' tbe i^oldiers to assist tfaem besides 
^— and as to justice— youll be surprised to 
hear it, Mr Mannering,— but I am not a, 
justice of peace ?'* 

Manitering assumed the expected look 
of surprise, but thought within himself 
that tl^ worshipful bench suffered no 
gieat deprivation from wanting the assist* 
auce of his good»humoured landtbrd. Mr 
Bertram had mow hit upon one of the ftw 
subjects on which he felt sore, and w^t 
on with some energy. 

*' No, sir,— the name of Godfrey Ber- 
tram of E^langowan is not in the last com- 
mission, though there's scarce a carle in 
the. country that has a plough- gate of land,, 
but what he must ride to quarter sessions, 
and write J. P. after his name. I ken fu* 
Weel wha I am obliged to--*Sir Thomas Kit- 



tlecow t M gdAfi aa feeiN mt) ht wmM Mt 
in my skirts^ if he.liaA Aot ogr ioUmst at: 
the last eIeetU>ii» and becauM I ohMe to^ 
go with my own blood and tbinl ciraiit» 
the iMfd of BaJrinkkry, they kMfMt me 
Qjff the roll of fieehoidef 9, aiul aow there 
oemea a i^v noromatioii of jostioea^ and 
I am left oiit-*-and whereaa tbey preteBd 
it wa$ beeaoae I let David Ma£«Qii#eg» 
the co]i9laUe> draw t^ warrants^ and naai-. 
nas^ ^ baames^ his aiB gate^ as if I 
had been a nose o' wax> iVt a mails im<- 
truth; for I panted bttt seven wwraata 
ia my life,, aad the Dbminiie wrote erery 
one of tb^mr^^Dd if it. bad not beesi that 
unlueky business of Sandy Mstc^Grnthar's^ 
that the ceuatables should have- keepit 
twa or three days up yonder at the aiftU 
caatlei just till they could get eonretniency 
tf> aend him to the county jaii-^and tfaftt 
cos't me aneugb o' siiler-^But I ken what 
Sir Thomiis wants very wcel^-it was juat 
sick and sicklike about the seat m the kirk 
o' Kihnagirdle^was I not entitled to have 
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the front gallery facing the minister, ra- 
ther than Mac'^Crosskie of Creochstone^ 
the son of deacon Mac-Crosskie the Dum* 
fries weaver?" 

Man^iering expressed his acquiescence 
in the justice of these various tomplaints. 

'^A And the^, Mr Mannering, there was 
the story about the road, and the fauld 
dji|:e^l ken Sir Thomas was behind ther^ 
and I said, plainly to the clerk to the tras** 
tees^ that I saw the cloven foot) let them 
take that as they like. — Would any gentle^ 
man, or set of gentlemen, go and drive a 
road right through the corner of a fauld* 
dike, and take away, as my agent observed 
t0 them, like twa roods of gude moorland 
pastare ?«^^And there was the story about 
dbusing the collector of the cess- "^ ■ ■» 

^ << Certainly, sir, it is hard you should 
meet with any negleet in a country, where, 
to judge from the extent of their resi<* 
dence, your ancestors must have made a 
very, important figure." 

V* Very . true, Mr Mannering — I am., a 

8 
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jrfaia many and do not dwell on these 
things ; and I must needs say, I have lit- 
tle memory for them ; but I wish ye could 
have heard my father's stories about the 
auld fights of the Mac-Dingawaies — that's 
the Bertrams that now is — wi* the irish, 
and wi' the Highlanders, that came here 
in their berlings from Hay and Cantire— 
and how they went to the Holy Land— 
that is, to Jerusalem and Jericho, wi' a' 
their clan at their heels — they had better 
have gaen to Jamaica, like Sir Thomas Kit* 
tlecourt's uncle — and how they ' brought 
hame reliques, like those that catholics 
have, and a flag that's up yonder in the 
garret— if they had been casks of Musca- 
vado, and puncheons of rum, it would 
have been better for tlie estate at this day 
•^but there's little comparison between 
^e auld keep at Kittlecourt and the castle 
o'^Ellangowan — I douDt if the keep's forty 
f feet of front-^Bat ye make no breakfast 
Mr Mannering ; ye're no eating your meat * 
allow me to recommend soqie of thekip^ 



\ 



. 



permit wai Jphn I|«iy th»t; «at«bt it» Ste* 
turd^y wa> thr«e w^eks^ dpwii qt Ihe atNAm 
below Hemp^eed ford»" l(Q. &e. &Q. 

The lairdi whoae iiidigQa.tio» b«d fi»r 
9ome tiii)e k«pk him pratty it^adgr to Mft 
topi^i mw lauii<:h94 forth irIo bt» usiuil 
foviag «tyle «f coav^iMti^n, which gcw 
MahQcring M9pl«i time to Mfltct upon 
the disadvantages atteiidi»g the sitimtiw*^ 
which, an hour before^ he had thought 
worthy Of so much envy. Here waa a; 
couetry gentleman, whose moat e^raiaUci 
quality seemed his perfect good aaAitfe^' 
secretly fretting himself and mttunitttiv 
against others, for causes which, compasail 
with any real evil in lifiv must weigb bin 
dust in the balance. But such is the equal 
distribution of Providence. To those wbo» 
lie out of the road of great aftietiesia^ ^» 
afsdgned petty vexattonA» whicb aMMrer 
all the purpose of disturbing their sere^> 
nity i and every reader must have obs«vv 
ved» that neither natural apatl^ noor ae« 
quiied philoaoi^y caoreniei conntiy gem^ 



4lto(» ifwenaible to the grUiv^kiices wbich 
MGur at dectiQn^ quvtef 8ea$io««^ »d 
iMCtiogs of truatM9» 

Ciurioiw to mvc^tig^te th« manner* of 
the country, Mannering took the advaiv* 
tKgc^ of a pause in gQo4 Mr ficTtram's 
9liiiig of Mtoridfi to wcy^ire what Gaptaio 
liattMraiofc m (HuriMstjy wa9t«4 with th« 
g}r|M^ \i9«nanf 

'^ <X <o W«s Mhis jibi|h I siipjK>«fr--You 
iiw»t kaowik Mr Maiw«r wgi^ that tb«M freie^ 
teMl«f^ whom th« law oa)l9 ai»ugglfr% 
iM^tiig no religim, wake it aU up in sut 
fiara^tkiaiL. aA4 they have aa wwy sp^Ui, 
aail ^M»n#» a9il noMewe*'**— ^ 

^^ V^paitiy mA waur P' aai4 the Pominie ; 

''it IS a trafficking with the Evil One, SfteUA» 

periapb^ andehai?n9i> are of bia device— 
<dM»c«afrowa out of Apal}yaii> quiver^" 

'Miaii4 yoiw pea«e» Oowviwe-^yott'rc 
sptaJiriD^ for ever'— (hy the wiiy it was th^ 
fiftt vo»ki the poor wa« ha4 ottered that 
SMrnidag^ e^cej^ti^g that, hf raid gracea 
aiA reliiiafd tlwM Mr Mamaerj^g ofn* 

Pi8 
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not get in a word for ye f — And so, Mr 
Mannerin^, talking of astronomy, and 
spells, and these noatters, have ye^ beeft 
80 kind as to consider what we were speak- 
ing about last night P'' «, 

" I' begin to think^ Mr Bertram, witH 
yoiir. worthy friend here, that I have- been 
rather 'jesting with edge-tools; and al« 
though neither you nor I, nor any sensibl^^ 
man, can put faith in the predictions of 
astrology, yet, as it has sometimes happen- 
ed that enquiries into futurity^ undertaken 
in jest, have in their results produced se- 
rious, and unpleasant effects both upon 
•{Motions and characters, I really wish you 
' would dispense with my replying to your 
question.** 

It was easy to see that this evasive an* 
swer only rendered the Laird*s cUriosity 
more uncontroulablej .Manner^ng, 4iow- 
ever, was determined in hisoWn mind^ 
not to expose the infStJt'jto the inconve* 
niences which might have aFisen^^^mhis 
betng supposed the object of^ evil prtdic* 



tiob. > He ' therefore delivered • the paper 
nto MrBerCramVhandi an4 requested him 
to keep it for five years ^ith the seal im* 
broken, until the month of Nov^ember w^is 
expired. After that date had interve- 
n^i he left him at liberty to examine the 
writing) trusting that the first fatal period 
being then safely overpassed, no credit 
would be paid to its farther contents. 
This Mr Bertram was content to promise, 
and Mannering, to ensure his fidelity, hint- 
ed at misfortunes which would certainly 
take place if his injunctions were neglect- 
ed. The rest of the day, which Man* 
nering by Mr Bertram^s invitation spent at 
EUangowan, past over without any thing 
remarkable ; and ovl the morning of that 
which followed, the traveller mounted his 
palfrey, bade a courteous adieu to his hos- 
pitable landlord, and to his clerical attend- 
ant, repeated his good wishes for the pros- 
perity of the famUy,^and then, turning his 
horse's head towards England, disappeared 
fr<»n the sight of the inmates of Elian- 
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•f Q«r rtaden, Ibr it it to tMthci and 
later pariod of hit life that tiu ffeaoit 
Barratirc relate fc 
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Next die Josdoe^ 
lBMrRNUiilb^,witheood€iipo»llMd^ ' 
Willi cgwi 8ev«f% aa^ bfliircl of fofiOBl €i|t^ 
FqU of v49e saw% •»<) mo^derp ipatsnoet : 
Ai|d 80 he plays his part-*— 

^^ \ 

Wheit MrsBertnin of Ellangowan mi 
A^le fea liear the n^wt of what had fumd 
fcriBg KeT eoBtneraent^ btr apartmaAt 
mig nrkh all maBAer of go^sipiag raapecfc 
mg t)ia kaodMBM young studrat fitKB 
Oxford, who had told auch a fortime bji 
the stara *o the 3^011119 Laif d, '' blesaiiigs 
M hia damby Iei^«^ The form, accent^ 
Mid imiBfieFt, of tile atranger, were expft* 
tiated upon. His horae, hridle, saddle^ 
aad atirrupa, did mot reaoam uMieti^ed. 
Alt this made a gr«at raipr^taion u|m» the 
mmd ef Mra Bertram, for the good tadjp 

Hid tto 0fl»all atow ^i MpefMitiMw 
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Her first employment, when she became 
capable of a little work, was to make a 
smalk velvet bag for the scheme of nativi- 
ty which she had obtained from her hus^ 
band. Her fingers itched: to break the 
seal, but credulity proved stronger thaa 
curiosity ; and: she had the firmness, to m- 
close it, » in ftH its integrity, within twa 
slips of parchment, which /she ^owed 
round it, to prevent its being chafed. 
The whole was then indoiued in the velvet 
bag' aforesaid) and hung as. a charm, round 
the neck of the infant, wh^ere his mother 
ffesolved it should cenpain until the period 
£m> the legitimate satis&cticfn of b^r <Mi^^ 
osityshonld arrive. > * 

' The^father also resolved tado hiapaft 
by. the child/ ia securing him. a goodediu^ 
cation; and with the view that it shQ^ 
cotmmence with, (he* first dawmogs, of ff^ 
son, Domrnie Saoipaou was. easily induced 
to renounce his public professipn. of pariBJtii 
schdolmajster, make his constant resideaci^ 
at the Plafi6, a(Bd, in. ciniw4o|£^M» oC « ^^ 
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Bot quite equal to the wages of a footman 
ev^i at that time, to undertake to eorhmiH 
iiioate to the future Laird of £Hangdwan 
all the erudition which he had, and all the 
graced and accomplishments which-^he 
had not indaedy but which he had' never 
discovered that he wanted In this ar* 
rangement, the laird found also his. pri- 
vate advantage ; securing the constant 
benefit of a patient auditor to whom he 
told his stories when they were alone, and 
at whose expence he could break a sljr 
jest, when he had company. 

About four years after this timei a grea^ 
eemmo^ion took place in the county wher6 
Ellangawan is situated. 

Those who watched the signs of the 
timesy had long been of opinion that a 
change of ministry was about to take 
place ; and, at length, after a due prapor* 
tion af hopes, fears, and delays, rumoura 
from good authority, and bad authority,, 
and no authority at all, after some clubs 
had drauk Up with this atatounan, and. 
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otbers Dowii with hkn ; tftor ridiii|^ 9»d 
nmniDg, and potting, and addimii^g, imd 
eomfter^addreftsiiigv and praffcits <if Uma 
and fortoaea, tiie bio v waa at . kngth 
•teneky tha adaiinifttratioD of tba day wat 
difsolvedy and parUament, at a satufil 
eonsequenee, mat dtasolved ab<v 

Sir Thosias Kittlecimrti like QCkw wmt* 
bait in the tame sitQatk)!!^ potted dmra ti» 
bis eomty, and mat biU an indifferent w^ 
oaptipn. Ha was a partisan of the old ads 
minittnUton ; and tba firkndt ef tiMi neir 
had already set abai^it an aetiifncanfata Ha 
behalf of Jahn Featherhead, £s%» Mihe kApt 
ttie best boiindt and hunteft la tte thiffti. 
Among others who jmned the ttandand oSL 
fevolt ims Gilbert Glosain^ writer » «-»-~^ 
agent for the Laird of Ellangowan. Tbift 
benest gentleman had either been refnieA 
tome favour by Uie old member, of , wbali 
it equally likely, he bad gat aU that be 
bad the moat distant pretentton te arii^ 
and oonld only .look to the other side £ar 
fieah advaacenient Mf Qiossin bad a 

6 



vote iijp<m £llaiigowm'» pra|«rty, w Hm 
b^i b«fo»€ oboefv^d ; md be wm amp 

(m sdap, tbeif lw9g no 4fQ«bt wlu^h 

side Mr Bertram would embraqe io ikm 
caateft t He wn\y p«f suAdcfd EUsoigow. 
aa, thai it would be «rf diUbte to him ta 
takjp tUe il^ld «t the h«iid of M strong i^ 
Pv^ «i Risible i and immediately wait 
tQ Mrwk^ iiaalQiiig voteoiy as every Scotch 
lawyer kEOWi how, by splitting a^ snbdi* 
vising Ibe superiorities upoa thi^ anoioAt 
^wl oiMJe powerful baroBy. These, wero 
w>e3iteMive, that, by dint of cUppipg ajid 
P^g beroy adding and eiki»g there, axidi 
cf«Q^t}^g».o?e^lords upon all the estate 
^hij^b Bertraf9 beW of the crowo, they 
^^Hueed, wpo« the day of contest, at the 
^W^ of ten as good men of parohmeat; 
^ever took the oatb of tr^st aiid posses* 
^><HL This strong reinfiooFcemejoit turned 
^ dubious day of battle* The principal 
^^ his agent divided the honour ; the re^ 
^^^^ fiell to the latter exelusively* Mr 



Gilbert. Glossin was made ckrk of the 
peace, and Godfrey Bertram had his name 
inserted in a new commission of justices, 
issued immediately upon the sitting of the 
{parliament. 

"- This had been the summit of Mr Bbr- 
tram's ambition; not that he liked either 
the trouble or the responsibility of the 
eflSce, but he thought it was a djignity to 
which he was well entitled, and that it 
had b^en withheld from him by malice 
'prepense. But there is an old and true 
Scotch proverb, *' Fools should not have 
chapping Sticks f that is, weapons of of*' 
fence. Mr Bertram was ho sooner pos« 
sessed of the judicial authority #faich he 
bad so much longed for, than he began ta' 
exercise it with more severity than mercy, 
and totally belied all the opinions which 
had hitherto been for^fned of his inert^ 
good-nature. We have read somewhere 
of a justice of peace, who, upon being no- 
minated in the commission, wrote 'a letter 
%6 a bookseVter for the-^tatutes re&pectmg^ 
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bis official duty, in the following ortlio- 
graphy, — " Please send the ax relating 
to a gustus pease/' No doubt, when this 
learned gentleipan had possessed himself 
of the axe^ he hewed the laws with it to 
some purpose. Mr Bertram was not quite 
so ignorant of English grafhmar as bis 
worshipful, predecessor; but Augustus 
Pease himself could not have used more 
indiscriminately the, weapon unwarily put 
iato his hand. 

In good earnest, he considered the com- 
mission with which he bad been entrusted 
^ a personal mark of favour from his so- 
vereign ; forgetting that he had formerly 
thought.his being deprived of a privilege^ 
or honour, common to thosa of his rank, 
was the result of mere party cabal. He 
commanded his trusty aid-de-camp, Domi^ 
Qie Sampson, to read aloud the cominis-r^ 
sion; and at the first words, '^ The king 
has been pleased to appoint"—** Pleased T 
he exclaimed, in a transport of gratitude ; 
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'^ HmkeH g«nt)emaa I Fm twe be cftuitt 
h€ befete pkaaed than; I mou'^ 

Acoordinglyt uEwilling to confiiie hia 
gnfcttude to mere fiedinga, or Tcrhal ex-> 
preasioosy iw gave ftiU esnrent to the new^ 
faom ttftl ol office^ aDd endmyottred ta 
eitprtis hia aetaae of the honour oonlefred 
upoft hinip hy an ttnmitigated Activity ia 
the discharge of hia duty» New brooiBa, 
itia sald^ aweep clean ; and I myself can 
bear witness, that^ upon the arrival oi a 
new housemaid) the ancient, here^taryy 
and d^meatic apideia, who have api^n their 
weha over the lower division of my fapok^ 
abelvea, (consisting ditefly of law and di* 
vjni^,) dming the peaceful teign of her 
predeeeasor, fly at full speed belb«e^the 
ujaoxpected inroads of the new mereeaafy. 
Even SQ the La^rd oi Ellangowan r«kh^ 
lesaly comaaenced his magiaterial leform, 
at the expence of various established aad 
superannuated pickers and steatera, who 
had been his neighbours for half a cen* 
tury. He wrought his miracles like a 
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eeeond Duke Humphry ; aad, by Aie ui- 
flueBce o£ tbc beadle's rod, caiiMd the 
hune to walki die Uind to leei and the 
}ytbfcd to htbour. He detected poBchei% 
fahH3k«fishe»y tnrchtrd'^breakers^ end pi«- 
geoDHiheoterB ; had the appkote ^af the 
bench for btf reward^ and the public cra- 
^t of an actiTe iBagittrate* 

All thia good bad its mteafate pn^iortioa 
ef eviL Evea an admitted naitttice, of 
«nesent staadingv thouM aot be abated 
trithoat sone cautiom* The aeal of Mr 
^rmthf friend now intAmoi m great dit- 
treA sundry persomgn^ wbese idle and 
flKAdieatit babits his aira Ai^He had 
cofitrtboted to foster^ until these habita 
had become irreclaiaoable, or whose veid 
nrspacity of exei^ttoii letidered dsetn fit 
eibjeets, m their 6vm pfanse* fot the diSh 
nty of all widMWposed ClmstMBss. The 
** Idog'-fenieinbardd beggai^,*' who im: 
twenty years bad made his regular tbusHis 
withhi the fictghbouirfaeo^ ceeeived ra- 
ther aa an humble f rietad' tiMaa aa on eijoat 
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of cbarity, was sent to the neighbouring 
urorkhouse. ' The^ decrepit dame, who tra> 
Telled round the parish upon a hand-ban- 
lt>w, circulating from house to house like 
a bad shilling, which every one is in haste 
to pass upon his neighbour ; she, who used 
to call for her bearers as loud, or louder, 
than a traveller.demands post-horses, evea 
she shared the same disastrous fate. ' The 
/'daft Jock/' who> half knave, half idiot, had 
been the sport of each succeeding race of 
Tillage children for a good part of a cen- 
tury, was remitted to the county bridewell, 
where, secluded from free air and sunshine, 
.the only advantages be was capable of en«- 
joytng, he piiied and died in the course of 
six months. The old sailor, who had so 
long rejoiced the smoky rafters of every 
kitchen in thexountry, byjsinging.Ci!^^ii 
Wardf and Bold Admiral Benbaw^ was ba- 
nished from the coiinty for no better rea- 
{M>n^ than that he w^as supposed to speak 
with a . Strang . Irish accent* £ven the 
annual rounds of the pedlar we ve abolish- 
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^ by the Justiecy ia his hasty zaal fortfa# 
adroinistraticm of rural police.. .!■ ,. 

These things did not. pass without notitie 
and censure. !We.are not made of wood 
onstooei and the thinga. whi<^ cpnneet 
themwives .with our Jiwrts and babtto 
caon^t, like bark or lichen, be rent^a^ay 
witfajQut Qlir missing them-.i The farnier's 
dame lacked her . uaUal ahitre of inteUi^ 
grace, perhaps also the sielf-applaufid which 
she hac} fejit Mobile disjtributiQgthQ/Tr^il^ 
(alms,) in shape af ^.gmopm (l;i4ndful) of 
oatmeal, to the niiendicant who brought the 
aews. .The cottage feUincpnvenience from 
interruption of.the fialtry trade- carried oii 
by, the itinerant dealeri^. . The^ childrieii 
had aot. their sugar-piuma and toys; the 
youQg women waiited fins, ribbons^ conxbs^ 
and hallads; and the old could AoJonger 
barter their egg4 for salt, snuff, aii.dftobai> 
CD^ . AH th^e circumstances, brought the 
buay Laird jof £ll|ingowa.n into discredit^ 
which was mor^ gen^eiCa)^ Qn acoQunt of bift 
former popularity. £v€^ his lineage waa 
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ItfOttgki up iB judgoieprt against him. They 
thought '' na<)thiag of what the like of 
OrMaaidei or Bumvilk) or Yiewforth, 
inight ck>y that were strangers in the com*- 
try; hot EUengowant that had beeu afieme 
eimmg tbem since tiie mirk Moiiamtiiy/ 
and lang before^bt to be grttididg the 
poof at that rate )-^Thiy ca'd his grand- 
AiOier the Wicked Laird ; but, iheugta he 
wu wbilei flections aneticb, when be got 
Mto foviiig eoanptai^^ and had ta'fn the 
drap drink, he WMld hate teemed to ga»g 
en at this gntd Na^ na, the muc^le chim^- 
ney in the auld Fluce reeked like a kiilogie 
in hit time^ and there were as nsony puir 
fbik riving at the banes in tiic ftourt, and 
about the doori at there were gentlAtki the 
hi.* And thfi leddy^ onilka Christmas night 
n it came rMmd, gae twtlTe siller pennies 
to ilka pvir body a^beat^ in honour of tbe 
twelve efiostias lik^ Tbey were Ibnd tn 
4ar it pa^ltvie; b«t I think oer gfeat 
^k might talce a kason fme the papfeta 
whilei. Hiay gi« anothef sort o* kelp tft 
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puir folk than just dinging down a sax* 
pence in the broad on the sabbath, and 
kilting, and scourging, and drumming 
them a' the six days o* the week be- 
sides." , 

Such was the gossip over the good two* 
penny in every ale-house within three or 
four miles of EUangowan, that being about 
the diameter of the orbit in which our 
friend Godfrey Bertram, Esq. J. P. must 
be considered as the principal luminary. 
Still greater scope was given to evil 
tongue's by the jemoval of a colony of 
gypsies, with one of whom our reader is 
somewhat acquainted, and who had for 
a great many years enjoyed their chief set*- 
tlement upon the estate of Ellangowan. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Cotne> princes of tHe ragged regiment, 
You of the blood ! Priggf my most upright lord. 
And these^ what name or title e'er ,they,beary \ <. 
JarkmanfOT Patrieoy Cranke or Clapper- dudgion^ - 
FraUr or Abram-maA^ speak of all. — 

Beggar^ s Buik^ 

• • • - - ' I 

^LTHOUGH.the<:haractcr of those gypsey 
tribes, which formerly inunda1;ed most of 
the nations of Europe^ and which in some 
degree still subsist among them as a dis-^: 
tinct people, is generally understood, the 
reader will pardon my saying a few words 
respecting their situation in Scotland. 

It is well known that the gypsies were, 
at an early period, acknowledged as a se* 
parate and independent race by one of the 
Scottish monarchs, and that they were 
less favourably distinguished by a subse- 



^uent laur/whidh' rendered the character 
of gypsey equals in the judicial balancCi M 
that' of cbmmoti and habitual thiefi and 
prescribed his punishment • accordingly. 
Notwithstanding' the sev-efity of this and 
other : statotes/ the fratetntty prospered 
amid the digresses of the country, and re- 
ceived large accessions from among those 
whoHi famine; oppression, or the sword of 
war; had deprived of the ordinary means of 
subsistence. They lost in a great measure, 
by thisintermixturej the national character 
of Egyptians/ and became a mingled race, 
having all the idleness and predatory ha- 
bits* of their jeastern ancestors, with a fero- 
city which 4hey probalbly borrowed from 
tfac men of the^north who joined their so* 
ciety. They travelled in different bands, 
and had rules among themselves* by which 
^ach tribe was confined tdits own district. 
The) slightest invasion of. the precincts 
which had been assigned to another tribe 
pri)d'ttced desperate skirmishes, in which 
there was. often much blood shed. 
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. The patri«tic Fkitobei^of Saltoun drew 
a pioture of these baodiui about a centyii^ 
ago» which my readers will peruse, wi^h 
astonishmeat. 

^* There are .at this day in SbotlMid 
(besides a great many poqc&niilies rtky 
iBeanly provided for by tbeehurch baxes^ 
with others, who, by living upon bad £Md^ 
fall intoi it^rious diseases) two hundred 
thousand |>«ople begging from door 4» 
doon These are not only no way aidvaw* 
tageous, but a very grievous burden to so 
poor a country. And though the number 
of them be perhaps double to what it was 
formerly, by reason of this present gretsit 
distress, yet in all times there have been 
about one hundred thousand, of those vsa^ 
gabonds, who have lived without any re* 
gard or subjection either to the laws of this 
land, or even those of God and nature; 
♦ # • # # ♦^ No magistrate coi:Udc ever 

discover, or be informed, which wlay one 
in a hundred of these wretches »dved, or 
that ever they were baptieed* Many mur« 
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ders have been discovered among them ; 
and they are not onty a moat unspeakable 
oppression to poor tenants, (who, if they 
give not bread, or some kind of provision 
to perhaps forty such villains in one day, 
are sure to be insulted by them,) but they 
rob many poor people who live in houses 
distant from any neighbourhood* In years 
of plenty many thousanda of ^hem meet 
together in the mountainsi where they 
feast and riot for many days ; and at coun« 
try M^ddings, markets, burials, and other 
the like public oceasionsi they are to be 
seen, both man and woman, perpetually 
drunk, cursing, blaspheming, and fighting 
together.^ 

Notwithstanding the deplorable picture 
presented in this extract, and which Fiet^ 
cher himself) though the energetic and 
eloquent friend of freedom, saw no better 
mode of correcting than by introducing a 
system of domestic slavery, the progress 
of time, and increase both of the means of 
life and of the power of the laws, gradusl* 
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ly reduced this drcedful evil . witfain more 
narrow bounds. The tribes of gypsies, 
jockies, or cairdSi— for by all these deno- 
minations . such banditti were known^ — 
became few innumberi and many were en<- 
tirely rooted out. Stilly however, enough 
remained to give occasional alarm and 
constant vexation. . Some rude handicrafts 
were entirely. re«igu$^ to th^i^itinerli|iif^ 
particularly tbe^^rtof trencber-makibgi of 
manufact;uringbotli«spoQiiS|.aiid the whole 
mystery of the tinker* To: these they add- 
ed a p^tty ti^de in the cp|trse sodrts . of 
earthen-ware. Such were:their osten^iible. 
means Qf; livelihood* Eaph tribd^had usual- 
ly some fixed place of rendezvous^ ^hich 
thejr occasionally occupied and considered 
as their standiiig campj and in tibe vicinity 
of which they geneitally abjitained. ffom 
depredation. They had. even talents and 
accomplishment) which made them OQca* 
fionally useful and entertaining. Many 
cultivated ma^icrwjth sjiiQQess; and : the 
favpurite fiddler or pip^r of a district WJasi 
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often to be found in a gypsey town. They 
understood all out-of-door sports, especial^ 
ly otter-hunting, fishing, or finding game. 
In winter, the women told fortunes, the 
men shewed tricks of legerdemain ; and 
these accomplishments often helped away 
a weary or stormy evening in the circle of 
the '• farmer's ha'." The wildness of their 
character, and the indomitable pride with 
which they despised all tegular labour, 
commanded a certain awe, which was not 
diminished by the consideration, that these 
strollers were a vindictive race, and were 
Restrained by no check, either of fear or 
conscience, from taking desperate ren* 
geante upon those who had offended 
them. These tribes were, in * shorty the 
Farias of Scotland, living like wild In* 
dians among European settlers, and, like 
them, judged of rather by their own cus- 
toms, habits, and opinions, than as if they 
had been members of the civilized part of 
tl)e community. Some hordes of them 
yet remain, chiefly in such situations a$ 
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afford a ready eacape either into a waste 
country^ or into another juri^iction. Nor 
are the features of their character much 
softened. Their numbers, however, are 
so greatly diminished, that, instead of one 
hundred thousand^ as calculated by Flet« 
cher, it would now perhaps be impossible 
to collect above five hu)idred throughout 
all Scotland/ 

A tribe of these itinerants, to whoufi 
Meg MarriKes appertained, had long been 
as aiatbnary as their habits permitted^ ia 
a glen. upon the estate of Ellaogowan. 
They had there erected a few huts, whicli 
they denominated their '' city of refuge,^ 
i&d where, when not absent on excur- 
sion v they harboured junmOlested, as the 
cfovi^ that roosted in the old ash-trees 
around them. They had been such long 
occupants, that they were considered ia 
some degree as proprietors of the wretch- 
ed sheelings which they inhabited. This 
protection they were said anciently to have ^ 
repaid, by service to the laird in war, ofi 
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more frequently, by infesting and plunder- 
ing the lands of those neighbouring barons 
with whom he chanced to be at feud. Lat- 
terlyi their services were of a more pacific 
nature. The women spun mittens for the 
lady, and knitted boot-hose for the laird, 
which were annually presented at Christ- 
mas with great form. The ^ged sybils 
blessed the bridal bed of the laird when 
lie. married, and the cradle of the heir 
when born. The men repaired her lady- 
ship's cracked china, and assisted the laird 
in his sporting parties, wormed his dogs, 
and cut the ears of his terrier puppies«v 
The children gathered nuts in the woods, 
and crane- berries in the moss, and mush* 
rooms upon the pastures, for tribute to 
the Place. These acts of voluntary ser* 
vice, and acknowledgments of depend* 
ence, were rewarded by protection on 
some occasions, connivance upon others, 
and broken victuals^ ale, and brandy, when 
circumstances called for a display of geae^ 

£ 2 
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rosity ; and. this mutual intercourse of 
good offices, which had taken place for at 
least two centuries, rendered the inhabit- 
ants of Demcleugh a Hind of privileged 
lef&iners upon the estate of EUangowan. 
•* The knkvie&'^were. ihd Lairg's' 'i exceed- 
ing good friends j'\ and he would have 
deemed, himself very ill used, if his conn* 
tenance could not nowand then have borne 
-^ein out against the law of the country 
and the local magistrate. But this frie^id* 
15^ union was. soon to be dissolved. 

The community of D^rncleugh, who 
cared for no . rogues but their own, were 
wholly without alarm- at the severity of 
the justice's proceedings towards other 
itinerants* They had no doubt that he 
determined to suffer no mendicants or 
strollers in the country, but what resided 
on his own property, and practised <their 
trade by his immediate permission, implied 
or expressed* Nor was Mr Bertram in a 
hurry to exert his newly ^^cquired autho* 
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rity at the expence of thete aid seUlers. 
Bat he was driven on by circumstaiQoes* 

At the quarter sessions, our n0^w justice 
was publicly upbraided by agetltleman of 
the opposite party in county politics, that, 
while he affected a great zeal for the pub- 
lic police, and seemed ambitious of the 
fame of an active magistrate, he fostered 
a tribe of the great'^t rogues in the coun- 
try,^and permitted them to harbour within 
a mile of the house of £llaogowan. To 
this there was no reply, for the fact was 
too evident and well known. The Laird 
digested the taunt as he best could, and 
in his way home amused himself with 
speculations on the easiest method of 
ridding himself of these vagrants, who 
brought a stain upon his fair fame as a 
magistrate, lust as he had resolved to 
take the first opportunity of quarrelling 
with the Parias of Derncleugh, a cause of 
provocation presented itself. 
. ^ Since our friend's advancement to be a 
conservator of the peace^ he bad caused 
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the gate at the head of his avenue, which 
formerly^ having only one hingei remaior 
ed at all times hospitably open — he had 
caused this gate, I say, to be jaewly hung 
and handsomely painted. He had alsc^ 
shut up with paling, curiously twisted with 
furze,^ certain holes in the fences adjoin* 
ing, through which the gypsey boys used 
to scramble into the plantations to gathe? 
birds' nests, the seniors of the village to 
make a short cut from one point to ano» 
ther, and the kds and lasses for evening 
rendezvous — all without offence taken,, 
or leave asked. But these halcyon daya 
were now to have end^ and a minatory io* 
scription upon one side of the gate inti- 
mated '^ prosecution according to law"* 
(the painter had spelt it persecutum — ^I'uxt 
vaut bien I'autre) to all who should be 
found trespassing on these enelosuresr 
Upon the other side, for uniformity's 
sake» was a precautionary anAunciatioQ^ 
of spring*guns, stamps, and man* traps of 
such formidable powers, that, said the 
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rubrick, with an emphatic nota bene-^^* If 
a man goes in, they will break a home's 
leg." 

In defiance of these threats^ six welU 
grown gypsey boys and girls were riding 
cock-horse upon the new gate, and plaits 
ing may-flower, which it was but too evi^ 
dent had been gathered within the forbid- 
den precincts. With as much anger as be 
was capable of feelings or perhaps of assu* 
ming, the Laird commanded tliem to de« 
seend ; — they paid no attention to his ipan- 
date : he then began to pull them down 
one after anotl>er ;— tliey resisted^ passive^ 
ly at least, each sturdy bronxed varlet 
making himself as heavy as he could, o? 
climbing up as fast as he was dismounted* 

The Laird then called in the assistance 
of his servant, a surly fellow^ who bad im« 
mediate recourse to his .horse-whip» A 
few lashes sent the party a-scampering ; 
and thus eommeaced the first breach of 
peace between the house of Elkngowan 
and the gypsies of De»clettgh» 
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The latter could hot for some time ima^ 
gme that the war was real ; — until they 
found that their children were liorse* 
whipped by the grieve when found tres- 
passing ; that their asses were poinded by 
the ground-ofitcer when left in the planta* 
tions, or even when turned to graze by 
the road-side against the provision of the 
turnpike acts ; that the constable began 
to make curious enquiries into their mode 
of%tlbllig a livekhocJd, and expfrelsed bis 
surprise that the men should sleep in the 
hovels^ all day, and be abroad the greater 
part of the night. 

« When matters came to this point, the 
gypsies, without scruple, entered upon 
measures of retaliation. Ellangowan's hen- 
roosts were plundered, his linen stolen 
from the lines or bleaching ground, his 
fishings poached, his dogs kidnapped, his 
growing trees cut or, barked. Much pet- 
ty mischief was done, and some evidently 
for the miscfaaef's sake. On the other 
hand, warrants went forth, without mer«^ 
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cy, to pursue, search for, take, and appre* 
head; and, notwithstanding their dexte- 
rity, one or two of the depredators were 
unable to iEivoid conviction. One, a stout 
young fellow,. who sometimes had gone to 
sea a*fishing, was handed over to the Cap- 
tain of the impre§|, serv^e at D— j two 
children weresoiwdly -ilogg^, and one 
Egyptian matron sent to the house of cor« 
rection. ^ 

Still, however, the gypsies made no mo- 
tion to leave the spot which they had so 
long inhabited, and Mr Bertram felt an 
unwillingness to deprive them of their an- 
cieiit^* city of refuge ;" so that the petty 
warfare we have fiotioed continued for se« 
vcral naonths, withopt inereats^e or abate* 
ment of hostilities, on either side. 
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CHAPTBB VIII. 

So the red IndlaD^ by Ontario^ side* 
Nursed hardy on the brindled panther's hide. 
As fades his swarthy race^ with anguish sees 
The white nan's cottage rise beneath the trees ; 
He leaves the shelter of his native wood* 
He leaves the murmur of Ohio's flood. 
And forward rushing in indignant grief. 
Where never foot has trode the fallen leaf^ 
He bends his ooune where twilight reigns 'snblime* 
Q^9t forests silent since the birth of time, 

* Scenet of Infancy. 

Iff tracing the rise and progress of the 
Scottish Maroon war, we must not omit 
to mention that years had rolled onr 
and that little Harry Bertram, one of the 
hardiest and most lively children that ever 
made a sword and grenadier's cap of rushes, 
now approached his fifth revolving birth* 
day, A hardihood of disposition, which 
early developed itself, made him already 

5 
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a little wanderer ; he was well acquainted 
with every patch of lea ground and dingle 
around EUangowan, and could tell in hi$ 
broken language upon what baulks grew 
the bonnieit flowers, and what copse had 
the ripest nuts. He repeatedly terri- 
fied his attendants by clambering about 
the ruins of the old castle, and had more 
than once made a stolen excursion as far 
as the gypsey hamlet. 

Upon these occasions he was generally 
brought back by M^ Merrilies, who^^ 
though she eould not be prevailed upoft to 
enter the Place of Ellaago wan after her ne* 
phew had been givea up to the press^gang^ 
did Hot apparently extend her resentswot 
to the child. On the contrary, she often 
contrived to wajr-lay him in his walks, sing 
him a gypsey song, give him a ride upon her 
jack*asS| and thrust into his pocket a piece 
of gingerbread or a red-cheeked apple. 
This woman's ancient attachment to the 
family, repelled and checked in every 
other direction, seemed to rejoice in ha- 



114 GU7 MANN£RIN«. 

virig some object on which it oouid yet 
repose and expand itself. She prophesied 
a hundred times, " that young Mr Hen- 
ry would be the pride o' the family, and 
there had nae been sick a sprout frae the 
auld aik, since the death of Arthur Mac 
Dingawaie, that was killed in the battle 
o^ the Bloody Bay; as for the present 
stick, it was good for naething.bat fire- 
wood." Upon one occasion, when the 
child was ilU she lay all night bdow; the 
window, chauntidg a rhyme' which she 
believed sovereign as a febrifuge^ and 
could neither be prevailed upon to enter 
the house, nor to leave the stsiticm she 
had chosen, till she was informed that the 
crisis was over. « , 

The affection of this womftn bfeoone 
matter of suspicion, not indeed to the 
Laird, who was never hasty in suspecting 
evil, but to his wife, who had indtfiecent 
health and poor spirits. She was now far 
advanced in a second pregnancy^ sh^ 
could not walk abroad herself, the wo^ 
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man who attended upon Harry was young 
and thoughtless, and she prayed Dominie 
Sampson to undertake the task of v,atch« 
ing the boy in his rambles, when he should 
not be otherwise. accompanied. .The Do^ 
miaie loved his young charge/ atud.was 
enraptured with his own success, in ha- 
ving already brought him so £ar in his 
learning as to spell words of three sylla*- 
bles. The idea of this early . prodigy of 
erudition Jbetng carried off hyi the gypsies, 
Kke a second Ada<n. Smith, was not to: b^ 
tolerated; and aocordingly,. .tbcmgh the 
charge was contrary to. all bis habsta 4^ 
Sfe, he ^readily undertook it, and might 
^t . se^ stalking aimut with a . «iathe; 
fnaticiEil problem iahis head, .aoLdbis eye 
upon a c^ild of jfiVe years old, whoje ram- 
bles led him into a hundfed lawk^^rd 
^ituatiQus. . Twice was the Dojuinie ch«« 
sed by ; a cro^^grainisd CQiW, once, be fell 
into the broo]^ crossing at the stepping* 
stonesj and another time was bogged up 
to the middle in th^ plough of i,oohe;id. 
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in attempting to gather a water-lily for 
the young Laird. It vras the opinion of the 
village matrons who relieved Sampson on 
the latter occasioni '* that the Laird might 
as weel trust the care o* his bairn to a po» 
tatoe bogle f but the good Dommie bore 
all his disasters with gravity and serenity 
equally imperturbable. '^ Prodi* gi^ous !'' 
was the only ejaculation they ever extort- 
ed friHD the nittch«enduring man. 

The Laird had, by this thne, determi<» 
ned to make root-and-branch work with 
tbe Maroona of Demcleugh. The old 
servants shook their beads at his propo« 
salt and even Dominie Sampson ventured 
iqpon an indirect femonstrance« As, how* 
ever 9 it was condied in the oracular phrase, 
^ Ne mweas Camerinam,*' neither the alia* 
sion, nor the language in which it was ex* 
pressed, were calculated for Mr Bertram'^ 
edification, and matters proceeded against 
the gypsies in form of law. £very door 
in the hamlet was chalked by the ground 
officer, in token of a formal warning ta 
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remos^e at nextierm. StUi, however^ they 
shawMl no symptoms either of sabmiisiom 
or of compliance. At length the term* 
day, the fata) Martinmas, arriredy and viob 
lent mesaatires of ejection were resorted to, 
k strong pMse of peace-office)^, sufficient 
to render ail resistance vain^ charged the 
inhabitants to depart by noon; and, as 
they did not obey, the officers, in terms of 
their ^w^rran^t, proceeded to unroof tlie cot* 
tageS) and puil dow«n the wretched doors 
and w^doiv?,^'*^ summary and effectual 
mode of emotion still practised in some 
remote parts of Scotland, when a tmant 
proves refractory. The gypsies^ for a 
time, beheld the work of destruction in 
sullen silence and inactivity; then set 
ibout saddling and loaiding thdr asses^ and 
makin^J^preparation^ for their dep^ture, 
'Ihese were soou accomplished, where all 
had the hs^its-of wwdering Tartars; and 
they set forth on their journey to seefc 
r^ew^ettlements, whet etheir'patrons should 
neither be of the quoram^ nor custoarotu* 
lorum. 
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.Certom qoalnis of feeling/ had detened 
Ellaogowan fcom .attcmding in perroni to 
see bis tenants expelled. He lefttheex^ 
ecutive part;of the fausiiKess to the.officers 
of the law» under the immediate direction 
of Frank Kennedy, a super viior, or riding* 
officer belonging/ to the exeise» who had 
of late become intimate at the Place, and 
of wfaom rwe shall have more today! in the 
njs&t chapter. Mir Bertram bimaelf chose 
that day to make a visit to a friend at some 
distance* But it so happened, notwith- 
standing his precautions, .that he could not 
avoid meeting his late tenailts during their 
retreat from his jwropferty*- - k. 

It was in a holkfw way, near the. top of 
a steep ascent upon the verge of the £1- 
l&ngowan estate, that Mr Bertram met the 
gypiey piodession.. Bour rtir . fijrt: men 
fbnued the advanced. piaidiy wrapjpednia 
Itog loose: great coats^.thdt hid thfiiv tall 
slender figures, as the large slouchMhats, 
drawn ov^r their, brows,, couciealed their 
wild features^ dark eyiss, and swar^y faces. 
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Two of them carried long^ fowling-pieces, 
one wore a broad-sword without a sheath^ 
and all had the Highland dirk, though 
they did not wear that weapon openly or 
ostentatiously. Behind them followed the 
train of laden asses, and small carts, or 
tumblers^ as they were called in that coun« 
try» oa which were laid the decrepit and 
the helpless, the aged and infant psirt of 
the exiled cpm munity. The women in their, 
red ql(>akB'ahd straw hats,, the elder child-, 
ren with bare heads, and bare feet, and aU 
most naked bodies, had the immediate 
care of tlie little caravan; The road was 
narrowj running between two broken 
banks of sand, and Mr Bertram's servant 
rode fof warc^ smacking his whip with an 
air of authofity, and motioning to the 
drivers to' allow free passage to their bet- 
ters. His signal was unattended to. He, 
then called to the men who lounged idly 
on before, ** Stand to your beasts' heads, 
amd make room for the Laird to pass." 
"He shall liaye his shayeof the road,'* 
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answered 51 male gypsey from under his 
slouched and large-brimmed hat, and with- 
out raising his face, ^^ and he shall have 
nae mair; the highway is as free to our 
cuddies as to his gelding." 

The tone of the man being sullcy, and 
even menacing, Mr Bertram thought it 
best to put his dignity in his pocket, and 
pass by the procession quietly, upon such 
space as they chose to leave for his accom- 
modation, which was narrow enough. To 
cover with an appearance of indiflference his 
feeling of the want of respect with which 
he was treated, he addressed one of the 
men, as he passed him without any show 
of greeting, salute, or recognition,— "Giles 
Baillie,** he said, ** have you heard that 
your son Gabriel is well ?** (The question 
respected the young man who had been 
pressed.) 

" If I had heard otherwise," said the old 
man, looking up with a stern and mena* 
cing countenance, " you should have heard 
of it too." And he plodded on his way, 
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larryiag no farther question. Wheft the 
Laird had pressed onward widi difficulty 
among a crowd of familiiir faceSi in which 
lie now only read hatred and contempt, but 
which had on all former occasiona marked 
his approach with the reverence due to 
that of a superior being, and had got clear 
t)f the thtong) he cbsld not help turning 
his horie, and looking back to mark the 
progress of their march* The group would 
bare been an excellent suljject for the 
pencil of Calotte. The van had already 
reached a small and stunted thicket, which 
was at the bottom of the hill, and which 
gradually hid the line of march until the 
last stragglers disappeared. 

His sensationa were bitter enough. The 
race, it is true, which he had thus sum* 
marily dismissed from their ancient place 
of refuge, was idle and vicious ; but had 
he endeavoured to render them otherwise? 
They were not more irregular ^characters 
now, than they had been while they were ad« 

VOL. I. r 
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mitted to consider tbemsdvelsal A»dtl 6f 
subordinate dependants of his family ; and 
ought the circumstance of his becqming 
a magistrate to have made at once such 
a change in his conduct towards them ? 
SoiBJ^^means of reformation oiight at. least 
to have been tried, before sending seven 
families at once upon the wide world, and 
deprivingthem of a degree of countenance, 
which withheld them at least from atro- 
cious guilt There was also a natural yearn- 
ing of heart upon parting with so many 
known and familiar faces ; and to this feel« 
ing Godfrey Bertram was peculiarly ac- 
cessible^ from the limited' qualities of bis 
mind, which sought its principal amuse- 
meiits^'among the petty objects around 
him. As^he was about to turn his horseV 
head to pursue his journey^ Meg Merrilies, 
who had lagged behind the troop, unex- 
pectedly presented herself. 

: She . was standing upon one of those 
high hanks, which, as we before noticed, 
overhung the road; so that she was pla- 
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ced considerably higher than Ellango Wan, 
even though he was on horseback ; and 
her tall figure, . relieved agannst the clear 
blue sky, seemed almost of supernatural 
heigh t« We have noticed, tbat there was 
in her : general attire,^ or rather in h^r 
mode of adjusting it, somewhat of a fo- 
reign costume, artfully adopted perhaps 
for the ^purpose of adding to the effect 
of her spells /and predictions, dr perhaps 
from some traditional notioni^ respectmg 
the. dress of her ancestors. : On this occa- 
sion, she;had a large piece of red cotton 
cloth reeled about her head in the form of 
a turban, from beneath: which her dark 
eyes flashed with uncommon lustre. Her 
loi% and tangled black hair fell in elf 
locks from^the folds of this singular head 
gear. Her attitude was that of a sybil in 
frenzy, and she stretched out, jn her 
rigbt/hand, a sapling bough which seem- 
ed just pulled. 

; ":nibe'd---T-+'d," said the groom, ^* if 
she ba3 not: been cutting the young ashes 
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in the Dukit park.''— The laird made no 
answer, but ccaitioued to look at the ft* 
gure which was thus perched above his 

path. 

•' Ride your ways," said the gypsey, 
*• ride you* ways/ Laird of Eilangowan— 
ride your ways, Godfrey Bertram l!^Thi8 
day have ye quenched seven smoking 
hearths— tee if the fire in your atn parlmir 
burn the blither for that Ye have riven 
the. thack off seven cottar houses«-4tok 
if your ain roof-tree stand the faster^Ye 
may stable your stirks in the shealings at 
Perncleugh--^8ee that the hare does not 
xouch on the hearthstane at Ellangowan. 
~Ride your ways, Godftt^ Bertram*-* 
what do ye glowf after our folk for? — 
there's thirty hearts there, that wad hae 
wanted bread ere ye had wanted sunkets, 
and spent their life-blood ere ye had 
scratched your finger. Yes—thereV thirty 
yonder, from the auld wife of an hundred 
to the babe that was born last week, that 
ye have turned out o' their bits o' bields, 
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to sle^p with the tod and the bleek*coek 
ia the muirsI^Rtde your waysi Elhui* 
gowan.«uOur baims are hinging, at our 
weary backs-^look that your braw eradle 
at^ hame be the fairer sfHread up---iiat that 
I am wiBfaiiig HI to little Harry, or to the 
babe that's yet' to be born^God. forbid*-* 
and make them kind to the poor, and bet« 
ter folk thasi their fadier— i^nd now, ride 
e^eif your vrays; for these are the laat< 
words yell ever hear Meg MerrHies ipeak^ 
and this is the last reise that I'll ever cut 
in the bonny woods of EUangowan." 

So sayingj^.she broke the sapling she 
held in her hand, and flung it into the 
road* Margaret of Anjou, bestowing on 
her triumphant foes her keen-edged male« 
diction, could not have turned from them 
with a gesture more proudly contemptu- 
ous. The Laird was cl^tring his voice to 
speak^and thrusting his hand in his pocket / 
to find half-a-crown ; the gypsey waited ^ 
neither for.his^reply nor his donation^, 
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but stfod^ 'down the hill to overtake th« 
caravan. 

* Ellangowan rode ^pensively: home ; and 
it was remarkable that he did. not mention 
this interview to any of his family. Tb^ \ 
gfoomwas not . so reserved :] he told the 
story at great length to a iiiU audience ia 
the. kitchen, and concluded by swearing, 
that '^ if ever the devil spoke by the mouth 
of a woman, he had spoken by that oF 
Meg MerriUes that blessed day." 
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. CHAPTER IX. 

Baint Scotland greeting ower her thrissle, . 
Her mutchkin stoup as toom's a whistle, 
Adl* d— -— mn*d esciBemeii in a bustlet 

. ^ . Seiripg a stell ; . 
Xriiun|>bant crushin't like a mussdl, 

Or lampit shell. 

Burks. ' 

DiJRiNO the period of Mr Bertram's ac<* 
tive magistracy, he did not. forget >^ 
affikits of tiie revenue. Smuggling; for 
which the Isle of Man tlien afforded pe« 
culiar facilitiesj wasgraieral, or rather uni* 
v€rsal, all along the south-western coast of 
Scotland. Almost all the common people 
were engaged in these practices^ the gen- 
try connived at them, and the officers of 
the revenue iwere frequently discounte* 
nanced in the exercii^ of their duty, by 
tiiose who. should have protected them* 
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There was, mt this period, einploycd 
a ridipg officer or supervisor, in that part 
of the country, a certain Francis Kennedy, 
already named in our narrative ; a stont^ 
resolute;, and active man, who had made 
seizures to a great amount, and was pro^ 
portionally hated by those who had an in- 
terest in the^h'^trade, as they called these 
contraband adventurers. This person was 
n&tural son to a gentleman of good family, 
owmg to which citcumstanoe, and to his 
being of a jolly convivial disposition^ and 
singing a good song,, he was admvttetf ' to 
the occasional society of the gentlemen of 
the country, and was a mmxAtt of aevecal 
of their clubs for practising athletic gasa^ 
at which he was partiotlarly expert.} 
. At £Uangowa3i, Kennedy was A fi^ 
quent and always aa acceptable guesL 
His vivacity relieved Mr Bertram of tins 
trouble of thought, and the labour whidi 
it cost him to supports detailed.ci»nsausii* 
cation of icfeas.; while tbp^. darings and dan* 
geroua exptotts whicK Ite fani undertainn 



hi the dischfttj^ of faiar t^ffioet formed 
excellmit conversation. To all these re- 
TCBoe adireattnres did the Laird of £lla&« 
gowan seriously incKne, and the amuse* 
aent vi^faich he derived from his society 
formed an excettent reason for counte* 
nancing and assisting the narrator in the 
execution of iiia invidious and hazardous 
duty. 

■'^ frank Kennedy,'' he said, ^^ wasr a 
gentl^nan, though on the wrang side of 
^ blanket — he was connected with the 
&mily of EUangowan through the house 
of Glengubbte. The last Laird of Glen* 
gubble wcmld have brought the estate into 
the EUangowan line ; but happenit^ to go 
to- Harrigate, he there met wiUi Miss Jean 
Hadaway— ^y 1^ bye, the Green Diiagon 
zM Harrigate is t?he best house 0£ the ttv^ 
-^ut for SVank Kennedys he's in one 
0es^e a gentleman bom, and= it's a sfaam^ 
liot to support him against these Ldack^ 
^ard smugglers." 
Afker this league had taken plaee beii* 
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tween judgment and executiop; iiclaaa* 
ced that Captain. Dirk Hattfraick l)ad 
landed a cargo of apiritSi aod. other cpQ* 
traband ^goods, upon the beach n,ot far 
frohi fiHangowan^ and, confiding in the 

• 

indiffecence with which the I^aird had 
formerly regarded similar infraction^, . o^ 
the law, he was neither very apxiqus to 
conceal nor to expedite the transaction. 
The consequence Vas, that Mr Fra«k 
Kennedy, armed with a warrant from £i- 
lai^owan, and supported by some of the 
Laird's people who knew the coutitry, a|id 
by a party of military, poured down upon 
the kegs, bales, and bags, and, after a des- 
perate affcay, in which severe wounds wer^ 
given and received, succeeded in clapping 
the broad arrow upon the articles, and 
besiring ^hem off in triumph to the nexl 
custom-house. Dirk Hatteraick vQwed, in 
Dutch, German, ,and English, a deep and 
full revenge, .both against thegauger am) 
his abettors ; and all who knew him 
thought it bkely he would keep h^ jiVQrd. 
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A few days after the departure of the 
gypsey tribe, Mr Bertram asked his lady 
otie morning at breakfast, whether this 
was not little Harry^s birtb-day ? 

'^ Five years auld exactly, this blessed 
day,** answered the lady; " so we may 
look ifito the English gentleman's paper/^ 

Mr Bertram liked to show his authority 
ia triftb^. ** No, my dear, not till to-mor- 
row* The last time I was at quarter ses- 
sions the sheriff told us, that dies — that 
dies^ifU^ptM — in short, you don't under- 
stand Latin^ but it me^ns that a term day 
is not begun. till it's ended." 

^* That sounds like nonsense, my dear/- 

" May be so, my deai- ; but it may be 
very good law for all that. I am sure, 
speaking: of term days, I wish, as Frank 
Kennedy says, that Whitsunday would 
kill Martinmas^ and be hanged for the 
murder — ^for there. L have got 5 a letttr 
about that interett of Jenny Cairns's, 
and deil a tenant's been at the Place yet 
wi* a boddle of rent,— nor will not till- Can- 



dlemas*-*^but, Speaking of frafikKemierfy, 
I dare say be^U b^ here the day^ foi he waA 
away raund ta Wigtcm to vr^m a Idng^a 
ship that's lying in the bay about Dirk 
Uatteraick^s lugger being on tte coast 
again, and hell be back this diiy ; so we^ 
have a bottle of claret, and drink little 
Harr/s Jeahb."* 

" 1 wish,** replied the lady, " Frank KeiN 
i^y would let Dirk Hatteraick alMie.^-^ 
What needs be make himself ntair bu^ 
than other folk ?— Cannot he sing bis satig» 
and take his^ drink> and draw hts^ salary 
like Collector Snail, honest man, thsEfc 
ne^er fashes ony body ? And I wonder at 
3rou, Laird, ibc meddling and making — 
Did we erer want to send tot tea or bran* 
dyfraethe Biorough^tmirn^ when Dirk l^t* 
teraick used to come quietly into the bay ?^ 

^' Mrs Bertlram, you know nothing of 
these matters. Do you tfoink it becomes at 
magistfate to let his own house be made 
a receptacte for smuggled goods ? Frank 
Kennedy wiU shew you the penaltie&in 
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t!h« mctp andyo kes ybursell they ttsed to 
put their t\m goods into the auld Place cyf 
Elkuigowaii up bye there/ 

^' Oh, dear, Mr Bertram^ and what the 
wattf were the waV and the rault o*^ the 
auld castle for having a whin kegs o* 
brandy in them at an orra time? I am 
sure ye were not obliged to ken ony thing 
about it ; or what the waur was tht King 
that the hth*ds here got a soup o* drink, 
and tlie ladies theit drap o' tea, at a lea* 
sonable rate ?~itV a shame to them to pit 
such taxes on them i-^and was na I muck 
the better of these Flandera head and pin* 
aers, that Dirk Hatteraick sent me a* the 
way frae Antwerp i It will be hmg or the 
King sends me ony thing, or Frank Keiv 
nedy e'^her. And then ye would quanrel 
with these gypsies tool I expect-every 
Amy to hear the barn' yard's in a low/ 

*' I tell you once more, my dear, yoa 
don't tdnderstand these tilings-— and there*a 
Frattk Kennedy coming galloping* up the 
avenue." 
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"Awccl! aweei! Ellangdw^ii,*' said^ 
tiie lady, raising her voice as the Latrd: 
left the roonij ** I wish ye may under- 
stand, then^ yoursell^ tbat'^ a' l" 

From ibis nuptial dialogue the Laifd 
Joyfully escaped to meet his faithful friend/ 
Mr Kennedy, who arrived in high spirits. 
" For the love of life, Ellangowan/' he 
said^ ^^ get up to the castle ! you'll see 
that old fox Dirk Hatteraick, and bis ma* 
jesty's hounds in full cry after him." So 
sayingy he flung his horse's bridle to a boy, 
and ran up the ascetit to the old castle^ 
followed by the.Laird^ and indeed by se* 
veral others of the family, alarmed'by the 
sound of guns from the sea^ now distinct** 
ly heard. 

On gaining that part of Ah& ruins which 
commanded the most extensive outlooki 
they saw a lugger, with all her canvass 
crowded, standing across the bay, close- 
ly pursued by a sloop of war, that keprt 
firing upon the chase from her bows, 
which the lugger returned with her stern- 
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^^^HfOi* They're but at long bowls yet/' 
cried ^jemedy in great exultation, *^ but 

they will be closer bye and bye. D— n 

hiff}, he's, starting his cargo ! I scp th^ 
good Nantz; pitching overboard, keg. after 

keg ! — that's a d d ungenteel thing of 

Mr Hatteraick, as I shall let him know ^ 
bye and bye.— Now, now ! they've got the 
wind of him !,— thatVit, that's it !— hark 
to. him ! hark to him !— *now, my dogs ! 
now^ my dogs ! — hark to Ranger, hark !" 

** I think," said the old gardener, to one 
of the maids^ " the gauger'sjffe;" by which 
word the common people express those 
violent spirits which they think a presage 
of death. 

Meantime the chase continued. The 
lugger, being pilotted with great ability, 
and using every nautical shift to make 
her escape, had now reached, and Was 
about' to double, the head-land whic|^ 
formed the extreme point Of land on the 
left side of the bay, when a ball having 
hit the yard in. the, dings,, the main-sail ^ 
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fell upon tbe deck. The conse^pMHj^Eiif^f 
this accident appeared inevitiA^, bat 
could Hot be seen by the speetators \ for 
the vessel, which had just doubled the 
head-land^ lost steerage, and feil out of 
their sight beliiod the promontory. The 
tloop of war crowded all sail to pursdey 
hut she had stood too close upon the cape^ 
80 that they were obliged to wear the veai^ 
sel for fear of going ashore, and to make 
a large tack back into the bay, in order t& 
rea)ver sea room enough ta double the 
head^land. 

♦* They'll lose her by — , cargo' and 
Ittgger, one or both,'* said Kennedy; ^* I 
must gallop away to the Point of Warroch 
(this was the head-tand sb often mention* 
ed^) and make them a signal where she has 
drifted to on the other side. Gt>od bye 
IbT an hour, £U)Emgowan-^get dut the gal* 
km punch*bowI, and plenty of lemons, rji 
stand for the French article by the time I 
come back, and well drink the young 
Laird^s health in a bowl that would awim 
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tfaecollector's yawL*' So sayings h^ mmint* 
cd his horse^ and galloped off. 

About a niile from the boose, a&d upon 
llie verge of the woods» Which, as we have 
fold, covered a promontory terminating^ 
» the cape called the Point of Warrocht 
Kennedy met young Harry Bertram, at* 
fiended by his tutor, Dominie Sampson. 
He had often promised the child a ride 
upon his galloway; and, from singit^t 
ibmcing, and playing^ Punch for his amuse* 
ment, was a particular favourite. He no 
sooner came so^mpering up the path, thaa 
Ibe boy loudly claimed his promise ; and 
Kennedy, who saw no Hsque in indulging 
kini^ and wished to tease the Dfammie^ ill 
whose visage he read a renvonitraocei ' 
caught up Harry from the ground^ phieed 
ktm before htm, and contini^ed bis route ; 
Sampson's " Peradventure, Master Ken* 

ncdy'* being lost in the clatter of hit. 

horse's feet The pedagogue hesitated 
a moment whether he should go ifter 
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them; but Kennedy being a person ivk 
full confidence of the family, and witb 
whom he himself had' noi delight in asso^ 
eiating^ ^ being that he was addioted unta 
profane and scurrilous jestss" he continiiedt 
his own walk at his own pace, till he reach*^ 
ed the Place of EUangowanr' ^ 

The spectatoi^ from the ruined w^lls a# 
^e castle were still watching the sloop o£ 
war, which at lengthi bnt not without the 
loss of considerable time, recovered aea-;^ 
room enough to weather the Point oB 
Warrochy and was- lost to their sight be-^ 
hind that wooded promontory^. Some time 
afterward the discharges^ of several can* 
lion were heard at a^istance, and, after an 
interval^ a still louder exflosimi, as of. a 
Vessel blown up, and a cloud of smoke 
rose above the trees^ and' mingled with 
the blue sky. All. then- separafed upon^ 
their different occasions, auguring various** 
ly upon the fate of the smuggler, but the 
majority insisting that her capture waa 
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inevitable) if she had not already gone to 
the bottom. 

*^ It is near our dinner-time^ my dear/' 
said »Mr» Bertram to her husband, ^^ will it 
be Ifkpg before Mr Kennedy, comes back ?" 

*^ I expect him every moment, my dear)"! 
saidl^e Laird ; " perhaps he is bringing 
wmctof the officers of the sloop with him.'' 

'^ My starsi Mr Bertram ! why did not 
yfi: teirme this before, that we might have 
had tbp large round table ? — and then; 
they're a' tired o' saut. meat,, audi, to *tell 
you the plain truth, a rump o' beef is the 
best part of your, dinner-^^^nd then I wad 
hAyeput oa another gown, andye wadna 
have been the waur o' a cleap neck^olotb 
yoursell— Butye delight in.surfjiaiog and 
burrjiing one-^I am sure I am no to baud 
out for Qv;er against this sort of gping on-^ 
But ;\v!hen folk's in^d« then tbc^y are 
moaned." . 

^J PshaWy pshaWy deuce . take the heei^ 
2kil4 th«gQwn, and ^be table, and theneckir 
cloth Nwe shall do ail very welU— Where's 
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the Dominicy John? — (to a servant who 
was busy about the table) where's the Do* 
minie and little Harry r** 

'' Mr Sampson's been at hame these 
twa hours and mair, but I dinna think Mr 
Harry came heme wi' him/ 

** Not come hame wi' him P' said tiie 
lady, '' desire Mr Sampson to step this 
way directly," 

^ Mr Sompsoni" said shei apon.hit.€liir 
trance^ '^ is h not the most extraordinary. 
Ihing in this worid wide» that yoo, that^ 
have free up- putthig-<-bed, board, and wasb* 
iog^and twelve pounds sterling t-year| 
jfust to look after that boy, should let him , 
out of your siglu for tvr^ or three hours r* 

Sampson made a bowof hnitible acknow- 
ledgment at each pause whieh the atngry 
htdy made in her enumeration of Che ad- 
vantages of his attuaticm, in order to givQ, 
more weight to her remonstrance, and 
then, in words which we will not do htm 
the injustice to imitate, told how Mr Fran- 
CIS Kennedy ^ had assumed spontaneoutfly , 



€fUT M4N¥£RINtSU 141 

ithe charge of Master Harry, in despite of 
his remonstrances in the contrary.*' 

** 1 am very little obliged to Mr Frauds 
Kennedy for his pains^" said the lady^ 
peevishly ; '^ suppose he lets the boy drc^ 
from his horse, and lames him ? — or suf^ 
^se one of the cannons comes ashore and 

kills him'? — or suppose** 

, ** Or suppose, my dear/* satd Elian* 
govan, ^* what is muck more likely than 
any thing else, that they have gone aboard 
the sloop or the prize, and are to. come 
round the Point with tl\e tide ?** 

*' And then they may be drowned," saitl 
the lady. 

^^ Verily," said Sampson, '* I thought 
Mr Kennedy had returned an hour since^^. 
Of a surety I deemed I heard hia horse'a 
feet;* 



, '' That,** said John, with a broad grin, 
*^ was Griezel chasing the humbled cour 
out of the close.** 

Sampson coloured up to the eyes — ^not 
at the implied taunt, which he would 
never have discovered, or resented if be 
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luui, but' at' some idea which crossed his 
own xriind. *"ihave been in an error/* 
be Mid,' ^* of a surety I should have tar* 
rted for the- babe." So saying, he snatch* 
edhis cane 'and hat, and hurried away to- 
wards Warroch-wood, faster than lie was 
evca: known to walk before, or after. 

The Laird lingered sonie time, debating 
the point with the lady. -At length, he 
saw the iloop of war again make her ap- 
)>earance ; but, without approaching the 
shore, she stood away to the westward 
with all hbr sails *set, and was soon out of 
sight. The lady's state of timorous and 
fretful apprehension was so habitual, that 
her feats weiit for nothing with her lord and 
master ; but an appearance of disturbance 
and anbckty among the servants, now exci- 
ted his alarm, especially when he was 
called out of the room, and told in private, 
tbat Mr Kennedy's horse had come to the 
stable door alone, with the saddle turned 
round below its^belly, and the reins of the 
iKidie broken ; and tbatafarmeir had ich 
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Tornied them in passing, that thseres^as a 
smuggling lugger burning iike a fiknaoe 
on the other^side of the Point of Warrach^ 
and that, though he had come through the 
wood, he had seen or heard nothing oi 
Kennedy and the young Xiaird, " only 
there was Dominie Sampson, gaun ranvpit^ 
gingabout, like mad, seekingfor them/''-^ 

All was now bustle at £4lango wan. The 
Laird and his servants, male and female, 
hastened to the wood of Warroch* The 
tenants and eottagers in the neighbour- 
hood lent their assistance, partly out of 
zeal, partly from curiosity. Boats wefe 
manned to is^earch the sea-shore, which, oti 
the other aide of the Point, rose into high' 
and indented rocks. A vague suspicion 
was entertained, though too horrible to be 
expressed, that the child nvight havefalien 
from one of these cliffs* 

The evening had begun to close when 
tlie parties entei^ed the wood, aud di$» 
persed different ways in quest of the 
boy and hia ci>mpanion« The dafkening 
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of tke atmosfjiere, aad tke hoarK ^ghi of 
the November viud throttgb' the naked 
treety the rustling of the withered leaves 
which strewed the glades/ the repeated 
halloos of the different parties, which often 
drew them togedier in expectation of 
meeting the ol:gects of their^earofa, gave m 
cast of dismal sublimity to the scene. 

At lengthy after a minute andfruideas in- 
vestigation through the wood, thesearchers 
began to draw together into one body and 
to compare notes* The ^;ony of the father 
grew beyond concealmeat, ^^*et it scarcely 
equalled the anguish of the tutor. ** Would 
to God I had died for him i** the affec* 
^nate creature repeated in notes of the 
deepest distress. Those who wese less in* 
terestedy rushed into a tumultuary discus- 
sion of chances and possibilities. Eack 
gave his opinion, and each was alternate-^ 
ly swayed by that of the others. Some 
thought the obyects of their search had golie 
aboard the sloop ; some that they had gone 
to a village at three miles distance ; some 

14 
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whimpered tbejr might have been on board 
tlie lugger, a few planks and besoms of 
which the tide now drifted ashore* 

At thiis instant^ a shout was heard from 
the beach, so loud, so shrill, so piercing, 
so different from every sound which the 
woods that day had rung to, that nobody 
hesitated a moment tb believe that it con* 
veyed tidings, and tidings of dreadful im» 
port. All hurried Co the place, and, ven* 
turing without scruple upon paths, which, 
at another time, they would have shud* 
dered to look at, descended towards a cleft 
of the rook, where one boat's trrew was 
already laaded. " Here, sirs !*-*-Herc !— 
this way, for God's sake !-««-this way hthia 
way r was the reiterated ciy, fiUaogowaa 
broke tltfooghllie throng which had al«* 
ready assembled at the fatal spot, and be» 
held (he dyect of their terror. It was the 
dead body of Kentiedy. At 6rst sight he 
seemed to baire petished by a fall fronoi 
the rockst which there rose in a precipice 
of a bundled feet id)oi^e the beach. The 

VOL. u o 
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corpse was lying half in, half out of the 
vater ; the iadvaacing tide, raising the arm 
and stirring the clothes, had given it at 
some distance the appearance of motion, so 
that those who first discovered the body 
thought that life remained. But every 
spark had been long extinguished. 

"My bairn ! my bairn !" cried the dis- 
tracted father, " where can he be ?*' — A 
dozen mouths were opened to communir 
cate hopes which no one felt. Some one 

at length mentioned the gypsies ! Ill* 

a moment Ellangowan had reascended the/ 
cliffs, flung himself upon the first horse 
1)6 mety and rode furiously to the huts 
at . Derncleiigh. ! All #as' l^erci dark 
and/ desolatie ; and, a& he ' dismcmated to 
niakeindre! minute search, he stttmbled* 
oMr fragments of furtiiturie which had 
been tbrown out of the cottage^ and .the 
broken wood and thatch>whrch Had' beea 
pulled. dbwn\ by! bis >o»l^rs;'^ ^At that mo^ 
ment the pmphecyiT)r4na:tbettia,M)f Meg 
M^rilicfs fett heavy oh his mttid. ^^ You; 
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have stripped tlie thatch from seveii cot* 
tagei^-^see that the roof-tree of your own^ 
house stand the surer T' 

" Restore/' he cried, " restore my faaj«n ! 
brhig me badk my son, and all shall: be 
forgot and forgiven !" As he uttered these 
words in a sort of frenzy, his eye caught 
a glimmering of light in one of the dh* 
mantled cottages-^it was that in which 
Meg Merrilies formerly resided. The ligh>t£ 
which seemed to proceed from fire, • glim* 
mered not only through the window, bul 
also through the rafters of the hut wfa6re 
the roofing had been torn off. 

He flew to the place ; the entrance was 
bolted : - despair gave the miserable fai» 
ther the strength of ten men ; he rushed 
against the door with such violence that 
it gave way before the momenium of his 
weight and force. The cottage was em{i<* 
ty, but bore marks of recent habitation-^ 
there was. fire on the hearth, a kettle, ^id 
«ome preparation for food. As he eagerly 
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gazed around for something that mighf 
confirm his hope that his child yet lived, 
although in the power of those strange 
|)eo{iley a man entered the hut. 

It was his old gardener. ^^ O sir !*' said 
the old man, ** such a night as this I trust* 
ed never to live to see !— ye maun come to 
the Place directly !" 

*^ Is my boy found ? is he alive ? have 
ye found Harry Bertram ? Andrew* have 
ye found Harry Bertram ?'* 

" No, sir ; but" 

'^ Then he is kidnapped ! I am sure of 
it, Andrew ! as sure as that I tread upon 
earth ! She has stolen him^— and 1 will ne- 
ver stir from this place till I have tidings 
of my bairn r** 

^^ Q, but ye maun come hame, sir ! ye 
maun come hame ! — We have sent for the 
sheriff, and we'll set a watch here a' night* 
in case the gypsies return ; but j/ou — y^ 
maun come hame, sir,-— ^for my lad^':S ia 
the dead-thraw." 



Bertram turned a stupi6ed and nnmean^ 
v^8 ^y^ ^^ ^^^ messenger who uttered 
this calamitous news ; and, repeating th% 
words ^^ in the dead-thraw T as if he could 
adt comprehend their meaning, suffered 
the old man to drag him towards his horse. 
During the ride home, he only said, 
'' Wife and bairn, baith^mother and son, 
baitb-^Sair, sair to abide T 

It is needless to dwell upon the neir 
scene of agony which awaited him. The 
sews of Kennedy^s fate had been eagerly 
and incautiously communicated at EUan* 
gowan, with the gratuitous addition^ that, 
doubtless, " he had drawn the young Laird 
over tl?e craig with him, though the tide 
had swept away the child's body— he was 
light, putr thing, and woi»ld flee farther 
into the surf.'^ 

. Mrs Bertram heard the tidings; she was 
far advanced in her pregnancy ; she fell 
into the pains of premature labour, and, 
ere Ellangowan had recovered his agita» 



a<o 



avY KAKsriEiKe* 



I 

1 

J 



tedrfiiMltiM, so as to ootoprdBend the full 
difttisss of his situatioD,. he was the father ^ 
1^ a female infant^ and a. widower. 
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. CHAPTER X. 

But see, his face is black, and full of blood; 
His eye-balls farther out than when he livedo 
/ Starmg faU ghasti jr like a stiangled tnaii ;« 

Hk hair upraai^dy hii nottriU ttretchM witii itrugglin|^ 
H^ hands abroad display'd, as one that gaspM 

And tuggM fpr life, and was by strength subdued. 

Hcnrv ir. Part Fint 

» 

Ths Sheriff-deptite of the county arri^ 
ived at EUangowan next morning by day'* 
breatk. To this provincial magistrate the 
law of Scotland assigns judicial powcrs.4if 
considerable extent, and the task of en- 
firing into' all crimescommitted within 
^ts juriadsction, the apprehension and com- 
mitment of suspected persons, and so 
rforth. 

The gentleman who held the office in 

the shire of at the time of tfaia eata* 

strophe, was well born .and will educated; 
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and* though somewhat pedantic and pre^ 
fessional in his habits, he enjoyed general 
respect as an active and intelligent niagtA* 
trate. His first employment was to ex-i 
amine all witnesses whose evidence could 
throw light upon this mysterious events 
and make up the written report, preces 
verbal, or precognition, as it is techuiofilly 
called, which the practice of Scotland has 
tubstituted for a coroner^s inquest. Unr 
der the sheriff's minute and skilful enqui^i 
ry, many circumstances appeared, which 
were incompatible with the original* opi« 
nion, that Kennedy had* accidentally faltea 
from the cliffs. We sfaaU briefly detail 
•ome of these. 

The body had been deposited 4n a nejgb^ 
bouring fisher- hut, but without altering 
the condition m which it was found. This 
was the first object of the sheriff's examt* 
nation. Though fearfully crushed and 
mangled by the fall from such a height, the 
-ciffpse was fouxid to exhibtt a deep cut in 
the head, ikrhich/ in the opinion of a skilAil 
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surgeon must have beexi inflicted by a 
.broad-sword, . or cutlass. The experience 
of this gentleman discovered other suspi- 
cious indications. The face was much 
.bbMskep^d, the eyes distorted, and ;the 
veins of the neck swelled* A coloured 
liandkerchief* which the unfortunate man 
^had worn around his neck, did not present 
the usual appearsmoe^ but was much loos- 
.«iiedj and tht knot displaced and dragged 
extremely tight : the folds were also com- 
pressedi as if it had been^ used as a means 
of grappling the deqeased, and dragging 
Imn perhaps tto- the precipice* 

Oq the Qthep hand) poor Kenn^dir'^ 
purse was found untouched; and, what 
seemed yet .more extraordinary, the pis- 
tols which he usually carried when about 
td: encounter any hazardous adventure, 
were found in his pockets loaded. This 
appeared particularly strange, for he was 
known and ^dreaded by the coutraband 
traders as a man equally fearless and dex- 
terous in the ui|e of his weapons, of which- 

' a 2- 



,' / 



'154 ' cvrr havneeikg. 

lie had given ffiftny signal prooft. The 
ISherifF enquired, whether Kennedy was 
not in the practice of carrying any other 
arms. Most of Mr Bertram's servants re* 
cdlleeted that he generally had a ceut^ 
tau de cha^sCf or short hanger, but no such 
tras found 'upon the dead body ; nor could 
those who had seen him on the moTaing 
of the fatal day, take it upon them to as- 
sert whether he then carried that weapon 
or not. 

The corpse afforded no other indwia^r^* 
spectihg the fate of Kennedy ; for, though 
the clothes Were much displaced, and the 
limbs dreadfully fractured, the one se^ed 
-the probable, the other the certain, con- 
sequences of such a fall. The hands of 
the deceased were clenched fast, and full 
of turf and earth ; but this also seemed 
equivocal. 

The magistrate then proceeded to tife 
place where the corpse was first discover- 
ed, and made those who had found it, 
give, upon the 8pot> a particular and de- 



.1 
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tailed account af the mannei: in whiob it 
vas lying. A large fragment of the rock 
uppeared to. have accoinpanifad, or follow* 
«d^ the. fall of the Ticthn fnom t^e tliff 
above. It was of so »>lid and compMt'a 
substance, that it had fallen without aingr 
great diminution by spliAiering, . ao. that 
the Sheriff was enabled, first, to estimate 
the weight i by measurement, andb then to 
ealculate, from the appearance of thf 
fragment, what proportion of it bad been 
bedded into the cliff from which it. hdd 
fallen. This was easily detected, by the 
aaw appearanee of the stone where it 
had not been exposed to the atmosphere* 
They then . ascended the cliff, and sur-* 
reyed the place from whence the stony 
feigment had descended. It seemed plain, 
fitmt.tiae appearauce: of/ tbe bed; that the 
mere* weight^ of one man standing upon, 
the prfigeotingc'part of the fragment^ sup* 
posing it< in/ its; original situation, could 
not hane destroyed its bias, and precipita*^ 
ted it^ wftib lu|;fia6lf, frem the clk^ At the 
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aame time^ it seemed to have Ifttn so loose, 
that the use of a lever, or the combinedl 
strength of three or four men, might easi^ 
ly have burled it from its position. The 
short torf about the brink of the prectptee 
was much trampled, as if stamped by the 
heels of men in a mortal struggle, or in 
the act of some violent exertion. Traces 
of the same kind, less visibly mariced» 
guhled the sagacious investigator to the 
verge of the copsewood9 which, hi that 
place/ crept high up the bank towards the 
top of the precipice. 

With patience and perseverance, they 
traced these marks into the thickest part 
of the copse, a route which no person 

^JKOuld^have voluntarily adopted, unless 
for the purpose of concealment. Here 
they found plain vestiges of violence and 

• struggling, from spaee to space. Small 
boughs were torn down, as if grasped by 
some resisting wretch who was dragged 
forcibly along ; the ground, where in the 
least degree soft or marshy» shewed the 
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print of mBMy feet; there were vestiges 
also, wbkrrh might be thoae of human 
blood* At any rate» it was. certaio; that 
several persons must haye . farced their 
passage among the oaks, faazeh, aud un- 
derwoodi with which they were mitigled ; 
and in some places appeared traces^ as if 
a sack full of grain, a dead body, or some- 
thing of that heavy and solid description, 
had been . dragged along the ground. In 
one part of the thicket there was a small 
swamp, the clay of which was whitish, be* 
ing probably mixed with marl*. The back 
of Kennedy's coat appeared besmeared 
with staias of the same colour. 

A t length, about a qbarter of a mile from 
the brink of the fatal precipice, the traces 
conducted Uiem to a small open space of 
ground, very much trampled, and plainly 
stained with' blood, although withered 
leaves had bieen strewed upon the spot, 
and other means hastily taken to efface tlie 
marks, which seemed obviously to have 
heen derived froisi a desperate affray. On 
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one side c»f ^^this patch of ope» ground wa» 
found the sufferer's naked hanger, which 
seemed to have been:;thTOwn intb the 
thicket ; on the oth^r^ the- belt and isheath, 
which appeared tobave b»n hidden wijtfi 
more leisurely care and precaution 4 

The magistrate caused the foot^prista 
which marked this spot to be carefully 
measured and examined. Some corre- 
sponded to the foot of the unhappy vic- 
tim ; some were largier, some less ; indicaf- 
ting, that at least four or five men had 
been busy around him^ . Above all, herev 
and hiere only, were observed the vestiges 
of a child's foot ; and as it could be seen 
no where else, and the hard horse-track 
which traversed the w6od of Warroch was 
edntiguous to the spDt, it W-as nature to 
think that the boy might have esckpedin 
that direction during thedon&sion. Bftt 
as he was never heard of,' the^Shein^ 
.who made a carefuleintry of aA HiitatHmtii 
moranda, did ^ not suppress his o^nUMV 
th&t the deceased had iMst Wlti> fi»il pfaig^, 
and that the murderers, whoever they 
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were, had possessed themselves of the per- 
son of the child Harry Bertram. 
' Evefy exertion was now made to disco- 
ver the criminals. Suspicion hesitated be- 
tween the smugglers and the gypsies* 
The fate of Dirk Hattentiek's vessel was 
certain. Two men from the opposite side 
of Warroch Bay (so the inlet on the south- 
ern side of the Point of Warroch is called) 
had seen, though at a great distance, the 
lugger drive eastward, after doubling the 
head-land, and, as they judged from her 
manoeuvres, in a disabled state. Shortly 
after, they perceived that she grounded, 
smoked, and, finally, took fire. She was, 
as one' of them expressed himself, in a 
tight Um^ (bright flame,) when they obser- 
ved a king's ship, with her colours up, 
iieave in sight from behind the cape. The 
guns of the burning vessel discharged 
themselves as the fire reached them ; and 
they saw her, at length, blow up within 
great explosion. The sloop of war kept 
aloof for her owii safety ; and, after ho* 

3 



160 GUT HAJTNEBIlt^. 

v<ring till the other ship exploded, stoodf 
away southward under a press of satU 
The sheriff anxiously interrogated these 
men whether apy boats had left the v;es* 
seU They could not say — they had seea 
none — but they might have put oflFin such 
a direction as placed the burning vessel 
between their course and the witnesses. 

That the ship destroyed was I>irk Hat- 
teraick's no one doubted. His lugger wa<& 
well known on the coast, and had been 
expected just at this time. . A letter frona. 
the commander of the king's sloop, to 
whom the Sheriff made applicatioQ, put 
the matter beyond doubt ; he sent also an 
extract from his log«-book of the transac- 
tions of the day, which intimated their 
being on the outlook for a smuggling lug« 
ger, Dirk Hatteraick master, upon the in* 
formation and requisition of Francis Ken- 
nedy, of his majesty's excise service ;. and 
that Kennedy was to be upon the outlook 
on the shorCf in case Hatteraick, who was 
knowtf to be a desperate fellow, and had 
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^en repeatedly oHtlawed^ should attempt 
to ran his sloop agrouod. About nine 
'o*eIocl^ a; ilr. they discovered a sail, whi^ 
answered the die^riplioii of Hatteraick^s 
Vessel, chased her, and^ after repeated stg« 
tials to her ta show colours and bring- to^ 
fired upon hen The chase then showed 
Han)bufgh colours^ and returned the fire ; 
stticl a running fight was maintained for 
three hours, when, just as the tugger wil 
doubling the Point of Warrocb, they ob- 
served her main-yard was shot in the 
tflings, and that the vessel was disabled* 
It was not in their power for some time to 
profit by this circumstance^ owing to their 
having kept too much in shore for doub« 
ling the headland. After two tacks th^y 
accomplished this, and observed the chase 
on fire, and apparently deserted. ' The 
fire having^ reached some casks of spirits, 
which were placed on the deck, with 
other combustibles, probably on purpose, 
burnt with such fury, that no boats 
durst approach the vessel, especially as 



^ber shotted guaa were diwobargingy-poie 
aftfr another, by the heat.; Thp captain 
had HO' doubt whA^v«r th%!t ^e /pre w h^d 
Bet the Ye$$el on^re, and' escaped 4a thck 
boatSi After watching the con&igfajtioji 
till the ship blew up, his majesty'^ sloop, 
the Sharki stood tp wards the I^le of Man, 
with the purpose of ipteraepttfig tbfs rf- 
'treat 4^f the smugglers^whOi though thf^ 
AEiight conceal themselves in. the; woo^ 
ibr a day or two, 'would probj^ly take; th^ 
first opportunity of endeavouring tp inalfi^ 
for this asylum* B^t. they ixjieyef fffV 
more of them than is aboye ^njarrated. " 

4 

Such was the account given :byWilUaiii 
Pritchardf master and commander of hrs 
Wltjesty's sloop of war, Shark, who cott- 

cUtded by regretting. deeply, that be>h$td 

^ot bad; the happiness to fall in with the 
scoundrels who had had, the impiide^nce to 
jBre on his majesty's flag, and with an a9* 
surance^ that, should he meet Mi*: Dirk 
Hatteraick in any future cruise,, be would 
not fail. to briog him into port under bis 



rtern, to answer 'whatever might be ab 
leged against hitn. 

AS) therefore, it seemed tolerably cer* 
tain that the men on board the lugger 
had escaped, the death of Kennedy, if he 
iell in with them in the woods, when irri* 
tated by the loss of their vessel, and by 
the share he had in it, was easily to 
ke accounted for. And it WM not im* 
probable, that to such brutal tempers( 
lendered desperate by their own circum* 
Stances, even the murder of the child^ 
against whose i%ither Hatteraick was 
known to have uttered deep threats^ 
would not appear a very heinous crime. 
* Against this hypothesis it was urged, 
that a crew of iSfteen or twenty men 
could not have lain hidden upon the- coast) 
when so close a search took place imme- 
diately after the destruction of their ves* 
sel ; or, at least, that if they had hid 
themselves in the woods their boats 
must have been seen on the beach ;-^ that 
in such precarious circumstances, and 
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#lien all retreat mtist-faaYc seemed diffk 
cult, if not ifnpo8sibIey.it waa not tiyhfi 
taught that they yv&\M.imm all uj^ited 
to commit :aa useless murder,, far the 
mere sake of revenge. Those, who held 
this opinion, supposed,, either that -the 
boats of the lugger had stood out to.s^a 
without being observed by tliose who 
were intent upon gaaeing at. the burning 
yessel, and so gained safe distance h^^ 
£>re the sloop got round the headland, 
ifr else, that, the boats being staved or 
destroyed by the fire of the Shark, da* 
ring the chitse, ther crew hnd obstinately 
determined to perish with the vessel* 
What gave some counteilance to thb sup- 
posed act of desperation >)ras, that neither 

^ Pirk Hatteraick nor any of his aailots, all 
well*known men in the fair-trades were 
again seen upon that coast, or heard^of iu 

;the Isle of Man, where strict enquiry 
was made. On the other hand, only ^one 
dead body, apparently that of a seaman 
killed by a cannon shot, drifted ashore. 
So all that could be done was to register 
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tke names, dcactiptioD, aad appewaoGe of 
the ibdividtiaris belongiog to tbm shift's 
company, and offer a reward Ibr the a^ 
prehension of them, or any on« of them ; 
extending also to any person, not the zcr 
tual murderer, who should give evidence 
tending to convict those who had mur* 
thered Francis Kennedy* 

Another opinion^ which was also plan* 
flffbly supported, went to charge this bor* 
rid crime upon tthe late tenants of Dera* 
eleugh. Tivey were known to have re- 
sented highly the conduct of the Laird of 
JQlangowan towards thenn and to have 
used threatening expressions, which eveiqr 
ene supposed them capable of carrying 
into' effect The kidnapping the child 
was a crime tmich more consistent with 
their habits than wxth thoseof smugglers, 
and his temporary guardian might have 
fallen in an attempt to protect him. fie* 
sides it was remembered, that Kennedy 
had been an active agent, two or three 
days before, in the forcible ex^lsi<m of 
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these people from Deracleugh^ and that 
harsh and menacing language had been, 
eg^chaiiged between him and some of the 
Egyptian patriarchs upon that memorable 
occasion. 

: The Sheriff received also the depositions 
of the unfortunate father and his servant;, 
concerning what had passed at their meet? 
ivig the caravan of gypsies as they left the 
estate of Ellangowan. The speech of 
Meg Merrilies seemed particularly suspi-* 
eious. There was, as the magistrate ob-* 
served in his law language, damnum mi^. 
natum, a damage, or evil turn threatened^ 
and malumiecutum — an evil of the very 
Icind predicted shortly aftierwardsfollow- 
ing« > A young woihah^ who had been. ga« 
tfaering nuts in Warroch wood upon the 
fatal day, was also ' strongly of opinion, 
timugh she dedined to niake positive oatih; 
that she had seen. Meg Merrilies, atleast 
a womad df hef remarkable size and ap« 
pearance, start suddenly out lof a thicket 
^be dltd>bevbad call^toih^ byoiame^ 



butV as -tllie' figure turned from her, and 
made no answer, sbe;was uncertain if it 
Were the gypsey, or her wraith, and was 
afraid to go nearer to one who was reck- 
oned^ in the vulgar phrase, no canny. This 
vague story received some coTroboratioti 
from the ctrcumdlanee of a &re being that 
evening found in the gypsey*s deserted 
cottage. To this fact Ellangowan and . 
his gardener bore evidence. Yet it seem- 
ed extravagant to suppose/ that, had this 
woman been accesso^ry to such a dreadful 
crime, she would have returned that very 
evening on which it was committed, to 
tbe place, of all others, where she was most 
likely to be sought after. . 
'"Meg Mevrili^s Was, however, appre- 
b6tided and examined* Slhe denied strong- 
ly having been eithej^t Dirncleugh or in 
ttcj w^d of Warroch upon the day of K^» 
nf^dy's dedfth ; atvd' seVeriil of her **h\:» 
df ji^ oath 'iti hek* b^tilf,' thAt^^he-htf^ 
never quitted their' en6amphien t^ ' #htch 
>lras in a gleil about^ten mitei disiattt frooi 



EUangowaa. Their oaths weire jjldeedi K<> 
tie to be trusted to ; but what other evi- 
dence CQuId be bad in the circumstances? 
There was one remarkable fact, a^doniy 
one, which arose from her. examination* 
Her arm appeared to be slightly wound* 
ed by the cut of a sharp weapon^ and was 
tied up with a handkerchief of Harry Ber- 
tram's. But the chief of the horde ac« 
knowledged he hac} '^ corrected her" that 
day with his whinger~-she herself, and 
others, gave the same account of her 
hurt ; and, for the handkerchief, the quau* 
tity of linen stolen from Ellangowan du- 
ring the last months of their residence on 
the estate, easily accounted for it, without 
charging Meg with a more heinous crime. 
It was observed upon her examinatiaB^ 
that she treated the questions respecting 
the death of Kennedy, or *' the gauger,*' 
as sl^ called him, with indifference ; but 
(jxpressed great and enipbatic Bjqorn and 
indignation at being suppps^d capable of 
iiyurini; little Harry Bertram* She was 
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long confined in jail, under the ho|)e 
that something might yet be discovered 
to throw light upon this dark and bloody 
transaction. Nothings however, occur- 
red ; a^d M^g was at length liberated^ 
but vmda ^eatusce of batishsaent from 
the county, as a vagratiti common thief, 
and disorderly person. No traces of the 
boy could ever be discovered; and> at 
length, the story, after nu&t&g much 
noise, was gradually given up as altoge- 
ther i»ex}>licsd»le, and only perpetuated 
by tilt name of ^' The Ganger's Loup,'' 
which was getierally bestowed on the cliff 
from wfakih the unfortunate m» had iRiU- 
eitor bc^ precifiitated. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

. " iSnfer Tme^ an Chwia. 

f— tbait please fiome^ try all ; both Joy and terror • 

Of good and bad ; that make and imfold erio 

,Kow take open xnfe, in the name of Tiine»> 
• To use my wings. Impute it not a crime 
' ' To me, or my swift passage^ that I sKde' 

O'er sixteen years, and leave the growth untried 

Ofthat wi^gap> » ' ■>■ 

Winiei'B Tale. 

> OiTR narration is novr about to make a 
large stride, and omit a space of i^early 
seventeen years ; during which nothing 
occurred of any particular conseqii«fK;6 
with respect to the story we have; un«- 
dertaken to tell. The gap is a wide one ; 
yet if the reader's experience in life ena- 
bles him to look back on so many years, 
the space will scarce appear longer in his 
recollection, than the time consumed in 
turning these pages. 

It was, then, in the month of Novem- 
ber^ about seventeen years after the catas« 

6 
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tfoplie related in the last chapter,, that, 
during a cold and stormy night, a social 
group had closed around the kitchen fire 
of the Gordon Arms at Kippletringan) a' 
small but comfortable inn, kept by Mrs 
Mac-Candlish in that village. The con- 
versation which passed among them will 
save me the trouble of telling the few- 
events occurring during this chasm in 
our history, with which it is necessary 
that the reader should be acquainted. 

Mrs Mac-Candlish, throned in a com* 
fortable easy chair lined with black ll^Sa* 
ther, was regaling herself, and a neigh- 
bouring gossip or two, with a cup of com- 
fortable tea, and at the same time keying 
a sharp eye upon her domestics, as' they 
went' and came in prosecution of their 
various duties and commissions. The clerk 
and precentor of the parish enjoyed at a 
littU distance his Saturday's night's pipe, 
and aided its bland fumigation by an oc- 
casional sip of brandy and water. Deacon 
BearclifF, a man of great importance in the 
village, combined the indulgence of both 
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parties — ^he hstd hts pipe and hia tea<mp, 
the latter being lae^ with a littla spirits. 
One or two clowns, sat at aoihe ^diatqnoei 
drinking tbetr two»penny ale. 

" Are ye sure the partourV ready for 
them, and the fire . burning clear, and the 
ohimaey no smoking ?" said the hostess to 
a chambermaid. 

3he was answered in the affirmative.'^ 
*^ Ane wadoa he uncivil to them^ especial- 
ly in. their distress,"^, said she, turning to 
the Deaoon. 

'' Assuredly not, Mrs Mac-Candlish ; 
assuredly not. I am sure ony- sma' thing 
they might want frae my shop, under 
seven, or eight, or ten pounds, I would 
book them as readily for it as the first in 
the oo.untry.*-rDo they come in the auld 
chaise?" 

** I dare say no,*^ said the ^precentor ; 
'^for Miss Bertram comes on the white 
potiey ilka day to the kirk— and a con-> 
stant kirk-keeper she is— and it's a plea- 
sure to iiear her singing the psalms^ win* 
some young thing/' 



** AyCf and the young Laird of Haisle- 
*wood rides hame half the road wi' her af- 
ter sermcm/^ said one of the gossips in 
company; '^ I wonder how auld Hazle* 
.wood likes that**^ 

^ I kenna }iow he may like it now/^ all- 
's vered another of the tea*drinkers ; ** but 
the day has been when Ellangowan wad 
hae liked as little to see his daughter ta* 
king up with theirsour" 

'^ Aye, ha$ iem/* aaswered the first with 
^npiuttia;-T^^^ I am sufie^ neighbour Ovens/' 
:aaid the hostess, ^* the HasUwoods of Ha* 
slewoodi' though they are a very gude auld 
fatiily in Uie comity, never thoughti till 
ii^i^liiin these tva score o' years, of eTtning 
themselves till the EUangowans^^-Wow, 
cwoimui^ the Bertoams of Ellang&wan are 
the. auld Dingawaies lang syne^tbere is 
a sang about ane o* them marrying a 
4augbtM of the King of Man ;. it begins^ 

Blithe BertramV ta^en him oirer the &ii% 
To wed a wi^ and bring her 
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I dare say Mr Skreigb can sing irs the 

-ballanf 

. . /'Gu^twife^'^saidSkreigh, gathering^^up 

'bis moiitb, and sipping his' tiiF of brand j 

punch with great solemnity/^^ our talents 

•were gien us to other use than to sing 

daft aukl sangs sae near the Sabbath-day:" 

" Hout fie, Mr Skreigb, I'se warrant I 
bae heard ye sing a blithe sang on Satur- 
day at e'en beforeno.w*-Butasfortbe<;haise9 
DfcaconV itbas.nae been out of the coach- 
bouse since Mrs Bertram died, that's six* 
teeu oi- seventeen years sin syne — Jock 
Jabos is away wi' a chaise of mine for 
them : — I wonder he's no come back*. It's 
pit^irk— but there's no an ill turn t>n tbe 
I'oad but twa, and the brigg owe^ War- 
roqb burn is safe eneugh^ if be baud . to 
.the rlgbt side. But tben there's Heavie- 
jide-brae, tlvLt's jijfst a muiKler for pos^ . 
cftttle-^ut Jock kens the road bBawly."— 

A loud rapping was heard at the door. 

•* That's no them, I dinna heajr the 



^ 



whefcls. — Grizael, ye limmer, g&Qg^io the 
door."* 

** It's a single gentlemen," whined out 
Grizzel ; "maun I take him into the par- 
lour?" 

•* Foul be in your feet, than ;— it'll be 
9ome English rider; coming without a 
Mti^atit at this time 6*'iright! — ^Has thfe 
ostler ta*en the horse ? — Ye may light a 
spunk o' fire in the red room/* 

*! I wish, ma*am," said the traveller, ei^ 
tering the kitchen, *• you would give me 
leave to warm myself here, for the night 
is very cold.** 

His'appearance^ voice, and manner, pro- 
* duced an instanlahe6us effect in his favour. 
He was a handsome tall thin figure^ dress- 
ed in black, as appeared when he laid atside 
his riding coat ; his age might be between 
forty and fifty ; hia ^t of features grave 
abd interesting, and his air somewhat mi- 
litary. * Every point of his :appearancie and 
address bespoke the gentleman. Long ha- 
bit bad given Mrs Mac-Candlish an acute 
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taet hk asi^rlaimng tbe qualify of her vi- 
fiitors, and proportioning her reception ac- 
cotdimgiy.2 — 



To every guest Ihe appropi^ii^ speech was made^ 

Attd every dafey with distinction^ paid ; 

fieqpeotfol, easy^ pleasant, :or polite-^— ^ 

•^' Your hotiQur's servant !-^Mister Smithy good oigbt*^ 

On the present oocasion, she was Ioht 
in her curtesy^ and profuse^ in her apolo- 
gies. Thestrangev begged bis hocse might 
be attended to^she went oat herself to 
school the hostler. 

'^ There was never a prettier bit o^ horse* 
fleeh in the- stable o' the Gordoa Arnis^'^ 
said the man; which information increa^ 
sed the landlady's respect for the riden 
Upon the stranger declining to go iDtoan-* 
: ^tfa fe r ap artment, (whieh indeed, ohe allow- 
ed, wottld be but cold aftd smoky till the 
fire burnt up^) she installed her guest 
hospitably by the fire-side> and offered 
what reffe^hment her house affocdedL 



J 
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^' A cup of your tel^ ma'aniji i£ you will 

. Mrs. MaerCandiidb bustled jibou^ raft* 
forced her teapot witb.hyaoB, and pro* 
cesdcd an her duties, wilhi her beat grace. 
'^ We have a my niee parlour^ sir, imd 
^ereiy thing very agreeaUe: fbrgeHtle- 
fblks ; but it's bespoke tbe^aight * for a 
^utiemaii: and hia daughter that are go- 
ing to cleave thisfpart of the couutry'^aiie 
ef ;my^x>haiatt ia gaae fbr thein^ aad will 
%a. baolt fofthw4th«-»they'Te no sae wetl 
in the warld as they have been ; but w^e^K 
jC sufiyect ta upsoand downs im this life, 
as. your honour 'mast needa ken^^utis 
not the tobacco*reek disagf eeabk. to your 
4ienourr^ 

** By no means^ mafam; I arat an* old 
campaigner, i and. perfecttly: used^ to it;—- 
Will you permit me to makoJsome enqui« 
iki^' about i a fiimily in this aeigbbeuir- 
JioodP 

i The sound of wheela was now hrard^ 
4nd the landlady hurriod^' to 4be doo» to 
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receive. her expected guests; but return*- 
ed in an instant, followed by the postil- 
lion!—*' No, they canna come at no rate, 
the Laird's sae ilK'' ' 

'* But God help them/' said the landla* 
dy, ** the niora's the term-^the very last 
day they ean bide tn the bous^~a* things 
to he roupit/* ^ 

** Weely but they can come at no rate I 
tell ye^— Mr Bertram canna be moved.'*^- I 

^* What Mr Bertram ?** said the straoh 
ger ; '^ not Mr Bertram of Eilangowanr I 
hope ?'* 

*' Just e-en that same, sir ; and irye be 
a friend o' his, ye have come at a time 
when he's sair bested." : i 

'' I have been abroad for many years-** 
is his health so nnich denmged ?" 

^' Aye, and his affairs anVa','' said the 
Dieacon ; ^rthcl creditor^ have entered rtito 
ppsstesiosL o' the estate, and it's for sal^ ^ 
and some that made the roaist by him--*rJ 
name nae names, but Mrs Mac*Candtish 
kens wlia I 'm^aii--^the UndUdy shook 
her bead significantly) they're sairest on 
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Mm V^h now. I have a $ma' l|i«tt«94iiM 
Biyaelly'but I would rather bave'lo»lr it 
than gane to turn the auld man out of bis 
house, and him just. dying." 

"Aye but,*' said the parish-cterk, " Mr 
Glossin wants to get rid of the auld Iiaird» 
and dvive on the sale for fear the heir*male 
should cast up upon them; for I have 
heard say,^ if there was an heir-male, they 
eouldsia seirUie estate for auld. Ellajigow^ 
an'sdebt." - 

i **He had a son botn a good many yeass 
ago/' said the stranger; *^ he is dead^ I 
suppose?'' 

'^ Nse man can say for tbat,'^8aid the 
e\mk mysteriously. ' • 

," JDead J" , said the Deacon, " I'se war- 
ratit hiin dead' labg sytie ; he hasna beexi 
licArd o' these twenty years or thereby/' 

** I wot weel it's no twenty years," said 
the landlady ; " it's no abune seventeen i^t 
the outside in this very month ; it made 
an unco noise ower a this countryr^the 
bairn disappeared the very day. thajt Sft^ 
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k^ttta.tMi*cot|atfy ]atig»^iie|.ijrob]:ll«DonT 
waii>ifMqr4ii6'kea' Ft aEk? iBieiiftod|ttlie;S«- 
pervisor. He wa9iaiheai)taome:.pfeeBaft]it 
man, $tn4 cdna^ojpfbfitiM bestr gratienm^ 

in l/htsr boii«e«^ I wtB^ymmg thesy flit, ;aiid 
fiewly jBFiamed to ^fiaiUie Mac-Ctiidlisliy. 
tliat'i(4ead mm) gonc>^a^sigh)i^aadf\miicMe 
fiu^ IVe bad wi' thcSttpervisOR . He i was 
a daft dog~0 an* he could hae hsuden aflT 
theamttjggleffs a bit i but be wai aye toi- 
taresoflm.-^And so ye se^ sir, there vaa 
a king's sloop down, in Wigton bay, and 
F/atkk Keaoedy, he behaved to have her 
up to chaee I^rk Hatfeeratek*a lugges^-^ 
ye^ll mind Dirk Hatteraieki Deacon? I 
dare say ye mky have dealt wi* hkD-^(the 
Deiacon gave a sort of acquiescent add 
' and humpK) He was^ a daring efaield» 
and hie fought his ship till she blcM^npiibe 
the peeUngs of onions ; and Frank Jkenne- 
dy he had been the first man to board, and 
he wa» fiung like a quarter pf a mUe offf 



l|ild:^M Itttethe^^mfter bdow the rock at 
Warrocb PoibAj that they :ea' the Gtugtr^ 
iiMp to thit 4ay(!' 

'' A^d Mff Berttaito'si dhitd,.'^ aaid tii& 
irtiaager^ ^' whAt,ifraUfthi9 to hmr 

^ 0% air/ lira bairn ag^e he U attwieai 
vark wi' rthe Sopervitor.;. aodltit was Ipe- 
nerallf 4lwiigh t be indent ^m faoavd thr vet* 
\aekalaii9iw]^ him^aA hai«isai«'i^ fiaaward 
-ta be im nmchieC'* 

^' Nc^ no^'laaid.theBeaeoii^/^ye^re^eken 
4eirt tbcff^i Liickie«rfop thr jcmngJLaird was 
Hrtewaawayby araody.gypsey womantfaey 
Ctt'd. Meg .Merrilies^-^l mind her looks 
.weel^*-rin revenge for Ellangowan having 
gar'dher be druni'd through mppletiingaa 
'tot stealing a silver spoon." 

'^ If ye'll forgie me, Deaeon," said the 
.pmcentof, " ye?re«'en as far wsang^as the 
-gudewife*'' 

^^ And what isyour edition of the story, 
»t P* said the stianger j turning to him with 
interest 
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^ Hat^i may4>e no sae caiioy to t^,^ 
said the precantor, wkfa sc^emnity. > ^ 

Upon being urged, however, to speak 
out/ be prelwded with two or three large 
pulFs of tobaceo«>ftmake, and out of tlie 
etoiidy sanetuary which 4^e8e wfaifs form« 
ed around bim, delivered the following 
legoid, having cleared his voice with one 
or two hems, and imitating, as near as he 
could) the eloquence which weekly than- 
dered ov^r his headi from the pulpit ' 

"What we arc now to deliver, my bre- 
thren,-^hem, — I mean, my good friends,— 
was not done in a comer, and may scpre 
as an answer to witch-advocates^ atheists, 
and mtshelievers of alMcinds^— Ye mutt 
know that the worshipful Laird: of Elian* 
gowan- was not so,, preceese as iie might 
have been inxlearinghis.land of witches, 
(concerning whom it is said, 'Thousfaait 
not snlFer a witch to live,') nor of those 
who had familiar ^pisits^ ai)d : consulted 
with divination and sorcery, and. lots, 
which is the fashion with the Egyptians, 



J 



out UANKBRIKG. ^183 

as they ca* tbemscllB, and other unhap- 
py bodies^ in this.our country. And tibe 
Laird was three years married without ha« 
ving afamilyT-and he was sae l^t tohtm- 
sell, that it was thought he hel<f ower 
muckle trockistg and communing wi' thit 
Meg Merrilies^ wbsL was the maist notori- 
ous witch in a' Galloway and DiUjotiffiea* 
shire baith*** 

^* Aweel I wot there's somethmg in 
that," said Mrs MaC-CaridUth; 'Tvekemi'd 
him order her twa glasses o' brandy in this 
very house/* . 

'VAweel, gudewife, than the less I lee 
— Sae the lady was wi' bairn at last, and in 
the night when she should have been d<- 
liveredy there comes to the door of the ha' 
house-^the Place of EllaHgowan as tbejr 
ca'4<^-^n ancient man, straig^fly faabitei(^ 
and asked for qus^rters^ His head, ,9nd 
his legs, and his arins, were bare, although 
it was winter time o' the year,- aiid he hs^^ 
a grey beard three quarters lang. Wee), 
he WAS admitted i and when the lady was 
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•4^^9r0d) he branredl tokuctv the var^ mo* 
'Mept'^f tbt liovr of tbeefai ttfa^ sgid hm fcireiit 
* on t audi leoMttltedt thr^ t ttnr ; AjuI: vrhoi 
' bo' • oahn e ' back^f he teirad* the SisAtdi tint 
''ihe> Bvii One ^wad* have^ power over ^ the 
wkttaiwbaim that Mmi thatmigbkiiorQ^ ud 
'lie<liarge<l him <l)at^be baribe^ riiouid 'be 
-hred'up'^ia the waja of piety,, aotttfaafcifae 
should aye hae a godly minister at; hta A^ 
ihoVitopfay«rf<tfae^bairii*aBd/(^rhimu And; 
the aged mati vaniriied SMBsyt and no waa^ 
<<tf this country ever saw* nmt^ o' him/' 

*' Nowr, tha:t will not pass," said the pes- 
^Uibny who| at a respectful.distanoe, was 
listemng. to the conversation, ^^ begging 
-Mr i'Skreigfa'sand the company's pardon,:*- 
there was no sae mony hairs on the war* 
lock's^faoe as there's on his ainat this mo- 
ment; and he had as gude a. pair o'lieots 
as a man need streik on his legs, and glov^ 
too ;r— and I should understand boots by. 
•this time,. I think.** 

'' Whisht, Jock," said the landlady.— 
/^ What do ye ke& of the matter^ friend 
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Jabosr" Baid the Precentor contempta* 
ously. 

^' Na tntickle, to be ^ure^ Mir Skreigb — 
.enly that I lived .withia a penny-stane cast 
a' the. head o* die avemie at Ellangowao^ 
'\rhen a man cam jinglmg to our door that 
night the young Laird wm bonii and my 
-mother seat me, that was a haf&iti calla&t» 
to shew the straager the gate to the Place, 
which, if he had been sick a warlock, he 
might hae kenn'd himselU ane wad thiitk«^ 
and he waa a young, wed^faur^d^ Weel* 
dressed man, like an Engliahmaii. And I 
tell ye he had .as^ gude a hat, and boots, 
and gloves, as ony gentleman need to 
have. To be sure he did gie an awes^nne 
glance up at the auld castle^^^^and there 
was .some spae-wark gaed on-^I aye heard 
that; but as for his vanishing, I held the 
stirrup mysell when he gaed away, and 
he gied me a round hali^crawn^^^e was 
riding on a haiok tfa^y ca'd Souple Sam«— 
it bdanged to the George at EWmfries--* 
it was^ a blood*Vay *beast,' very ill o* the 
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spavin— I ha€ been the bekst baith. before 
and since.** 

" A weel, aweel, Jock," ia;nswered Mr 

'Skreigh, with a toneiof mild solemnity, 

'^ Qur accounts differ in no material parti- 

culars; but I had no knowledge that'ye 

had seen the man.*-So ye see, my friends, 

, that this sooth-sayer having prognostica- 

, ted evil to the boy, his father engaged a 

' godly minister to be with him morn and 

night.*' 

^' Aye^ that was him they ca*d Dominie 
Sampson/' said the postillion.^ 

" He's but a dumb dog, that," observed 

the Deacon ; *' I have heard that he never 

could preach five words of a sermon end- 

lang, for as iang as be hasbeenr licensed." 

** Weel, but/* said the Precentor, wa* 

^jdng his hand, as. if eager to retrieve the 

oom(nand,of the discourse, ^' he waited on 

the young Laird by night aQd day. Now, 

it chanced, whe.i^ the bairii wsis near five 

«yes^rs auld/that the JLaird had a $ight of 

hi^ errors, and determine^ to. put tbeAB 

Epyptians aff his ground \ <ind he caused 
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.them to remove ; and that Frank Kenne* 
dy^ that was a fbugh swearing fellow, he 
3¥as sent to turn fhem off. And he curi> 
«ed and di^mned at them, and they svirure 
at him^ and that Meg MerriUes, that was 
the maist powerfu' with the Enemy of 
Mankind, she as gude as said she would 
have him body and soul before three days 
,were ower his head. And I have it from a 
sare hand, and that's 'ane wha saw it, and 
that^s John Wilson that was the Laird's 
groom, that Meg appeared to the Laird as 
he was riding hame from Singleside over 
Gibbie's-know, and threatened him wi' 
;wbat she wad do to his family ; but whe- 
ither it was Meg, or something waAiria 
her likeness, for it seemed btggertfaan o&y 
iBOTtal creature, John could not. say •'^ 

" Aweel," said the postilli^, *^it. might 
be'^e — I canna say against it; for I was 
not in the country at the time ; but Jofaa 
Wilson was a. btustesing kind of felldw, 
without the heart of a sprug/^ . 

" And *rhat was the end of all ihvn r 
said the stranger, with some impatience. 



^' Ou^ ibe dvtat and upslmt ^f it waf^ 
sir/' said the Pfecentor^ ^^ that wbile tb^ 
were - all looking <m, befaoldiirg a kkigfe 
ship ehaseu'stRuggier, tfab Kennedy sud» 
ilenljr brake away frae them without ony 
reason that could ^ be desoriedf — ropes nor 
tows wad not hw held him-^and made for 
the Wood o£ Warrocfa as fast as his baast 
€(mld carry bim ; and. by the way he met 
the yOdrog'Latfd'vaod hia governor^ andhe 
staiehed^ tba btartii and swuee, if A^* was 
liewiiicbed^ tteifaaim abottld^hae tbeaamr 
luck as \am 9 and the minis ter followed. as 
fast asf he boQU^aadallnasst a» laatas them, 
ibr .fae.was ttdndcfivity smftoS fiaat-4-and 
iie'.'S«r Meg thet wttoh, oi hev master in 
liev aiaiiHtttdey tiam saddedly out ^f the 
gFoutid^ aad olaiight. die . faaim/ suddenly 
joitt.of the gaiigef'a^'armsH*«and then be 
-jmii]iaaged}aiiddrew biscs wocdrt-fer y e^kea 
a fie^maa and ai cusser fears^sA die d»ih** 
^ I btUew tfaat^& ^epy Uue/" said the 
postillion.'^' 

^Sa> Wi shesgrii^ biati| and clodded him. 



Uke .& slatae iVoiii tbs; sttiig ewer, tins cfaigf 
of Warroch-head| where be-iMSvfemul tiMt 
eite&bg-T'bttt Iwfaat bwaineef't^ babe, 
fnaddy . I catmot :ny. Bat be - thM ^ WM 
mifliater iieie ibed, 4li«i's now^ hi a better 
place, had an opinimi^i tliat t)|« Imim'Wi^ 
€»aly coam^ed to -Tairy-Jaiid for ^ d6a- 



The stranger had smiled slightly at* wtne 
parts of this recttal, but ^epe he <:imld an- 
swer, the clatter of a faorse'a'hoofti itus 
heard,. and a^smartitmriiiti ha^idaoinely 
dressed, with a cockade m im hat, l>astled 
into the idtcheB^'wiih '^ Make alittle room, 
good people ;" when, ^bM^Ting the itmn- 
ger^ he desoended at once into tho modest 
and civil domestic, his hat sunk dowte l^. 
Ms nde, and be put a^ letter ^intio bi$-^inas» 
ter's hwds. ^^ Tbeufam^ at Mafngoimb, 
sir, are m gneat^ dktreis,: and «Dable< h^ f #- 
ceiv« any visits/' 

'' I know it^"' f eplied bis tnastcfr : ^^Atid 
now, rnadam, if yoU^Sl havetbe gdddntes 
to allow me to occupy the parlour you 
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mentioiiad, as you are disappointed of 
your guests*'-'^— ' 

'' Certainly, sir,'' said Mrs Mac-Candlish, 
and lighted the way with all the' impera- 
tive bustle which an active landlady loves 
to display upon such occasions. 

^' Young man/' said the Deacon to the 
servant, filling a glass, '^ yeHl no be the. 
waur o' this after your ride." 

'* Not ^ feaUber, sir^ — thank ye — your 
very good. health, sir." 

'^ And wha may your master be, friend ?" 

'^ What, the gentleman that was here ? 
**that's the famous Colonel Mannering, 
from the East Indies." 

^^ What, him we read of in the newspa* 
pers?" 

^' Aye, aye, just the same. It was he 
relieved Cuddieburn, and defended Chin- 
galore, and defieatedthe great Mahratta 
chief. Bam JoUi Bundleman — ^I was with 
him in most of his campaigns." 

'' head safe u^* said. the landlady, ^' I 
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must go see what he would have for sup- 
per — that I should set him down here T 

*^ O, he likes that all the better, mother ; 
— ^you never saw a plainer cr^ture in your 
life than the Colonel ; and yet he has a 
spice of the devil in him tbo.^' 

The rest of the evening conversation he- 
low stairs^ tending little to edification, we 
shall, with the reader's leave, step up to 
the parlour. 



^. 
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Repotalltm?-«.«4|]akfi iki^'s idol 
Set Apfgakst God^ tbe Maker of all kiw8» 
Who hiith commanded us we should not kill. 
And yet we say we musty for Reputation ! 
Wbat bonest mmrtatn dtlier fear bis x)wb» 
Or else will hurt another's reputation ? , 

Fear to do base and unworthy things is valour; 
If they be done to us, to suffer them 
Is valour toa— ^ 

Ben JoKsoir. 

The Colonel was walking pensively up 
and down the parlour, when the officious 
-landlady re-entered to take his commands. 
Having given them m the ihanner he 
thought would be most acceptable '^ for 
the good of the house/ he begged to de- 
tain her a moment. 

** I think/' he said, ** madam, if I under- 
stood the good people right, Mr Bertram 

lost his son in his fifth year P" 

9 
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" O ay^ sir/ there's nae doubt o' tbat^ 
though there are mony idle clashes about 
the way and manner, for it's an auld storj 
now, and every body tells it, as we were 
doing, their ain way by the ingle-side. 
But lost the bairn was in his fifth year, as 
your honour says, Colonel ; and the news 
being rashly tell'd to the lady, then great 
with child, cost her her life that samyn 
night — and the Laird never throve after 
that day, but was just careless of every 
thing— 'though, when his daughter Miss 
Lucy grew up, she tried to keep order 
within doors— but what could she do, 
poor thin^ ?— -so now they're out of house 
and hauld." 

'' Can you recollect, madam, about 
what time of the year the child was lost ?" 
The landlady, after a pause, and some re* 
collection, answered, *^ she was positive it 
was: ahrat this season ;" and added some 
local recollections that fixed the date in 
her memory, as occurring about.the be- 
ginning of November, 17—. 

The stranger took two or trhee turns 

v6l.t. I 



nmndtbe rcom in sUenoe/but signed to 
Mrs MacoCandliftfa not ta leave it. 

** Did ' I rightly apprehend," he /said, 
^* that the estate of Ellangowan is ip the 
joiarket?" 

M In the niaiket? — it will be:seU?'d;tfae 
mom to the highest bidder-chat's no the 
mrnn^ "Lard help me ! which is the Sab- 
imth, but on Monday^ the first free dhy ; 
and* the furniture and stocking is to be 
roupitat the .same time on th e. ground- 
it'^ :the. opinion of the hail country, that 
the sale has beeu shamefully forced on 
at this time, when there's sae little money 
stirring in Scothind wi' this -weary Asieri- 
can war, that somebody may get the lamd 
a faargain-^Ddl be in them, that I should 
say.sae !"*-Che>gQod lady's wrath rising at 
the. supposed, injustice. 

'^ And where will the sale take: place r? 

** On the premises, as the advertisement 
8ays~*that's. at the house of Ellangowan, 
as I understand it." 

^^ And who exhibits the title-deeds, rent- 
roll, and plan ?" 

" A very decent man, sir ; the sheriff- 
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substitute of the county^ who has autho- 
rity from the Court of Session. He*s in the 
town just no W| if your honour would like 
to see him ; and he can tell you mair about 
the loss of the bairn than ony body> for the 
sheriff depute (that's his principal like,) 
took much pains to come at the truth o' 
that matter, as I have heard/' 

^* And this gentleman's name is ?" — 

«* MaC'Morlan, sir, — ^he's a man o* cha* 
racter^ and weel spoken o\" 

" Spnd my compliments— Colonel Man- 
nerifig's compliments— to him, and I would 
be gUd he would do me the pleasure of ' 
9uppi|ig with me^ and- bring these papers 
with. l)im— and I beg, good madam, you 
will say i^otbing of this to any one else/' 

" Me, sir? ne'er ^ a word shall I say — I 
wish your honour, (a curtsey) or ony ho- 
ii:oura.ble gentleman that's fought for his 
<3piintry, (another curtsey) had the land, 
j^ince the auld family maun quit, (a sigh) 
rather than that.wily scoundrel, Glossin, 
tbat*s risen on the ruin of the best friend 
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he ever bad— and now I think on^t, lil 
slip on my hood and pattens, and gang to 
Mr Mac-Morlan^mysell—he's at hame e^en 
now — it's hardly a 8tep/* 

** Do so, my good landlady, and many 
thanks — and bid my servant step 9iere 
with my portfolio in the mean time.** - 

In a minute or two, Colonel Mannering 
was quietly seated with his writing mate- 
rials before him. We have the privilege 
of looking over his shoulder as he writes, 
and we willingly communicate its sub- 
stance to OUT readers. The letter was ad- 
dressed to AnhuT.Mervyn, Esq. of Mer- 
vyn-Hall, Llanbraithwaite, Westmoreland. 
It contained some account of the writer'is 
previous journey since parting with bimi 
and then proceeded as follows : 

** And now, why will you still upbraid 
me with my melancholy, Mervyn? — ^Do 
you think, after the lapse of twenty-five 
years, battles, wounds, imprisonment, mis- 
fortunes of every description^ I can be 
still the same lively unbroken Guy Man- 
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Bering, who climbed Skiddaw with you, or 
shot grouse upoa<^ Crossfell ? That you^ 
who have remained in the bosom of domes- 
tic happiness^ experience little change ; 
that your step is as light, and your fancy 
as full of sunshine, is a blessed effect of 
ibealth and temperament, co-operating 
with content and a smooth current dowa 
jthe course of life. But my career has been 
one of difficulties, and doubts, and errors. 
Erom my infancy I. have beeu the sport of 
accident, and though the wind has often 
•bc^ne me into harbour, it has seldom been 
fn to. that which the pilot destined. Let 
m^ recall to you — but the task must be 
.brief--— the odd and wayward fates of my 
youth,^ and the mbfortunes of my man<« 
hood.^. 

. " The former, you will say, had nothing 
Tery appalling. All was not for the best ; 
hut all was tolerable. My father, th^ 
eldest son of an ancient but reduced fami- 
ly, left me with little, save the name "of 
the. head of the house, to the. protection 
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of his more fortunate brotliers. They 
were so fond of me that they almost qiiar- 
relied about me. My uncle, the bishop, 
would have had me in orders^ and offer- 
ed me a living — my unclei the merchant, 
would have put me into a counting- house, 
and proposed to give me a share in the thri* 
ving concern of Mannering and Marshal; 
in Lombard Street-*So» between these two 
s tools, or rather these two soft, easy, well^ 
stuffed chairs of divinfty an^d commerce!^, 
my unfortunate persbii slipped down, and 
pitched upon a drkgoon saddle. Agam^ the 
bishop wished me to marfy the niece and 
heiress of the dean of Lincorlft ; and vci'f 
unclei the alderman, propbsed ^d ffie the 
only daughter of old Sldethorn, the great 
wine*merchant, rich enough to play at span* 
counter with moidores, and make thread* 
papers of bank hotes-^and somehow I 
slipped my neck out of both nooses, and 
m^arried — poor-^poor Sophia Wellwood. 

** You will say, my military career in 
India^ when I followed my regiment there, 
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should hare given me some; satisfaction ; 
and so it assuredly has. You. wilL remind 
me also, that if I:disapftRk£bejcb tlie: hopes 
ofrm^y gnapdiUMi I.did.nol incur .their dis* 
pleftsure~that the bishxip^ ai his deatb» 
bequeathed mo) hi&i blessing^, his) maau^ 
script fiermona^ and; a. curioiifi; portfolio, 
cnutmoiag' the heads: ofoemiment divifies 
of the ohureh of England ; and> that my 
unde^ Sir Banl Maimefing^ left me .rale 
faetrand!GXficut»rto.faitSflarge fortune. Yet 
ailthia.aYaiIeth:n>e no4)hing'~I toJd)j;ottJ 
IndithainifummgriiiiittdMdttoh Ishoiridjcstrry 
^^ayrgvaa/^ vith hk^ a^ pecpetual aloea in 
the dMG^t of eotistenoe* I will tell yois 
the cause. more in deiaii thasi I had the 
heart to do while under your hospitable 
roof; . You. will often hear it mentkined, 
and perha|».wltlv difGarettfe audi uajBoflittdcd 
eirGumsHiaiictt& I will,, tb^^ofersptak it 
out, and life tloe^ eisenrt idtselft and tfae> s^k- 
trments. o£ mebaofaolyiiirttb wfaidsr: it: has 
impressed me^ nerer agam/be suligect of 
dbcussaxm between u8k 
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** Sophia^ as you well know, foDowed 
me to India. She was as innocent as gay ; 
buty unfwtunately for us both, as gay as 
hmocent. My own manners were partly 
formed by studies I had forsaken^ ^ and 
habits of seclusion, not quite consistent 
with my situation as commandant of a 
regiment, in a country where uni^yei;sal 
hospitality is offered and expected by 
every settler claiming the rank of ^ geur 
tleman. In a moment of peculiar presi- 
sure, (you know how hard we were some- 
times run to obtain white faces to coun* 
tenance our line of battle) a young man, 
named Brown, joined our regiment as a 
volunteer, and, finding the military duty 
more to his fancy than commerce, id which 
he had been engaged, remained with us as 
a cadet^— Let me dp my unhappy victim 
justice— *he behaved with such gallantry 
on every occasion that offered, that tiiie 
fitst vacant commission was considered as 
his due. I was absent for some weeks 
upon a distant expedition ;— ^wben I re- 
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fmmed^ I found this young fellowrc^ita'' 
bli$hed quite as the friend of the houses 
aad habitual attendant of my wife and 
daughter. It was an arrangement which 
displeased me in many particulars, though 
»o objection could be made to his man- 
ners or character — Yet I might have 
been reconciled to his familiarity in my 
family^ but for the suggestions of an- 
other. If you read over— what I never 
dare open — the play of Othello, you will 
have some idea of what foilowed~I mean 
.of my mo tives-^my actions, thank God ! 
were less reprehensible. There >vas an* 
other cadet ambitious of the vacant situa- 
tion. He called my attention to what he 
led me to term coquetry between my wife 
and this young man. Sophia was virtuous, 
but proud of her virtue ; and, irritated by 
my jealousy, she was so imprudent as to 
press and encourage an intimacy which 
shiS saw I disapproved and regarded with 
suspicion. Between Brown and me there 
existed a sort of internal dislike. He madd 

i2 
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an effort or two to orertome my prejudice ; 
but> prepossesised aft I v»^a«ii' I placed thesk 
to a wrong motive. FefeUng himself re- 
pulsedi and with scorn, he desisted ; and 
as he was without family and friends, he 
waa naturally more watchful of the* de- 
portment of one who had botbi* 

**It is odd with whit torture I Write 
this letter, I feel inclined, nevertheless^ 
to protract the operation, just as if nfiy 
doing so could put off the catastrophe 
whi^ has long embittered my lifer But 
^ — it must be told, and it shall be told 
briefly. 

** My wife, though no longer young, was 
still eminently handsome, and-^let me say 
thus far in my own justificatioii^— sh^ was 
fond of being thought so. I am repeat* 
ing what I said before-^In a word, of her 
virtue I never entertained a doubt ; but, 
pushed on by the artful suggestiont of 
Archer, I thought she cared little for 
my peace of mind, and that the young 
fellow, Brown, paid his attentions^ in my 



deapt t^i &iui in dbfiauce of m«. He per* 
baps cQQisidered me» on bis parti^^^ aa op<* 
preuive ariatocmtic maiii. who niade my 
rank^ kx society, and in the armyji thiQ 
means of galling those wbooi circnEnstan* 
ces placed bieneath me. And if he disco- 
vered mj silly jealousy, he probably con- 
sidered the fretting me in that sore point 
of my character, as one means of aveo'* 
ging the petty indignities to which I had 
it in my power to subject him. Yet an 
acute friend of mine gave a moce harm- 
less, or at least a less offensive, construe* 
tion to his attentions, which he concei- 
ved to be meant for .my daughter Julia, 
though immediately addressed to propiti* 
ate the influence of her mother. This 
could have been no very flattering or 
pleasing enterprise on the part of an ob- 
scure and nameless young man ; but I 
could not have been offended at this folly 
as I was at the higher degree of presump- 
tion I suspected. Offended, however, J, 
was, and in a mortal degree. 
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^ A very slight spark will kkidte ^ flame 
where every thing lies open to catch itr 
I have absolutely forgot the proKiinate 
cause of quarreli but it was some trifle 
which OGcurred at the card-tabUi which 
occasioned high word& and a challenge; 
We met in the morning beyond the walls 
and esplanade of the fortress which I then 
commanded, on the frontiers of the set- 
tlement. This was arranged for Brown's 
safety had he escaped* I almost wish he 
had, though at my own expence ; but he 
fell by the first fire. We strove to assist 
him, but some of these Lootkf»y a species 
of native banditti. who were always on 
the watch for prey, poured in upon us^ 
Archer and i gained our horses with di£- 
flculty, and cut our way through tbena af<r 
ter a hard conflict, in the course of which 
he received some desperate wounds. To 
complete the misfortunes of this iriiserap 
ble day, my wife, who suspected the de- 
sign with which I left the fortress, had er« 
dered her palanquin to follow me, and was 
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slarmed and almost made pmonerby an/> 
other troop of these phinderers. She was 
quickly released by apartyof oinr.dnvalry; 
but I cannot disguise from myself^ that, the 
incidents of this fatal morning gave a se^ 
▼ere shock to health ali«ady delicate. The 
confession of Archer, who thought him* 
self dying, that he had invented some cir- 
cumstances, and, for his purposes, put the 
worst construction upon others, and the 
&11 explanation and exchange* of forgive- 
ness which this produced, could not check 
the progress of her disorder. She died 
within about eight months after this inci- 
dent, beqiieathing me only the girl, of 
whom Mrs Mervy n is so good as to under^ 
take the tetnporary charge* Julia was also 
extremely ill, so much so, that I was in* 
duced to throw np my command and re^ 
turn to Europe, where her native air, time; 
^nd the novelty of the scenes around lier, 
have contributed to dissipate her dejeo- 
tton, and to restore her health. 
" Now tha,l you know my stoty, yon 



mdl nor longer aV me the. reason. of my 
Bie}aiichoIy9 but ptcmrt me to Ifraod upon 
it as I ms^. There ia^ surely, in die above 
narrative^ enooghto embrtter,: though not 
tOKpoison^ tk^xshaliee^ which the fortune 
mad £siiie you so often mention had pre** 
fnred to regale my yearr of retirement 

'' I ccHild acid circumatances which our 
. old tutor wouid hare, quoted as instances 
€i day JatidityT--^y&a would laugh were I 
4pl|P||||itii(m:.8ud^ particulars^ especially as 
yoa kttot^J put.UD faith in them.. Yet, 
since I have come: to the very bouse from 
which I now write^ I hare leanan^ a* sin* 
gul^K eomcidence, whid^ if I find it truly 
ettftblished by tolerable evidence^ will 
serve us hereafter for subject of curious 
diiscussion. But I will? spare you at pre- 
sent, as I expect a person to apeak about 
^ purchase of property now open in this 
partiof the country^ It is a place tor which 
•I have .a foolish partiality^ and I hope my 
purchasing, may be convenient to those 
who are parting with it^ as there is a plan 



for baying ft Hader the value. My re- 
Bpectful complhikents to Mrs Mervyn, and 
I will trust yon, though you boast to lie 
so lively a ytmng gentleman, to kiss Ju- 
lia^ for me;-«-*Adieu^ dear Mervyn, — ^Thine 
ever, 

" Guy Mankering^/^ 

Mr Mac^Morlah now entered the room, 
Tiie well-ktiown character of Colonel Man- 
nering at oiice disposed this gentleman, 
who was a man of intelligence and probi- 
ty^ to be open and confidential. Ue ex- 
plained the advantages and disadvantages 
of the property* ^' It was settled,'* be said» 
'' the greater part of it at least, upon heirs* 
malC) and the purchaser would have the 
privilege of retaining in his hands a lafge 
proportion of the price, in case of the re- 
appearance, within a certain limited term, 
of the child who had disappeared." 

'* To what pn^rpose, then, force forward 
a iftle ?" Aaid Manneringt 
^ Mac-Morlan smiled. " Ostensibly,** he 



atid$ ^^ to substitute the interest of money; . 
instead of the ill-paid and-precarious rents 
of an unimproved estate; but chiefly, it 
was supposed^ to suit the wishes and views 
of a certain .in tended purchaser! who had 
become a principal creditor, and forced 
himself into the^ matiagement of the af« 
fairs by means best Icnown to himself, 
and who, it was- thoug^t^ would fiad it 
very convenient to purchase th& estate 
without paying down the price.'* 

MannerifigT consi^lted with Mr Mie- 
Morlan u|K)n the steps for thwarting this 
unprincipled^ attempt. They then - con* 
versed long upon the singular disappear** 
ance of Harry. Bertram upon his fifth 
birth*day, verifying thus the random prer 
Action of Mannering, of which, however, 
it* will readily be 'supposed he made no 
boast. Mr Mac-Morlan was not himself 
in office when that incident took^ places 
but he was well acquainted with all the 
circumstances, and premised that our hero 
should have them detailed by the sheriff- 
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depute himselfi if, as he proposedi he 
should become a settler in that part of 
Scotland. With this assurance, they part- 
ed well satisfied with each otheri and with 
the evening's conference. 

On the Sunday following, Colonel Man* 
neriiig attended the parish church with 
great decorum. None of the Ellangowan 
faaiily were present; and it was under« 
stood that the old Laird was rather worse 
than better. Jock Jabos, once more dis* 
patched for him> returned once more with* 
out his errand. Next day Miss Bertram 
hoped he might be removed. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



Thef told BtMb by tbe Mtiteiiee^of tbe k«s . 
They had commiMion to leixe all thy foctuaei"-* 
Here stood a ruffian with a horrid iace. 
Lording it o'er a pile of massy plate^ 
TumUed into a heap^fbr puhiiOBalef^- 
There wasanother^ makk^ vlHainpus j^tf 
At thy undoingj he had ta'en .possession 
Of air thy ancient most domestic ornaments. 

OtWAY. 



Early next moraing, Mannering mount, 
cd his horse, and, accompanied by his ser- 
vant, took the road to Ellangowan. He 
had no need to enquire the way. A sale 
in the country is a place of public resort 
and amusement, and people of various 
descriptions streamed to it from all quar* 
ters. 

After a pleasant ride of about an hour, 
the old towers of the ruin presented them- 
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selves in the lianddcapcw The thciughte 
with ti^hat diflferetit feelings^ he had lost 
sight of them so many years before^ 
thronged upon the mind of the traveller. 
The landscape tras the same; bat how 
changed the feelings, hopes, and views> 
of the spectator ! Then, life and lov«e were 
new, and all the prospect was glided by 
their rays. And now, disappointed in^al^ 
fection, sated with fa^e^ and vAikt the 
\rorM ealfe .success, his mind g^iwted^ by 
bitter and repeiitAnt retf^llectionr 1m inst 
hope was to find a retir^mefiS ift whiok lit 
might nurse the mefetfchoty that Wto^ to 
accompany W« to hte gvafMe; ** YeC^^by 
should an HidiTiduat m!b«rn ovet the iit- 
stafoility 6f his hoped, atld the vatiity ctf 
his prdspects ? Thie atfi^n t chief^ • wlio 
et^bted thede enofmous and^ mfa»si ve tow- 
ers to be the fortress of theit raee aqi 
the sesit 6f their povifer, could they have 
dreamed the day was to come, when tbe 
last of their descendants should be expei-# 
ledj^ a ruined wanderer^ from his posses* 
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sions ! But Nature's bounties are unaltert 
edi The sun will shine as fair on these 
ruinsy^ whether the property of a stranger^ 
or of a sordid and obscure trickster of the 
•bused law, i^ when the banners of the 
founder first waved upon their battle? 
nents.** 

These reflections brought Mannering to 
Ae door of the house» which was that day 
sipen to alL He entered among, others^ 
who traversed the apartmentSi some to se^ 
lect articles for purchase, others to gratify 
their curiosity* There is something.. ine<- 
Jancholy in sttcb s^neenef evesr under the 
tnostfavourable circumstances. The cour 
jfttsed state of the furniture, displaced for 
the convenience of being easily .vie wedand 
carried oiFby the purchasers, is disagreea^ 
ble to the eye* Those articles which, pro- 
perly and decently arranged, look credit- 
able and handsome, have then a paltry 
and wretched appearance ; and the apart- 
ments, stripped of all that render them 
CQmmodious and coinfor table, have an.asr 



pect of ruin and dilapidation. It is dis- 
gusting alsO| to see the scenes of domestic 
society and seclusion thrown open to the 
gaze of the curious and the vulgar; to 
hear their coarse speculations and jests 
upon the fashions and furniture to which 
they are unaccustomedi — a frolicksome 
humour much cherished by the whiskey 
which in Scotland is always put in circu- 
lation upon such occasions; All these 
are ordinary effects of such a scene as £1- 
langowan now presented ; but the moral 
feeling, that, in this case, they indicated 
the total ruin of an ancient and honoura- 
ble-family, gave them treble weight and 
poignancy. 

It was some time -before Colonel Man- 
Bering could find any one disposed to an- 
swer his reiterated t]uestions concerning 
EUangowan himself. At length, an old 
maid-servantt who held her apron to her 
eyes as she spoke, told him; ^* the Laird 
was something better, and they hoped 
be would be able to leave the house that 
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day. Miss Lucy expected the chaise 
every .moiDent^ and, as the day was fine 
for t)ie .time o' year, they had carried him 
in his easy chair up to the green before 
the ai|ld castle, to be out of the way of 
this unca speclacle." Hither Colonel 
Mannering went in quest of him, and soon 
eame in sight of the little group, which 
consisted of four persons. The ascent 
was steepj so that he had time to recon- 
noitre them as he advanced, and to consi- 
der in what mode he should make his ad- 
dress. 

Mr Bertram, paralytick^ and almost in* 
<^9paWie of moving, occupied his easy chair, 
attired in his night-cap^ and a loose camlet 
cH>at, his Upt wris^pped in blankets. Be- 
hind him, with his han()s crosi^ed pn the 
cane on which he restedi stood Dominie 
Sainpson, whom Mannering recognised at 
<>nce» Time had made no change .upon 
bim,,unle6s that his black cpatseeiped more 
forowrp, ;ind bia. gaunt cheeks more l^k, 
tb«n when Mannerh^ last saw him. On 
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one didc ef the old thia w its a sylph«Iikis 
form^a jtousg womaa of about isevei^ 
teen, whom the jCqIoiubiI accounted to be 
his .daughket. ! She i was Jonhiog^ fvpm 
time, ta.tim^ aDxiousLy towards t&eiaifc^ 
nue^-aa i£)eKpectiiig>the po&t-»ch&ide ; and 
between whiles busied herself in adjusting 
tfae-jblankfitSy so as to protect her father 
from the.coldy and in answering enquiries, 
which he seemed to make with a captious 
and jqnerulotts manner. She did not trust 
hei^elf to look towards the Place, as it was 
called, although the hum of the assembled 
crowd must :have drawn her attention in 
that direction. The fourth person of the 
group was: a handsome and. genteel young 
man, who. seemed to share Miss JBertcam's 
anxiety, and her solicitude to sooth and 
accommodate her parent 

This young man was the first who ob- 
served Colonel Mannering, and immedi- 
ately stepped forward to meet him, as if 
politely to prevent his drawing nearer to 
the distressed group. Mannering instant* 
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]y paused and explained* *' He was/' he 
said, ^* a stranger, to whom Mr Bertram 
had formerly shewn kindness and hospita- 
lity ; he would not have intruded himself 
upon him at a period of dbtress, did it not 
seem to be in some degree a moment also 
of desertion ; he wished merely to offer 
such services as might be in his power to 
Mr Bertram and the young lady." 

He then paused at a little distance from 
the chair. His old acquaintance gazed at 
him with lack-lustre eye« that intimated 
no tokens of recognition — the Dominie 
.seemed too deeply sunk in distress even 
to observe his presence. The young man 
spoke aside with Miss Bertram, who ad- 
vanced timidly, and thanked Mr Manner- 
ing for his goodness; ^^ but/' she said^ the 
tears gushing fast into her eyes — ^^ her fa- 
ther, she feared, was not so much himself 
as to be able to remember him." . 

She then retreated towards the chair, 
accompanied by the Colonel;—" Father," 
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she said, ^' this is Mr Mannering, an old 
friend^ come to enquire after you." 

" He's very heartily welcome/* said the 
old man, raising himself in his chair, and 
attempting a gesture of courtesy, while a 
gleam of hospitable satisfaction seemed to 
pass over his faded features ; ^' but, Lucy^ 
my dear, let us go down to the house, you 
should not keep the gentleman here in the 
cold.— 'Dominie, take the key of the wine- 
cooler. Mr a-a*the gentleman will take 
something after his ride."— 

Manneringwas unspeakably a^fFected hy 
the contrast which his recollection made 
between this reception, and that \dth 
which he had been greeted by the same 
individual when they last met. He could 
iK)t restrain his tears, and his evident emo- 
tion at once attained him the confidence 
of the friendless young lady. - , 

" Alas r said she, ^' this is distressing 
even to a stranger ; but it may be better 
for my poor father to be in this way, than 
]f he knew and could fed all." : 

VOL. 1. K 



* 
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A servant hi livery now came up ih€ 
path, and spoke in an undertone tathc 
young gentlcmaw^*' Mr Charles^ my la- 
dy *s wanting you yonder sadly» to bid for 
her for the black ebony cabinet ; and Lady 
Jean Devorgoil is wi' her an a'~ye maun 
come; away directly*'^ 

^^ Jell them you could not find me, Tom ; 
or> stay»— say I am looking at the horBet,** 

** No^ no, no,*' said Lucy Bcrtramj ear* 
nestly ; '' if yoti would not add to the Bii« 
sery of this miserable moment, go to the 
company directly,— This gentleman, I am 
sure, will see us to the carriage/^ 

^^ Unquestionably, madam*'* said Man* 
iiering; '^ your young friend may rely on 
my attention." 

*^ Farewell, then,** said Mr Charles, and 
whispered a word in her ear^rlhen ran 
down the «teep hastily, as if not tnsating 
his resolution at a slower pace. ' . 

*' Where's Charles Hazlewood running r'V 
aud the iuTalid, who apparently was ac- 
^Gustomed to his presence and atteationa ; 
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*' wbere*« Cbarlea Hazlewood running r— 
what takes him away now ?**« 

'* He'll return in a little whtle,** said 
Lucy, gently. 

The sound of voiees was now heard from 
this ruins. The reader may remember there 
was a coBnnuntcattim between the castle 
«nd tbfe beacb^ up which the speakers had 
ascended. 

*^ Yes, there's plenty of shells and sea- 
ware^ aa you observe—^and if one inolmed 
to build a new hoase, which might indeed 
be necessary, there's a great deal of good 
hewn stone a;bQttt tiiis old dungeon for the 
devil here" — ^ . > 

^^ Good God !" said Miss Bertram baa* 
tily to Sampson, ^' 'tis that wretch Gloa- 
ein's voice>-*if my father sees him, it wiU 
kill him butr^tr': 

. Sampson wheeled perpendlcuiarly roufid, 
and moved with long strides to confront 
the attorney, as he issued from beneath 
tbe fMMTtaL arcfa of the ruin. ^^ Avoid ye T 
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4ic said—" Avoid ye ! would'st thou kill 
and take possessioa ?'' 

«' Come, come, Master Dominie Samp- 
son," answered Glossin insolently, " if ye 
.cannbtpreachin^ the pulpit, we'll have no 
preaching here. We go by the law, my 
;^ood friend ; we leare the gospel to you/' 

The very mention of this man's name 
had been of late a subject of the most 
violent il^ritation to the unfortunate pa- 
tient. The sound of his voice now pro- 
duced ah instantaneous effect. Mr Ber- 
.tram started up without assistance, and 
turned round towards hinv; the ghastli- 
ness of his features forming a strange 
^contrast with the violence of his excla- 
mation.—" Out ofemy sight, ye viper ! — 
''ye frozen viper, that I warmed till ye 
stung me !-~Art thou not afraid that the 
Ivallsofmy father's dwelling should fall 
and crush theie limb and bone? — Are ye 
not ftfrlaicl the very. lintels of the door of 
'£llangQwanca9tle should break open and 
swallow you up ? — Were ye not friendless^ 
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—Houseless,— peiMiy]te«s,—whcft I took ye 
by the hand^aad are ye not expelling me i 
— tne^ and that innocent girl— friendless, 
lK>useless, and pennyless, from the house 
that has sheltered us and outb for a thou- 
samd years ?- 

Had Glossin been alone^ he would proba* 
bSy have slunk off; but the consciousness 
that a stranger was present, besides the 
per soa who came with him (a sort of land- 
surveyor^) determined him to resort to im^ 
p^dence» The task» however, was almost 
too hard, even for his effrontery — " Sir — 
Sir — Mr Bertram— Sir^ you should not 
blame me^ but your own imprudence, 



sir*". 



The indignation of Mannering was 
mounting very high. ** Sir,'* he said to 
Glossin, ^^ without entering into the me- 
rits of this controversy, I must inform 
you, that you have chosen a very impro* 
ppr place> time^ and presence, for it And 
you will oblige me by , withdrawing^ witbr 
out more words/' 



Glbisin, bciog^atalli strong, mnscular 
ohm, was not yrnwiUing rather to tufb 
upon a stranger whom b€ hop^d to bally^ 
than maintain his wretched cau6e against 
his injured patron—" I do not know who 
you are, sir, and I shall permit vl6 man to 
use such id — d freedom with me." 

Mannering was naturally hot^tempereii 
— his eyes flashed a dark light— he com* 
pressed his nether lip so closely that the . 
blood sprung, and, approaching Glossin— 
"Look you, sir,** he said, ** that you do 
nut know nfie is of no consequencie. I 
kntm you; aind, if yon do not instantly 
descend that bank, without uttering a 
single syllable, by the Heaven that is 
above us, you shall make but one step 
ffom the top to the bottom.*' 

The commanding tone of rightful anger 
silenced at once the ferocity of the bully. 
He hesitated, turned on his heel, and, 
muttering something between his teeth 
about unwillingness to alarm the lady, 
relieved them of his hateful company. 



^^ 
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Mrs MaC'Candlish's postillion, who had 
come up in time to hear what passed, said 
aVoud, 'Mf he had stuck by the way, I 
would have lent him a heezie, the dirty 
scoundrel, as willingly as ever I pitched a 
\>oddle." 

He then stepped forward to announce 
that hh horses were in readiness for the 
invalid and his daughter. 

But they were no4a]igef^n«6ei8Ai7. The 
debilitated frame of iMr Bertram was ex-^ 
bausted by this last effort of indignant 
angec^* and when he aunk ag^m npoa his 
oiuiry he ^Bpsted. almost without a strugf^ 
gteoor groam So Isttlci akeration did tlM. 
eactinctaon of the vital spark make upoa 
hta external appourance, that the iBcreami^ 
of hit daughter^ when she saw his eye fix 
and felt his pnhe atop^ first aimouncod bia 
death to Uie spectators^ * 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The beD strikes •ne^<^we take no note of ftim& 
But from its loss. To give it then a tongue 
Is wise fn man. Atf if an angd spoken 
I fed Ae sokmn souad^^-^ 



The moral, which the- poet has rather 
faintly deduced from the necessary mode 
of measuring time, may be well applied 
to bur feeliuga respecting that portion of 
it which constitutes human life.. We ob- 
serve the aged> the infirmj and those ea^ 
gaged.in occupations of immediate hazard, 
trembling as it were upon, the rery brink 
of non-existencci but we derive no lesson 
from the precariousness of their tenure un- 
til it has altogether failed. Then, for a mo- 
ment at least, 
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Our hqpes and fears 
Start up alami'd, and o'er life's narrow verge 
Look down— On what ?— a fathomless abyss, 
A. dark eternity, how surely olirs !— • 

The crowd of assembled gazers and 
idlers atEllangowanhad followed the views 
of amusement^ or what they called bu«i- 
ness, which brought them there^ with Ut^ 
tie regard to the feelings of those who 
were ^suffering upon that occasion. Fewj 
indeed, . knew any thing . of the family. 
The father, betwixt seclusion, misfortune, 
and imbecillity, had drifted, as it were, for 
many years, out of the notice of his con<- 
tenaporaries—the daughter had never been 
known to them. But wh^n the geaeral 
murmur announced that the unfortunjate 
Mr Bertram had broken his heart in the 
effort to leave the mansion of hiai forefa- 
thers, there poured forth a torrent of symh 
pathy, like the waters from the rock when 
stricken by the wand of the prophet The 
ancient descent and unblemished integrity 
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of the family were respectfully remember- 
ed ; above all, the sacred veneration due 
to misfortune, which in Scotland seldom 
demands its tribute in vaiD> then claimed 
tad recdv'f d it^ ^ 

Mr Mac-Morlan hastily announced^ that 
he would suspend all further proceedings 
in the sale cf the estate and other proper^ 
ty, and relinquish the possession of the 
premises to the young lady, until she 
could consult with her firiendSi and pro* 
vide for the burial of her father* 

Glossin had cowered for a few minutes 
under the general expression of sympathy, 
till, hardened by observing that no appear* 
ance of popular indignation was directed 
his way, he had the audacity to require 
that the sale should proceed, 

'^ I will take it upon my own auihoritj 
to adjourn it," aaid the SfaerifiP^substitnte, 
'^ and will be responsible for the conse- 
quences, I will also give due notice when 
it is again to go forward. It is for the be- 
nefit of all concerned that the lands should 
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brixig the highest price the state of the 
market will admit, and this is surely no 
time to expect it — I will take the respon- 
aibility upon myself." 

Glossin left the room and the house too 
with secracy and dispatch; and it was 
probably well for him that he did so^ 
since our friend Jock Jabos was already, 
haranguing a numerous tribe of bare-leg^ 
ged boys on the propriety of pelting him 
off the estate. 

Some of the rooms were hastily put in ^ 
Qr4er £ot the reception of the young lady, . 
and of her father's dead body. Marnier* 
ing now &und his farther interference: 
would be unnecessary, and might be mis- 
construed. He observed, too, that several 
fiunilies connected with that of EUangow- 
an, and who indeed derived their principal 
claim of gentility from the alliance, were 
now disposed to pay to their trees of genea* 
logy a tribute, which the adversity of their 
supposed relatives had been inadecpiate to 
call forth ; and that the honour^if superia- 
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. tending tfie funeral rrte9 af tfaedeadGodfrey 
Bertram (as in the memorable case of Ho« 
mer's birtfa-place) was likely to be debated 
by seven gentlemen af raqk andr fortune^, 
none of whom had offered him an asylum 
while living. He tberefoie resolved, as his 
presence was altogether usetess, to make 
a short tour of a fortnight, at the endof 
which period- the adjourned, sale of the 
estate of £lIangowan was to proceed. 

But before he departed, he solicited an 
rnOsrview with the Borainie. The poor 
man appeared; upon being informeda.gen^ 
tleman wanted^to speak to him, with some 
expression^of surprise in his gaunt features, 
to which recent sorrow had given an ex- 
pression yet more griesly. He made two or 
three profound re verences to Mannering, 
and then^ staadtng. erect; patiently waited 
an explanation of his com mantis. 

" YoU' are prc^ably ^ a loss to guess, 
Mr Sampson,** said Mannering, "whafca 
stranger may have to say to you r'' 

*' Unless it were to requefrt,.that X irouUL 
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undertake to train lip some youth in polite 
letters, and humane learning—but I can-' 
not — I cannot — I have yet a task to p«r<- 
form."— 

." No,' Mr Sampson, my wishes are not 
so ambitious. 1 have no son, and my on* 
ly daughter, I presume, you would net 
consider as a fit pupil/' 

** Of a surety, no; Nathless, it was I 
who did educate Miss Lucy in all useful 
learning, — albeit it was the housekeeper 
who did teach her those unprofitable ex- 
ercises of hemming and shaping/' 

"Well, sir, it is of Miss Lucy I meant 
to speak — you have, I presume, no recol- 
lection of me ?'' 

Sampson, always sufficiently absent in 
mind, neither remembered the astrologer 
of past years, nor even the stranger who 
had taken his patron's part against GIos- 
sin, so much had his friend's sudden death 
embroiled his ideas. 

** Well, that does not signify— I am an 
old acjc^uaintance of the late Mr Bertram, 
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able and willmg to assist liis daughter in 
her pneaent circumstances. Besides^ I have 
thoughts oft makiBg this: purchase^ aod I 
should wish things kept in order abotit 
tbe Place; will you have the goodness ta 
apply this small sum inr the usual faxmly 
eKpencars ?"-t-He put into the Domiiues 
hand a purse containing some gold. 

** Pro-di^gi-oiia'P exclaimed' Dominie 
Sampson. '^ fiat if your honour w^ld 
tarry*'- 
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^^ Impossible, sir^^— impossible/' said Man* 
nering, making his escape from him. 

** Prd-di-gi-ous !** again exclaimed Samp* 
sbn^ following to the head of the stairs^ 
still holding out the purse*. '^ But as 
touching this coined money" 

Mannering escaped down stairs as fast 
as possible. 

" Pro-di-gi-ous !" .exclaimed Dominie 
Sampson, yet the third time, now stand- 
ing at the first door, '' But as touchi^ 
this coined'* ^ * - -* 

But Mannering was iiow on horseback^ 



aiid out!of beaiiag. The Dominie, irho 
had never, eitherinbb own right, or as 
trustee for another, been possessed of a 
quarter part of diis sum, though it was 
not above twenty guineas, ** took coun* 
sel," as he expressed himself, ^^ how he 
should demean himself with respect unto 
the fine gold"' tbus left in his charge. For^ 
tunately he found a disinterested adviser 
in Mac-Morlan, who pmnted out the most 
proper means of disposing of it for contri« 
bating to Miss Bertntm's convenience, be* 
ing no doubt the purpme to which it was 
deatined by the bestowen 

Many of the neighbouring gentry were 
now aiticerely eager in pressing offers of 
hospitality and kindness upon Miss Ber- 
tram. But she felt a natural reluctance to 
enter any family, for the first time, as an 
object rather of benevolence than hospita- 
lity, and determined to wait the opinion 
and advice of her father's nearest female 
relation, Mrs Margaret Bertram of Single- 
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side, a& old unmarried lady, to wlu>m she 
wrote anaecooat of her pvesent distress^ 
fui situatiom 

The funeral of the late Mr Bertram was 
performed with decent privacy, and the 
unfortunate, young lady was now to con* 
sider herself as but the temporary tenant 
of the house in which she had been born^ 
and where her patience and soothing at^ 
tentions had so long '^ rocked the cradle 
of declining age/' Her communication 
with Mr Mac-Morlan encouraged her to 
hope, that she would not be suddenly or 
unkindly deprived of this asylum ; but for* 
tune had ordered otherwise. 

For two days before the appointed day 
for the sale of the lands and estate of £1- 
langQwau, Mac-Morlan daily expected the 
appearance of Colonel Manneringt or at 
least a letter containing powers to act for 
him. But none such arfived. Mr Maci- 
Morlan waked early in the morning, — walki- 
ed over, to the Ppst-Qfiice,~there were no 
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letters for him. He ehde^vbured to per* 
suade himself that he should see Colonel 
Manaering to breakfast, and ordered his 
wife to place her best china, and prepare 
herself accordingly. But the preparations- 
were in vstin. ^^ Could I have foreseen 
this/* he said, ** I would have travelled 
Scotland over, but I would have found 
some one to bid against Glossin." Alas ! 
such reflections were all too late. The ap- 
pointed hour arrived ; and the parties met 
in the Mason's Lodge at Kippletringan, 
being the place fixed for the adjourned 
sale. Mac«>Morlan spent as much tio»e ia 
preUmiaaries as decency would permit, 
and read over the articles of sale as slowly 
as if he had been reading his own death* 
warrant He turned his eye every time^ 
the docft of the room opened, with hopea* 
which grew fainter and -fainter. He hs* 
tened to every noise in the street of the 
village, and endeavoured to distinguish in 
it the sound of hoofs or wheels* It was all' 
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in ?aift» A brig^ht idea then ocounrcd, ^lat 
Colonel Mannering might have empl^qrcd 
some other person in the transactton^-^'iie 
would not have wasteda momenf^t^hwigiit 
upon tlie want of confidence in himselfi 
^hiefa inch a mancBuvre^would have evio* 
oed, Bnt this hope also wae gronodlest. 
After a solemn pause, Mr Glossin offered 
the upset price for the lands and barony of 
Ellangowan. No reply was made, and no 
competitor appeared ; so^ aftdr k lapse of 
the ueuat internal hy the rnn«iing of a Hand* 
glaMy upon the intended p«irchaser eftiteiw 
ing the proper sureties^ Mr Mae-Moplaft 
wae obliged, in technicat terms, "to- ^ find 
and declare the sale lawfully completed, 
and to prefer the said Gilbert Glossin as 
the purchaser of the said lands and estate.*^ 
The honest writer refused to partake of a 
splendid entertainment with which Gilbert 
Glossin, Esquire, now of EUangowan, 
treated the rest of the company, and re« 
turned home in huge bitterness of spirit^ 
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which h^ vented in complaints against the 
fickleness and caprice of these Indian Na* 
bobs, who never knew what they wonld' 
be at for ten days together. Fortune ge« 
nerously determined to take the blame 
upon herself, and cut off even this vent of 
Mac-Morlan's resentment. 

An express arrived about six o'clock at 
night, " very particularly drunk," the 
maid-servant said, with a packet from 
Colonel Mannering, dated four days back, 
at a town about a hundred miles distance 
from Kippletringan, containing full powers 
to Mr Mac-Morlan, or any one whom he 
might employ, to make the intended pur* 
chase, and stating, that some family busi* 
ness of consequence called the Colonel 
himself to Westmoreland, where a letter 
would find him, addressed to the care of 
Arthur Mervyn, Esq. of Mervyn Hall. 

Mac-Morlan, in the transports of his 
wrath, flung the power of attorney at the 
head of the innocent maid-servant, and 
was only forcibly with-held from horse- 
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whipping the rascally messenger, by whose 
sloth and drunkenness the disappointment 
had taken glace* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

ISy gold is gone, my money is spent^ 

My land now take it unto &ee. 
Give me thy gold, good John o' the Scales^ 

And thine for aye my land shall be* 

Then John he did him to record draw. 
And John be caste him a gods-pennie ; 

But for every pounde that John agreed. 
The landf I wi8» was well worth three. 

Heir^Linne, 

The Galwegian John o' the Scales was 
a more clever fellow than his prototype. 
He contrived to make himself heir of 
Linne without the disagreeable cexemony 
t)f " telling down the good red gold,** 
Miss Bertram no sooner heard this pain<* 
ful, and of late unexpected intelligence, 
than she proceeded on the preparations 
dhe had already made for 'leaving the 
mansion-house . immediately, Mr Mac- 



Morlan asiisted her in these arrangements, 
and pressed upon her so kindly the hospi- 
tality and protection of his roof, until she 
should receive an answer from her cousin, 
or be enabled to adopt some settled plan 
of life, that she felt there would be un- 
kindness in refusing an invitation urged 
with such earnestness. Mrs Mac-Morlan 
was a ladylike peispo^ and well qualified 
by birth and manners to receive the visi^ 
and to make her house agreeable to Miss 
Bertram. A homci therefore, and «n hos- 
pitable recepttooy were sccuied to her, and 
she went on, with better hearty to pay the 
wages and receive the adieus of this few 
domestics of ber father's family. 

Where there are estiniable qualities on 
either 9ide» this task is always affecting — 
the present circunostances rendered it doju- 
Ixly so« AH received their due/ aiiil evea 
a trifle mor?eg and with thanks and good 
vrifhes^ to which aome added tears, took 
£srewell o£ tl^ir youii^ mistress. Thwe 

ternnnfdin t^ partour only Mr Mac-Mof^ 

4 
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UOi, whot oame^ to attei>d his gtiett tiE>4rft 
bou^iSt Doininie^ampsonv and Miss BeN 
traiiK: *' And neur;" ^aid the poor girl^ 
^^ I*mu&t l|id farewett' to one of mjr oldest 
and kindesft frkndi^.-iGod Wc»* youi Mr 
Sailip»^» and tei^uite to you all the kiod^ 
oe»3 of your instructions to your powpit^ 
pil^ atid your friendship to, him that is 
gon^^l hope I aball often hear froni you*" 
She slid into his hand a paper coQtaiuiag 
some fMeces of gold^ and rose» as if to leave 
the room. 

Dominie Sampson also rose ; b^ it was 
to stand aghaist with uttef astonishment. 
The idea of partijag from Miss Lucy, go 
where she might, had never once dccorred 
to tbe< simplicity of bis understanding. — 
He laid the money on the table. ^ It is 
certainly inadequate,'' said MaCfMorlan^ 
mistaking his meaning, '^ but the circum* 
stances'' 

Mr Sampson waved his hand impatient* 
Iy~^ It is not the lucre^t is not the lu« 

ccr-'but that I, that ti«ve «at «f Iter &*> 
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therms loafj and drunk of his cup, for twen* 
iy years and more---to think that I am go- 
ing to leave her-^and to leave her in dis- 
tress and dolour — ^No, Miss Lucy, you 
need never think it ! You would not con- 
•sent to put forth your father's poor dog, 
and would you use me waur than a mes- 
san? No, Miss Lucy Bertram, while I 
live I will not separate from you. I'll be 
no burthen — I have thought how to pre- 
vent that. But, as Ruth said unto Nao- 
m\, ' Intreat me not to leave thee, nor to 
depart from thee ; for whither thou goest 
I will go, and where thou dwellest I will 
dweli ; thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God shall be my God* Wh^re thou 
diest will I die, and therms \^ill I be buried. 
The Lord do so to ine, and more also, if 
aught but death do part thee and me.*' 
• During this speech, the longest ever 
Dominie Sampson was known to utter, 

■ • * * . 

the affectionate creature's ^yes streamed 
with tearii> and neither Lucy nor Mac- 
MorlaA cottk} refrain froui symp^tliizing 
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with this unexpected burst 6f feeling and 
attachment. ^^Mr Sampson/' said Mae* 
Morlan, after having had recourse to his 
sQuff'bqx and handkerchief alternately, 
^^ jny house is large enough, and if you will 
aOcept of a. bed there, while Miss Bertram 
honours uswith her residence, I shall think 
myself very happy, ainl my roof much fa- 
voured by receiving a man of your worth 
and fidelity/ 

And then, with a delicacy which was 
meant to remove any objection on Miss 
fiertram'3 part to bringing with her this 
unexpected satellitey he added, ^^ My bu- 
siness requires my 'frequently having oq- 
casion for a better accountant than any of 
my present clerks, and I should be glad 
io have recourse to your assistance in that 
way now and then«" 

*f Of a surety^ of a surety," said Sathp- 
son eagerly, '^ I understand book-keeping 
by double entry and the Italian method/' 

Qur postillion had thrust himself into 
the room to announce bis chaise and 

VOL. u L 
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horses j be tarried, unobserved, during this 
extraordinary scene, and assured Mrs Mac- 
C^udlish it was the most moving thing he 
ever saw ; '^ the death of the grey mare, 
puir biezie, was naethtng tilVt/' This tri- 
fling oircumstanoe afterwards had conse* 
quencesofgreater moment to the Dominie. 
The visitors were hospitably welcomed 
by Mrs Mac-Morlan, to whom, as well as 
to others, her husband intimated that he 
had engaged Dominie Sampson s assistaiice 
to disentangle soixie perplexed accounts; 
during which ^occupation he would, for 
convenience sake, reside with the family. 
Mr Mac-Morlan's knowledge of the world 
rnduced him to put this colour upon the 
inattep,aware, that however honourable the 
fidelity of the Dominie's attachment might 
be, both to his own heart and id the fa** 
mily of EUangowan, his exterior ill xjuali* 
fied him to be a " squire of daines,'* and 
rendered l>ini, upon the whole, rather a 
ndiculous appendage to a beautiful young 
woman of seventeen. 
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Doqpi tiue Sam pson adiieved with great 
eeal such laska aa Mr i^ac^Morlan chose 
to entrust him with : but it was speedily 
cifaoervedi that^at a certain hour after hreak* 
faat, he regularly disappeared^ and retum- 
trd a£^n about dinner time, . Tht^ evening 
he.t>ccupied in the labour of the office. 
Upon Saturday he appeared before. Mac- 
Morian with ia look of great triumph^ 
and laid on the table two pieces of gold. 
^< What is this for, Dominie r" said Mao- 
Mwlao. 

; ^* First to indemnify you ,of your charges 
jd my behalf) worthy sir-— ^and the balance 
for the use of Miss lAiqy Bertr am." 
: '< BiJtt^ Mr Samp^on^ your labour in the 
office much. in<ire than recompenses me^fr 
I am your debtor, my good friend." \. 
/ " Then be it all/' said the Pomiaie» wa- 
ving his hand. *' for Hm I^uqy Bertram^s 
bfhoof*" . , 

** Well, but DQminle» this money*' 

** It is honestly come by, Mr Mac-Moi> 
Ian; it i^ the bQuntiful reward of a young 



jgeaUemBn to whom I am teacHing^ tlie 
tongues; ^reading with him three hours 
»datly." 

A few mare questions ei&tradted from the 
Domnibf that this liberal pupil^was youiig 
tiazlewoiddi and that he mdt hisprec^im 
daily at the house of Mrs Mac-Candlish, 
whose proclamation of Sampson's d^inte- 
jrested attachment to the young lady had 
procured him this indefatigable and boun* 
4eoHS scholar- 
Mac- Morlan was much struck with 
what he heard. Dominie Sampson was a 
very good scholar, and an excellent man, 
and the classics were unquestionably very 
well worth Heading; yet that a young man 
t>f twenty should ride seven miles and 
back again each day in the week, to hold 
this soft of tete-n-tete of three hours, was 
« seal for 'Hterature to which be was not 
prepared to give entire credit Little art 
was necessary to sift the Dominie, for the 
honest man's head never admitted any but 
the m.ost direct and simple ideas^ ^* Does 
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TSUis Bertram know how your time is en-* 
gaged, my good friend ?^ 

** Surely not as yet—Mr Charles recom^ 
mended it should be concealed from her^ 
lest she should scruple to accept of tbe^ 
small assistance arising from it ; but,'' he* 
added, ^' it would not be possible toodnceid) 
it long, since Mr Charles proposed taking, 
bis lessons occasionally in this house." i 

'' O, he does r said Mac-Morlan : " Yes,, 
]^es, I can understand that better.-^And 
pray, Mr Sampson, are these three hours^ 
entirely spent in construing and tranalap' 
ting?*' 

<< Doubtless,, no — we have also doUo** 
quial intercourse to sweeten study— ite^v^ 
semper arcum tendit ApoUo.^' 

The querist proceeded to elicit from 
this Galloway Phoebus, what their dis«> 
course chiefly turned upon. 

<< Upon our past meetings at Elian- 
gowan"-*«nd, truly, I think very often we 
discourse concerning Miss Lucy—for^Mr 
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Charles Hadewood, in that particular, 
resembleth me, Mr Mac-Morlanj When 
I'beg^n to speak of her I never know 
when to ^top—and, as I say, ( jocnlarly) 
shii cheats us out of half our lessons/' 

f« O ho i'* thought Mac-Morlan, " sits 
tiie wind in that quarter P IVe heard some- 
t^ing like this before/' 

He then began to consider what con- 
dttot: Was safest for his proteg6e^ and evin 
for himself ; for the beniof Mr ilazlewood 
was powerful, wealthy, ambitious, and 
vindictive, and looked for both fortune 
and title in any connection which his son 
might form. At length, having the high- 
est opinion of his guest's good sense and 
penetration, he determined to take an op« 
poftunity, when they should happen to 
be.alohet to communicate the matter to 
her as a simple piece of intellig^ice. He 
did so in as natural a manner as he could ; 
Wh I wish you joy of your friend Mr 
Sainpaob'-s gocid fortune. Miss Bertram; 
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l\e has got a pupil who pays Mm two 
guineas for. twelve lessons of Greek and 
Latin." 

" Indeed !— I am equally happy and 
surprised— who can be so liberal h-^iB Co* 
lonel Mannering returned r" 

'^ No, no, not Colonel Mannerkig ; but 
what do you think of your acquaintance, 
Mr Charles Hazlewood P'—He talks of ta- 
king his lesi^ons here — I wish we may have 
accommodation for him.'' 

Lucy blushed deeply. " For Heaven'a 
sake, no, Mr Mac-Morlan — do not let that 
her— Charles Hazlewood has had enough of 
aiischief about that already." 

** About the classics, . my. dear young 
lady r — :most young gentlemen have so at 
one period or another, sure enough ;. but 
his present studies are voluntaryJ' 

Miss Bertram let the conversatiou>drop, 
and her host made no effort to renew it, 
as she seemed to pause upon the intelli- 
gence in order to form some internal re.* 
&olution«. 
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The next day she took an opportimity 
oi conversing with Mr Sampson. Ex* 
pressing in the kindest manner her grate* 
ful thanks for his disinterested attach- 
jyiP.nL and her joy that h« had got such 
a provisioni she hinted to him that his 
present mode of superintending Charles 
Hazlewood's studies must be inconvenient 
to his pupii^— that while that engagement 
lasted^ he had better consent to a tempo- 
rary separation; and reside either Mrith his< 
scholar, or as near him as might be« 
Sampson refused, as indeed she had ex« 
pectedi to listen a moment to thisipropcN 
sition — he would not quit her to be made 
preceptor to the Prince of Wales. ?* But 
I see/' he added, " you are too proud to 
share my pittance ; and, peradventure^ I 
grow wearisome unto you." 

** No indeed — you were my father's an- 
cient, almost his only friend — I am not 
proud— *God knows, I have no reason to 
be so~you shall do what you judge best 



GUY MAKHEBIKa SA9 

in other matters ; bat obfige me by telUng 
Mr Charles Hazlewood, thatyouhad some 
coHversation with me coDcerniDg his. rtu- 
diei9i and that I was of opinion, that bir 
carrying, them on in this house was ail* 
tpgether impracticable, and not to be 
thought of*"— 

Dominie Sampson left her presence al-- 
togjctheir crest-fallen, and, aa^ he shut the 
djoor, could not help muttering the " m« 
riwa et rmtdbikV of Virgil, Next day he 
appeared with a very rueful visage, and. 
tendered Miss Bertram a letter.—'* Mr 
Hazlewood," he said, " was to discontinue 
his. lessons^: though he had generously 
made up the pecuniary loss— But how will 
he make up the loss to himself of the 
knowledge he might have acquired tmder 
my instruction? Even in that one article 
of writing, he was an hour before he could 
write that brief note, and destroyed many 
scrolls, four quills, and sotjne good white 
paper— I would have taught him in three 
weeks a firm, current, clear, and legible 

jl2 
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hand — ^he should have been a calligrapher 
—but God's \rill be done.** 

The letter contained but a few lines^ 
deeply regretting and murmuring against 
Miss B<^rtram*s cruelty, who not only re* 
fused to see him, but to permit him in 
the most indirect manner to bear of her 
health and contribute to her service. But 
it concluded with assurances that her se- 
' verity was vain, and that nothing could 
shake the attachment of Charles Hazle- 
wood. 

Under the active patronage of Mts^ 
Mac*Candlish, Sampson picked up some 
other scholars-— very difl^rent indeed from 
Charles Hazlewood in rank — and whose 
Ussons were proportionaUy unproductive. 
Still| however, he gained soi^ething, and 
it was the glory of l;iis heart to carry it to 
Mr Mac-Morlan weekly, a slight pecutium 
only subtracted, to supply his snuiFbox 
and tobacco* pouch. 

And here we must leave Kippletringaa 
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to look after our hero, lest our readers^ 

should fear they have lost sight of hior 
for anothej quarter ef a. century. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Our Poll; 18 a sad bIq^ nor heeds what we have taught her ; 

I wonder any man alive will ever rear a daughter ; 

For when file's drest with care and oost, all teniptiqg fine anct 

As men should serve a cucumber, she fliiigs herself away* 

Beggar^t Opera,. 

After the death of Mr Bertram^ Man«^ 
nering had set out upon a short tour». 
proposing to return to the neighbourhood 
of EUangowan before the sale of that pro-^ 
perty should take place. He went, ac- 
condingly, to Edinburgh and elsewhere, 
and it was in his return towards the soudi* 
western district of Scotland, in which our 
scene lies, that, at a post-town about a 
hundred miles from Kippletringan, to 
which he had requested his friend, Mr 
Mervyn, to address his letters, he received 
one from that gentleman, which contained 
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yatiser uDpleasing iiitelligeDce« W/e have 
aMuiqed already the fHrivilege of acting a. 
sccreHs to this geatlemao, and therefore 
j^sall present tfa^ reader with an esttrafi^ 
from this letten ^ 

<^ I beg youf pavdon, my dearest friend». 
for the pain. I have given ypu» in forcing 
jou to open* wounds so festering u those 
ymit letter referred' to. I have always 
heard, though erroneously perhaps, that 
the attentions of Mr Brown were intend** 
ed for Miss Mannering. But, however 
that W€K, it could 90t be supposed that 
la your n^tuationr hia boldness should es« 
cape aotice and chastisement. Wi^ men 
say^ tiliat we resign to civil society our 
natural rights of self-defence, only on 
condition that the ordinances of law 
should protect us. Where the price can- 
not bei paid^ tHe resignation takes no 
place. ^ £ar instance, ^ no one supposes, 
that I wt i^t entitled to defend my purse 
asi4 person against a highw^}Pka% a^ 
iQU^li: SIS if I w^>e a; wild Indian, who 
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owns neither tavr xtot magistracy* Hie 
question of resistance, bt submisston, must 
be determined by my means and situation* 
But if, armed and equal ih force, I subm^it 
to injustice and violence from any roan^ 
lifgh or lovT) I presume it wilt hardly be 
attributed to religious or moral feeling m 
mci or in any one but a quaker. An ag^ 
gression on my honour seem» to me much 
the same. The insult, however trifling in 
itself, is one of much deeper consequence 
toall viewsbf life than any wrong which can 
be inflicted by a depredator on the high^ 
way, and redress is much less in th^ power 
of public jurisprudence, or rather it is en- 
tirely beyond its reach. If any man chuses^ 
to rob Arthur Mervyn of the contents of 
his purse, if he has not means of defenee, 
or the skill and* courage to use . theuh 
the assizes at Lancaster or Carlisle Will do^ 
bim justice 4>y tacking up the robber ::*- 
Yet who will say I am bound to tiiFait f^ 
this jjMtiee, and subtyiit to being plundered- 
in the first insfeanee, if i hA ve ftiy^lf the « 
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mean^ a^d spirit to protect my own pro* 
perty ? But if an aiFront is offered tb mt^ 
submission to which is to tarnish my cha^ 
racter for ever with n^n of honour, and 
for which the twelve judges of England^ 
with the chancellor to boot, can afford me 
no: redress/ by what rule of law or reason 
am I to be deterred from protecting what 
ought to be, and is, so infinitely dearer to 
every man of honour than his whole for* 
tune ? Of the religidus views of the mat* 
ter I shall say nothing, until 1 find a re« 
rerend divine who shall condemn self-de* 
ience in the arttde of life and property. 
If its propriety in that case be generally 
admitted, I suppose little distinction can 
be drawn between defence of person and 
goods, and defence of reputation. That 
the latter is liable to be* assailed by per* 
sons of a different rank in life, untainted 
perhaps in morals, and fair in character, 
cannot affect my legal right of sel&de» 
fence. . I may be sorry that circumstances 
have engaged me in personal .strife witli * 
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ax^ an individual ; but I should feel the 
^me sorrow for a. generous eneaiy who 
£b41 under n)y swprd in a. national quarreK 
I; shall Leave the questiorn with, the ca^u- 
ifts, however^.only observingi thatwhat 
I; have written will not avail either the 
I^rofesaed duellist^ or he who is the ag« 
gressor in a^ dispute of honour* I cmly 
presume to exculpate him who is dragged; 
into the field ihy^ such an offence, as^ sub* 
mitted to in patience, would forfeit for 
ever his rank, and estimation in society. 
. ** I am sorry, you have thoughts of set*^ 
tling in ScDtlandy and yet ;gla4 that yQu> 
will stiU be at no immeasurable diatapce^. 
and that the latitude, is aU in our favour, 
Xo move to Westmoreland from Devon- 
shire,mig^t make an East Indian shudder;, 
but to coQie to us from Galloway or Dum- 
ffiesr^hiret is a step^ thoqgh 4. short one^. 
njeiaref the sun. Besides,. if, a^ I suspect,, 
the estate in. view he connected with the 
o)d haunted castle in which you pl.ay;?d 
the astrologer iu your northern tour some 



four or five-and-twenty years since, I have 
heard you too often describe the scene vitfa 
comic unction^ to hope you will be deterred 
from making the purchase. I tru^t, how-p 
ever, the hospitable gossiping Li^rd haa 
not run himself upon the shallows, and^ 
thatbis chaplain, whom you so often made^ 
us laugh at, is still in rerum nafyirih 

^' And herei dear Mannering, I wish I 
could stop, for I have incredible: pain ia 
telling ' the rest of my story, although t 
am sure I can warrant you against any ia*^ 
tentional impropriety on the part of my 
temporary ward, Julia Mannering. D^t I 
must still earn my college nicknaipC'jOf 
Pownrigiit Dunstable. In one wor4 ^en^^ 
here is the matter^ ^ 

'^ Your daughter has. much of the ro* 
mantig turn of your disposition, with 4 
little of fba.t love of admiration which aU 
ff^tty womei^ share less or more. She will; 
besides, apparently, be your heiress; a 
trifling circumstance to those who' view; 
Julia with my eyes, but.a prevailing bait 



%6 the specious, artful, arid worthless* 
YoA know how I have jested with her 
about her soft melancholy, and lonely 
walks at Aidrning before any one is up, 
and HI the Inoon^light when all shoiild be 
gone to bed| or set down to cards^ which 
is the same thing. The incident which 
follows may no^t be beyond the bounds of 
a joke, but I had rather the jest eaine from 
you than me. • - -'^ 

"*' Two or three times during the last 
fortnight, I heard,, at a late hour in the 
night, or very early in the morning, a fla- 
geolet play the little Hindu tune to which 
your daughter is so partial. I thought for 
some time that some tuneful domestic, 
whose taste for music was laid under oon» 
strain t during the day, ehbse that silent 
hour to imitate the strains which be had 
caught up by the eartJuriiig his attend^ 
ance in the drawing- room. But last t>igbt 
I sat late in my study, which is immediate- 
ly uifder Miss Maanering's apartment, and 
to my surprisei^ I not only heard the flagee^ 



J 



Otry MANtfEEI!tG>. 859" 

let distinctly^ but satisfied myself that it' 
oftme from the lake tinder the window. 
Carious to know who serena^ded us at that' 
unusual hour^ I stole softly to the window ^ 
of my apartments But there were other 
watchers than I. You may remember^ 
Miss Mannering preferred that apartment 
on account of a balcony which oj^ened 
from ber window upon the lake. Well, 
sir, i heard the sash of her window thrown^ 
upi the shutt^s opened, and her own- 
voice in conversation with some person 
who answered from below. Thi« is not 
'Much ado about nothing;* I could hot 
be mistaken in her voice, and such tones^ ' 
so soft, so insinuatfng— 'Andj to say the 
truth, the accents from below were in pas- 
sion's tenderest cadence too— But of the 
sense I can say nothing. I raised the sash . 
of my own window that I might heai! 
something more than the mere murmur of 
this Spani&h rendezvous, but, though I 
uied every precaution, the noise alarmed 
the speakers; down slid the young lady's 
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casement, aad the shutters were barred itk 
an instant The dash of a pair of oars in 
the wateri announced the retreat of the 
iqale person of the dialogue.. Indeed, I 
saw his boat, which he sculled with great 
swiftness and dexterity, fly across the lake^ 
like a twelve-oared barge. Next morn- 
ing I examined some of my domestics^ as^ 
if by accident, and I found the game- 
keeper, when making his rounds, had 
twice seen that boat beneath the house^. 
with, a single person, and had heard the^ 
flageolet. I did not care to press any far-^ 
ther questions, fop fear of implicating 
J*ulia in the opinions of those at whom 
they might be asked* Next morning at 
breakfast^ I dropped a. casual hint about 
the serenade of the evening, before, and I 
promise you. Miss Mannering looked red 
and pale alternately. I immediately gave 
the circumstance such a turn as might 
lead her to suppose that my observation 
was merely casual. I have since caused, 
a watch-light to be burnt in my library, 
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wid have left the shutters openi to deter 
4he approach of our nocturnal guest ; and 
I have stated the severity of approaching 
winter, and the rawness of the fbgs, as an 
t>bjection to solitary walks. Miss Manner^ 
ing acquiesced with a pasinveness wfaick 
is no part of her character, and wfaicb/.to 
tell you the plain truthi is a featare about 
the business which I like least of alU Ju- 
iia has too much of her own dear papa's 
^disposition to be curbed in any of herlm^ 
mouH, were, there not some \\ti\e kiikhig 
tronsciousneks that it may be asr prudent 
to avoid debate/ 

** Now my story is told, and yott Will 
judge what you ought to do. I have not 
mentioned the maM^er to my good woman> 
who, a faithful secretary to her sex% foi* 
bles, would certamly remonstrate* against 
your being made acquainted with these 
particulars, and might, instead, take it inr 
to her bead to exeifcise her own eloquence 
on Miss Mannering; a faculty, whicb^ 
however powerful when directed against 
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m^ its Jegttimate object^ might, I fear, do 
more harm than good in the caae supposed. 
Perhaps even you yourself will find it most 
prudent to act without remonstrating, or 
appearing to be aware of this little anec- 
jdote^ Julia is veiy like a certain friend 
of mine ; she has a quick and lively ima- 
ginatimi'i and keen feelings, which are apt 
to exaggerate both the good and evil they 
find in life. She is a charming girl, how- 
ever, as generous and spirited as she is 
lovely. I paid her the kiss you sent her 
witb all my heart, and she rapped my fin- 
gers for my reward with, all hers. Pray 
return as soon as you can. Meantime rely 
upon the care of yours faithfully, 

Arthur HemyyvJ* 
'^ P. S. You will naturally wish to know 
if I have the least guess concerning the 
person of the serenades In truth, i liave 
none. There is no young gentleman of 
these partSy who might be in rauk or for- 
tune a match for Miss Julia, that I think 
at all likely to play such a character. But 
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dn the other side of the lake^ nearly oppoi 
site to Mervya-hall, is a d— ^ cake^house^ 
tb^ resdrt of walking gentlemen of alt 
descriptions, poets, players^ painters, mu«t 
sictans, who come to rave, and recite, and 
madden, about this, pictur^que land of 
ours. It is paying some penalty for ita 
beauties, that they are the means of draw- 
ing this swarm of coxcombs together* 
But were Julia my daughter, it is one of 
those sort of fellows that I should fear on 
her account. She is generous and roman*- 
tic, and writes six sheets a^week to a fe- 
male correspondent; and it's a sad thing 
to lack a subject in such a case, either for 
exercise of the feelings or of the pen. 
Adieu once more. Were I to treat this 
natter more seriously than I have*done, I 
should do injustice to your feelings ; were 
I altogether to overlook it^ I should dis- 
credit my own.*' 

The consequence of this letter was, that, 
having first dispatched the faithless mes- 
senger with the necessary powers to Mr 
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Mac-Morian for purchasing* the estate of 
Ellangovast C^nel: MatraeriRg turned 
bis horse's head in a more southerly direc- 
tion, and neither ^ stinted nor staid" until 
he ar/ived at the niansion of his firiend Mr 
Meivyd, upon the banks of one of the 
lakes of W«stn)oi«laiid» 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

** Heayen first, in its mercy, taught mortak their letters 
For ladies in limbo, and lovers in fetters, 
Or some author, who, placing his persons before ye, 
Ungallantly leaves them to write their own story,*' 

When Mannering returned to England, 
his first object bad been to place his daugh- 
ter in a seminary for female education, of 
established character. Not, however, find- 
ing her progress in the accomplishments 
which he wished her to acquire so rapid as 
his impatience expected, he had withdrawn 
Miss Mannering from the school at the 
end of the first quarter. So she had only 
time to form an eternal friendship with 
M}^ Matilda Marchmont, a young lady 
about her own age, which was nearly 
eighteen. To her faithful eye were ad< 
dressed those formidable quires which is- 
sued forth from Mervyn Hall, on the wings 

vou r. M 
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of the post, while Miss Mannerittg was a 
guest there. The perusal of a few extracts 
from these may be necessary to render our 
story intelligible. 



First Extract. 

** Alas I my dearest Matilda, what a tale 
is mine to tell ! Misfortune froih tlie cra- 
dle has set her seal upon your unhappy 
friend* That we should be seveied for so 
slight a cause— an ungrammatioal phrase 
in my Italian exercise^ and three fai» 
notes in one of Paesiello's sonatas 1 But it 
is a part of my fathers character, of whom 
it is impossible to say, whether I love, 
admire, or fear him the most Hts sue- 
cess in life and in war-^his habit of wm^ 
king every obstacle yield before the ener- 
gy of his exertions, even where they sciena- 
ed insurmountable,— -all these have given 
a hasty and peremptory cast to his cha- 
racter, which can neither endure contra* 
diction, nor make allowanoe for defici- 
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encies. Then he is hiiMetf so very ftcMm^ 
pHshed. Do ydu knovr there was-' i ttur* 
miir, half confirmed too by some mysterU 
ous words which dropped from my poor 
mother, that he possesses other sciences, 
now lost to the worlds which enable the 
possessor to summon up before him the 
dark and shadowy forms of future events ! 
Does not the very idea of such a power, or 
even of the high talent and commands 
ing intellect which the world may mistake 
for it,--does it not^ dear Matilda, throw a 
myfiterious grandeur about its possessor ? 
You will call this romantic: but cottsi« 
der I was born in the land of talisman and 
spell, and my childhood lalled by' tales 
which you can only enjoy tiirougk the 
gauzy^ frippery of a French translation. O 
Matilda, I wish you could have seen the 
dusky* visages of my Ihdiaa attendants, 
bending in earnest devotion round the 
magic nairative, that flowed, half poetry, 
half prose, from the lips of the tale*tellen 
No wonder that European fiction sounds 
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cold and meagre^ aftet the wonderfol ^fj 
fects which I have seen the romances of 
the East produce upon the hearers*" 



Secovd Extract. 



<t 



You are possessed, my dear MatUda^ 
of my bosom* secret, iii those sentiments 
with which I regard Brown. I will not 
say his memory. I am' convinced he lives, 
and is faithful. His addresses to me were 
countenanced by my deceased parent ; im- 
prudently countenanced perhaps, consider- 
ing the prejudices of my father, in favour 
of birth and rahkLc.But I, then almobft a 
girl, could not fare expected^ surely to be 
wiser than her under whose charge na« 
ture had placed me.. My father, constant- 
ly engaged in military duty, I saw but at 
rare intervals, and was taught to look up 
to him with more. awe than confidence. 
Would to Heaven it had been otherwise ! 



It niight have been better f(»r us all at this 



Third Extract. 

^* You ask me why I do not make known 
to my &^ther that Brown yet Uvea, at least 
that he survived the wound ha received in 
that, unhappy duel i and had written to my 
mother, expressing his entire convales- 
cence, and his hop/e of speedily escaping 
from captivity. A soldier, that '^in the 
trade of war has oft slain men/l fbels pro- 
bably no uneasiness .at r^flectingiUpon the 
supposed catastrophe, tvhich almost turn- 
ed me into st0(ne« And should I shew. him 
that letter, does it not follow, that Brown, 
alive and maintaining with pertinacity the 
pretensions for which my father formerly 
sought his life, would be a more formidable 
disturber of bis peace of mind than in his 
supposed grave ? If he escapes from the 
hands of these marauders, I am convinced 



he will sooD be in England, and it will be^ 
then time to consider how his existence 
is to be disclosed to my father — But if, 
alas 1 my earnest and conifident hope should 
betray me, what would it avail to tear open 
a mystery fraught with so many painful 
recollections ?***My deaf mathtfr had such 
di-ead of it» b^inekftowti/that Itbink fbe 
even suffered my father to suspect that 
Brown's attentions werfe directed towards 
hersdfi rather tlian permife^im to diacoyer 
the real object ; and O, Matildai whatever 
respect I owe to the memory of a deceased 
parent^ let me do justice to a living one. 
I cannot but condemn the dubious policy 
which she adopted, as unjust to my ft* 
ther, and highly perilous to herself and 
m€'.-^But peace be with her ashes ! her 
actions were guided by the heart rather 
than the head ; and shall her daughter, who 
inherits all her weakness, be the first to 
withdraw the veil from her defects r*" 
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FoUaTH EXTAACT, 

«< M«rvyn.KalL 

^' If India be the land of magic, this> my 
dearest Matilda, is the country of romance* 
The scenery is such as nature brings toge- 
ther in her sublimest moods ;-*-sounding 
cataractar— hills which rear their scathed 
head» to the sky— lakes^ that, winding up 
the shadowy valleys, lead at every turn to 
yet more romantic recesses— -rocks which 
catch the clouds of heaven* All the wild- 
uns of Salvator here, and there the fairy 
scenea pf Claude. I am happy too, in find- 
ing at least one object upon which my 
father can share my enthusiasm. An^d- 
mirer of nature, both as an artist and a 
poet, I have e?cperienced the utmost plea* 
sure from the observations by which he ex- 
plains the character and the effect of these 
brilliant specimens of her power. I wish 
he woulfl settle in this enchanting land* 
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But his views lie still farther north, and he 
is at present absent on a tour in Scotlandi 
looking, I believe, for some purchase of 
land which may suit him as a residence. 
He is partial, from early recollections, to 
that country. So, my dearest Matilda, I 
must be yet farther removed from you be- 
fore I be established in a home — And O 
how delighted shall I be when I dm say, 
come, Matilda, and be the guest of your 
faithful Julia ! 

** I am at present the inmate of Mr zoA 
Mrs Mervyn, old friends of Biy firiAw* 
The latter is precisely a good sort of wo- 
man ; — ladylike and housewifely, but, for 
accomplishment or fancy— good lack, my 
dearest Matilda, your friend might as 
well seek sympathy from Mrs Teach'em^^ 
— you see I have not forgot school 
nicknames. Mervyn is a different-— quite 
a different being from my father, yet he 
amuses me and endures me. He is fat 
and good-hnmoured, gifted with strong 
shrewd sense, and some powers of humour. 



GUT MAKNERIKO. 879 

I delight to make him scramble to the 
tops of eminences and to the foot of water- 
falls, anB am obliged in return to admire 
his turnips, his lucerne, and his timothy 
grass. He thinks me, I fancy, a simple 
romantic Miss, with some— (the word will 
ht out) beauty, and some good nature ; 
and I hold that the gentleman has good 
taste ibr the female outside, and do not 
expect he should comprehend my senti- 
ments farther. So he rallies, hands, and 
Jlobbles, (for the dear creature has got the 
gout too,) and tells old stories of high life, 
of which he has seen a great deal, and I 
listen, and smile, and look as pretty and 
as pleasant as I can, and we do. very well. 
'^- *' But, alas ! my dearest Matilda, how 
would time pass^ away, even in this para- 
^dise of romance, tenanted as it is by a pair 
assor4ingv. so ill with: the ' seenes around 
them» were it not for your fidelity in re- 
plying to my uninteresting details? Pray 
do not fail to write three times a- week a.t 
leas.tr^yaa can.be at no loas.what to say/' 

M,« 
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Fifth ExTEAdf . 

** How shall I communicate wbat I have 
now to tell t*— My band and heart atill ftiit- 
ter 80 much, that the task of writing is al* 
most impossible.^ — Did I not ssqt that he 
lived ? did I not say I v^uld ndt despair ? 
How could you suggest^ my dear Matilda, 
that my feelings, considering I had part* 
ed from him so young, rather aA>se from 
the warmth of my imagination than of 
my heart ?— O I was sure that they were 
genuine^ deceitful as the dictates tif our 
bosom so frequently are-^But to my tale 
-*kt it be, my friendi the most safired* as 
it is the most sincere pledge of our friend^ 
ship. 

^' Our hours here are early— -earlier ttam 
my hearty with its load of care^ can com* 
pose itself to rest, I, therefore^ usually 
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take a book for an hour or two* after re- 
ttriof to my own room^ which I think I 
have told you opens to a small balcony^ 
looking down upon that beautiful lak^ of 
which I attempted to give you a slight 
-sketch. Mervyn Hall, being partly an an- 
cient building, and constructed with a 
view to defence, is situated on the verge 
^ the lake. A stone dropped from the 
projecting balcony plunges into water 
4eep enough to float a skiff. I had left 
my window partly unbarred, that, before 
I went to bed> I might, according t<ymy 
enstom, look out and see the moonlight ^ 
shining upon the lake. I was deeply ei)r 
gaged with that , beautiful scene in the 
merchant of Venice^ where. two lovers^ 
describii^ tlie stillness of a summer nighty 
tfihance upfin each other its charms, and 
was lost in the associations of story and of 
&eiing whidi it awakens, when I heard 
lipoa tl» lake the sound of a flageolet, I 
have toid you it was Bjown!s favpuritjs in- 
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strument. Who could touch it in a night 
which^ though still and serenci was too cold, 
and too late in the year, to invite forth any, 
wanderer for mere pleasure ? I drew yet 
nearer the Window, and hearkened with 
breathless attention — the sounds paused a 
space, were then resumed— -paused again 
— and again reached my ear, ever coming 
nearer and nearer. At length, I distill 
guished plainly that little Hindu air which 
you called my favourite^^I- have told yoit 
by whom it was taught me— the instru- 
ment, the tones were his own ! — ^was it 
earthly music, or notes passing on the 
wind to warn me of his death ? 

It was some time eire I could sumnum 
courage to step on the balcony— nothing 
could have emboldened me to do so but the 
strong conviction of my mind, that he was 
still alive, and that we should again meet 
—but that conviction did embolden me, 
and I ventured, though with a throbbuig 
heart. There was a small skiff with a sio* 
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gle person-r^O MatUda, it was hiiAielf 1^1 
knew his appearance after so long an ab- 
senoe, and through the shadow of the 
night, as perfectly as if we had parted 
yesterday, and met again in the broad 
sun-shine \ He guided his boat under the 
balcony, and spoke to me ; I hardly know 
Mrhat he said, or what I replied. Indeed 
I could scarcely speak for weeping, but 
they were joyful tears. We were disturb- 
ed by the barking of a dog at some dis- 
tance^ and parted, but not before he had 
conjured me to prepare to meet him at the 
same place and hour this evening. 

But where and to what is all this tending? 
-«Can I answer this question ? I cannot. 
—Heaven, that saved him from death and 
delivered him from captivity ; that saved 
my father, too, from shedding the blood 
of one who would not have blemished 
one hair upon his head, that heaven must 
guide me out of this labyrinth. Enough 
for me the firm resolution, that Matilda 
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shall fliot blush for her friend^ my father 
for his daughter, nor my lover for her om 
vhom he has fixed his affection,'^ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Talk Vnth a H»n out of a window f— a proper sayiog. 

Muck ad» dkout Hk^hii^. 

• 

W£ must proceed with our extracts of 
Misa ManaeriDg's letters, which throw 
light upoi^ natural good sense, principle 
and feelingSi blemished by an imperfect 
education^ and the folly of a misjudging 
another, who called her husband in her 
Jbeart a tyrant until she feared him as 
such, and read romances until she be- 
came so enamoured of the complicated 
intrigues which they contain, as to as- 
same th^ management of a little familjr 
novel of her own» and constitute her 
daoghtery a girl of sixteen, the principal 
heroine^ She delighted in a petty mystery, 
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and intrigue, and secrets, and yet trem- 
bled at the indignation which these pal- 
try manoeuvres excited in her husband's 
mind* Thus she frequently entered upon 
a scheme merely for pleasure, or perhaps 
for the love of contradictiaoi plunged 
deeper into it than she was aware, endea- 
voured to extricate herself by new arts, 
or, to cover her error by dissimulation, 
became involved in meshes of her own 
weaving, and was forced to carry on, for 
fear of discovery, machinations which she 
had at first resorted to in mere wanton* 
ness. 

• Fortunately the young man whom she 
Sib im prudently introducfedinttf her inti* 
Inate society, and encouraged to look up 
to her daughter) had a fund of principle 
and honest pride, which rendered him a 
safer inmate than Mrs Mann^ring ought 
io have dared to hope or expect The 
obscurity of his birth could alone be ob- 
jected to him J in every other respect,- 
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Wkh prpspecto bright upon the world he camei 
Pore love of virtue, strong desire of fame; 
Men watched the way his lofly mind .would Ulstf 
And all foretold the progress he would make. 

But it could not be expected that he 
should resist the snare which Mrs Manner- 
ing's imprudence threw in his* way, or 
avoid becoming attached to a young lady, 
-whose beauty and manners might have 
justified his passion, even in scenes where 
these are more generally met with, thaa 
in a rebiote fortress in our Indian settle- 
nients. The scenes which followed have 
beeii partly detailed in Mannering*s let« 
ter to Mr Mervyn ; and to expand what 
is there stated into farther explanatioii 
would be to abuse the patienice of our 
readers. 

We shall therefore proceed with our 
promised extracts from Miss Mannering's 
letters to her friend. 
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SrxTH Extract* 



'' I have seen him again, Matilda^-^-seen 
him twice. I have used every argument to 
convince him that this secret intercourse 
is dangeroQS to us both*^I even pressed 
irim to pursue his views of fortuiie witii* 
out farther regard to me, and to conttder 
my peace of mind as sufficiently secured 
by the knowledge that he had not fallen 
«nder my father's sword. He answers'-^ 
but how can I detail all he has to answer ? 
be claims those hopes as l^is due which 
my mother permitted him to entertain^ 
and would persuade me to the madness 
of a union without my father's sanction* 
fiat to this, Matilda, I will not be perauar 
ded. I have resisted ; I have subdued the 
rebellious feeling which arose to aid his 
plea ; yet how to extricate myself from 
this unhappy labyrinth, in which fate and 
folly have entangled us I 
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'^ % have thought; iipon it, Mat^da, till 
my head 19 almost giddy — ^nor can I cool* 
ceive a better plan than to make a full 
confession to my father. He deserves it, 
for his kindness is unceasing; and I think 
I have observed in his chafacter, since I 
have studied it more nearly, that his harsh- 
er feelings are chiefly excited where he 
Mapaobi dee«it at imjiositioii ; ai^d ift tb^t 
respect, peilis^,^ his cha»H^ter w:4$ ibiw? 
tt\y miiundierstood by one who was <kaf 
to him. He hat, too, a tinge of ropaniC^ 
in his disposition ; and I baye seed the 
mmtive of a generous aatiooi a tr)it fff 
betoism, or vartuouft self-denial, estoaci 
teart from him, whkh refi»Bd to flow at % 
tale of mere dtstre&s» But then, Brown 
urges, that be b personally hostile to him 
*-^And the obscurity of Im .birth*-tbat 
wo^ld be indeed a 8tumbling*block.«^Q 
Matilda, I^ hope none of your ancestors 
ever fought at Poictiers or Agincourt 1 If 
it were not for the esteem which my fa* 
ther attaches to the memory of old Sir 
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Miles ManneriDgi I should make out my 
explanation with half the tremor which ^ 
must now attend it," 



Seventh Extbact. 

^ <^ I have this instant received your let-^ 
ter-i--yottr most welcome letter !?*-Tbanks^' 
tny dearest friend, for your sympathy and 
ifour counsels — I Cj&n only repay them 
with unbounded confidence. . 

'* You ask me, what Brown is by oidgin^ 
IKlat his descent should be so unpleasing 
to my father. His story is^ shortly told.^ 
He is of Scottish extraction, but beisg 
left an orphan, his education was under- 
taken by a family of rdations settled in 
Holland. He was bred to commerce, and 
sent very early to one. of our settlements 
in the £ast, whese his guardian had a coa> 
respondent. — But this.correspiDndent was 
dead when he arrived in India, and :he had 
no other resource than to offer him^^elf as 
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a clerk to; a .coanting'house. The fareak'^ 

ing out of the war, and the straits to 

* 

which we were at first reduced, threw the 

army open to all young men who were 

disposed to embrace that mode of life; 

and Brown, whose genius had a strong 

miUtai^ tfendency^ was the fipst to leave 

what might havebeen the road to wealth, 

and to chose that of fame. The rest of 

his hiQtory is weU known to yoi^; tmfr 

conceive the irritation of my f either^ i^srlia 

despises cooimfrce,, (though, by the )vay, 

the best part of his property was made in 

that lionourable profession by my greats 

uBole,) and has a particular andpatby ta 

the Dutdk ; thitfk wiith what ear h$ woijild 

be^rkely to receive rproposals for hi$ only. 

child from Vanbeest: Bjeofrn^ediioated for 

charity , by the house of Vanbeest and- 

Va!«*biluggeii ! 0^ MaUld:^^ it will never. 

do--^Qiy,. so childish am I, I hardjy caa^ 

help, sympathising with his aristocratic 

feelings,--Mrsyaiibeeji!tBromi ! Tbename^ 



has Iktle to recMmiiend itr tab* trnte.- 
What children we ase I** - 
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^ It is all over vow, Matilda 1^1 s&all 
Bcver have courage to tell my fatfajM^^ 
nay, most deeply do I fear he has already 
learned my secret from another quarter, 
which will entirely remove the gmce of 
my communication, and ruia whatever 
gle^m of hope I had ventured to connect 
with it Yesternight, Brown oame as usu- 
al, and his flageolet on the lake anooun* 
ced his approach. We had agreed that he 
should contiiiue to use thb «gnaU These 
romatttic liakes attpact numerous visitors, 
who indulge their enthusiasfm in visiting 
the scenei'y at all hours ; and we hoped, 
tliatif Brown^were noticed from^helMHtsei 
he might pass for one of those admiosrs 
ofmture, who ga^e vent to ' Ins feelings 
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through the medium of music The Monds 
might also be my apology shcmld I beob« 
served in the balcony. But hat nigh^ 
whUe I was eagerly enforcing my pfan of 
a full confessioa to my father, which ht 
as earnestly deprecated, we heard the 
wmdow of Mr Merryn s library^ whioh iis 
under my room, open softly. I signed to 
Brown to make his retreat^ and immedi** 
ately re-entcred» with some fSaint hopes 
that ojur interview had not been observed* 
** But, alas ! Matilda, these hopes var 
nished the instant I beheld Mr Mswyn's 
countenance at breakfast the next mora* 
iag;» He looked so provokingly intelligent 
and confidential, that, had I dared, I oouU 
ba.V€ been mare angry than ever I was.kt 
my life ; but I must be on good beh&vioar, 
and my walka are now limited w&tlna 
his farm precincts^ where the good gen- 
tleman can amble along hy my side with** 
out inconvenience. I have, detected him 
once or twice attempting to soond my. 
thoughtSi ,and watch the eatipcMsioa of 
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my anmtenaiice. He has talked of the 
flageolet more than otiee ; aad has, at dif- 
ferent times, made eologium upon the 
watehfulness and ferocity of his dogs/ and 
tfae regularity with which the keeper makes 
\^ rounds with a loaded fowling-piece. 
He mentioned even men* traps and 8prii^« 
guns. I should be loth to affront my fa- 
therms old friend in bis own. famise, but I 
do long to show him that I am my father's 
daughter, a fact of which Mr Mervyn will 
certainly be convinced, if ever I trust 
my voice and temper with a reply to^hese 
indirect hints. Of one thing I am certain 
-^I am grateful to him on that account^ 
be has not told Mrs Mervyn. Lord help 
me, I should have had such lectures about 
the dangers of love and the night air on 
the lake, the risk arising from colds smd 
ftirtune*hunters, the comfort and conveni- 
ence of sack- whey and closed windows !— 
I cannot help triflings Matilda^ though my 
heart be nd enough^ What Brown will 
do I cannot guess« I jfiresum^ however, 
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tli^s iiwr of detection prevents htacemimiig 
hi9 nQQtdirnal vi^il. ;U$ lo^igM at aa km on^ 
the opiK>5i^9 aboi;^ of the lake, und^r tbo 
name, he tells ip^ of DawsoQ^-^be has a 
b»fl «hoic$ i^j»aWQS, that must be aUowefl# 
He h^ n^& If ft ^be army^ I believe* but 
be as^s nothing c^ his present viewst 

. '^ To com{>lete my anxiety, my fath» 
» returned ii^ddenlyi aad in high displea* 
sure^-OuvgdOLd jwAtess, as I learned from 
a liusttmg convef^ticm between her house- 
keeper and her, bad do expectation of see^ 
ing lu|n for a weeky but I rather suspect 
hifi arrixrai .was no susptise to his friend Mr 
Mervyn. His mai»)er to mis iPas singular- 
ly cold and constrained-^sufficiently so to 
have damped all tbe-courage with which 
I once resolved to throw myself on his 
g^aerosity* He l^ys the blame of his being 
disooiliposed ^nd out of humour to the loss 
of a purchase in the south-west (^ Scot- 
l»id, on which he had set his heatt ; but I 
do not suspect his equanimity of being so 
easily thrown oil; its balancct His first ex« 

VOL. I. K 
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<»ir8ioii was with Mr Mervyn's barge ^otms 
the lake, to the inn ^have mentioned. You 
nay imagine the «gony with which I wabt- 
ed his return — Had he recognized Brown, 
n^ho can guess the consequence ? He re- 
tttmed, however, apparently without ba- 
ying made any disco veiy* I understand, 
that, in consequence of his late disappoint^ 
menti he means now to hire a house in the 
Bcighbourhood of this same £tlangowan, of 
whrch I am doomed to hear so much^-^he 
seems to think it probal>le that the estete 
£or which he wishes may soon be again in 
the market. I will not send away this 
letter until HE hear more distinctly whiU; 
are his. intentions.'' 
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'*' I have now had an interview with fny 
father, as confidentiali an, I presume^ he 
means to allow me. He request^ me 
to-'day after breakfast, to walk with him 
into the library; my knees, Matilda, shook 
uQder me, and, it is no exaggeration to 
ji^y, I could 'scarce follow him into Xhfi 



room. 1 feared I knev^ not what-^From my. 
cbildhood I had seen all araund him trem^ 
biei at his frown. He motioned me to seat 
myself, and I never obeyed a command so 
readily^ for, in truth, I could hardly ^tand^ 
He himself continued to walk up and domn 
the room. You have seen my father, and 
noticed, I recollect, the remarkably, exf. 
pressi ve ^ cast of his features* His eyes; 
are rather naturally light in colour, jmit 
agitation or anger gives them a darker and 
more fiery glance; he has a custom. also 
of drawing in his lips, when much mo*: 
ved, which implies a combat between nar 
tive ardour of temper and the habitual 
power of self*command. This ,was the 
first time we had been alone since his re-. 
turn from Scotland, and, as he betrayi^di 
these tokens of agitation, I had little, doubt , 
that he was about to enter upon the «ub« 
ject I most dreaded. 

" To my unu^erable relief, I. found I 
was mistaken, and that whatever he knew 
of Mr Mervyn's suspicions or discoveries. 
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he did not intend to converse with me on 
the tdpic. Coward as I was, I was inex* 
ptcssiblj relievedi though if he had really 
investigated the reports which may have 
come to his ear, the teality could have 
beta inothiqg to what his suspicions might 
have conceived. But, though my spirits 
rose high at my unexpected escape, I had 
not courage myself to provoke the discus- 
sion, and remained silent to receive his 
commands* 

'Julia/ he said, ^ my agent writies me 
from Scotland, that he has been able to 
hire a house for me, decently furnished, 
afad with the necessary accommodation for 
my family-^it is within three miles of that 

I had designed to purchase. -• Then 'he 

made a pause, and seemed to expect an 
answer. 

' Whatever place of residence suits you, 
sir, must be perfectly agreeable to me.' 

* Umh !— I do not propn^e, however^ Ju- 
lia, that you shall reside quite alone in this 
house during (he winteir.' 
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^^ Mr and Mra M&tryu, thought I to 
xnjrself. ' Whatercr company is agreeable 
to you, sir/ 

' O, there is a little too much of this 
universal spirit of submission ; ab excellent 
disposition in action^ but your constantly 
jrepeating the jargon of it puts me in mind 
ef the etei'nal salams of onr black depend* 
amts in the East. In short, Julia, I know 
you have a relish for society, and Z mtend 
to invite a young person, the daughter of 
a deceased friend^ to spend a few ihontha 
with us/ J ; 

* Not a governess, for the love of Hea- 
ven, papa !' exdtfimtd poor i, my fears at 
tl^t moment totally getting the better of 
nay prudence* j .i ,, 

^ No, not a governess, Miss Manner- 
ing,' replied the Colonel, sometirhdt Sstern<« 
ly, * but a young lady from whose excel- 
lent example, bred as sh« has .been in the 
school of adversity, I trust you may learn 
the art to govern yourself.' 



20i GUY liANNERINO, 

''^To ausM^er this was' trettebing upon too 
dangerous groundi so there was a pause. 

'< Is the young, lady a Scotchwoman^ 
papa?' 

^ Yes,-^* dryly enough. 

' Has she much of the acceiit, sir?*' 

' Of. the devil!' answered my fathei 
hastily ; ' do you think I care about a's 
andoa's, arid I's and e^'s ?— I tell you^ Jutia^ 
I am serious in the matter. You* have a 
genius for friendshipi that iS| for running 
up intimacies \vihjch you call such-^was 
not this very harshly said> Matilda?)^ 
Now I wish td give you an opportimity 
at least to make one deserving friend^ 
and therefore I have resolved that this 
young lady shall be a member of my fa» 
mily foV some months, and I expect you 
will, pay to her that attention which is. 
due to misfortune and virtue/ 

* Certainly, sin-->Is my future friend red- 
haired?' 

'* He gave mq ouq of his stern glaace^j. 
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you' will say^ perhapSi I deserved it, but I 
thiok. the deiice prompts me wkb teasing 
questions on some occasions* 
. ' She is as superior to ydu^ my love, in 
personal appearance, as in prudence and 
affeetioa f M b<r ;:f rkndsi ' 

' Lord, papa, dc), you tbink that supe* 
liofity arecoitimendation ?— Well, sif, but 
I see you are going to take all tbis too se* 
dottsiy^ whatever the young lady may be^ 
I«n fture, beingireoommended by you, she 
ahaU have no redtson to o<Mnplain of my 
want of attention. — (After a pause)— Has 
she any attendant? because you know I 
nuat provide for her proper accommoda^ 
tion, ifit^be is without one/ 

* N — rio--no— not properly an attand^ 
ant— tiie chaplain who lived with her fa«- 
^er is a very good sort of man, and I be-. 
Tieve I shall make room for him in the 
house/ 

* Chaplain, papa ? Lord bless us !' . 

f YeS; Miss, chaplain ; is there anything. 
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very new in that w6rd ? had wa not a ehap* 
lain at the Residence, when we Were in 
India?' 

' Yet) pa)>a| but you were a command- 
ant then.' 

' So I will be now. Miss Manntriogy*^in 
my own family at least/ 

' Certainly, sir — bui wiH he read us the 
ehnrch of England sefvice ?*. • 

^' The aipparenft sninplicity with wbich I 
asked this qiie^MB g«ft the better ef. bis 
gravity; ^ €ome^ Juiia^' be said', '* you are 
a sad girl| but i galpf nothing by sooldiiig 
you. — ^Of these two strangers, the young 
lady is one whom you cannot fail> I thii^, 
to love— the person whom, for want of a 
better term, I called chaplaiit, is a very 
worthy and sbmewhat ridiculous person* 
age, who will never find oat you laugh at 
him, if you don't laugh very loud indeed*' 
* Dear papa, I am delighted with tliat 
part of his character.— -But pray, is the 
bouse ^€ are going to as pleasantly sitaa* 
ted as this ?' 
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' Not perhaps as much to your taste-^ 
there is no lake under the windows, and 
you will be under the necessity of having 
all your music within doors/ 

'* This last coup de main ended the keen 
encounter of our wits, for you may believe, 
Matilda, it quelled all my courage to re<- 

piy- 

'^ Yet my spirits, as perhaps will appear 
too manifest from this dialogue, have risen 
insensibly, and, as it were, in spite' of my- 
self. Brown alive, and free, and in £ng« 
land ! Embarrassment and anxiety I can 
and must endure. We leave this in two 
days for our new residence* I shall not 
fail to let you know what I think of these 
Scotch inmates, whom I have but too much 
reason to believe my father means to quar- 
ter in his house as a Drace of honourable 
spies ; a sort of Rosencrantz and Guilden-* 
stern, one in a cassock, the other in tartan 
petticoats.. What a contrast to the society 
I would willingly have secured to myself! 
I shall write instantly on my arriving at our 
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new place of abode, and acquaint my dear- 
est Matilda with the fattber fates of— hei 
Julia MannerlDgJ' 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Which sIofHng luHs aroimd endow, . 
Where many a beech and brown oak grows, . 
Beneath whose dark and branching bowers, , 
Its tides a far-famed rtver pours, ' 
By nature's beauties, taught to please^ , . ^ 
Swoet Tusculane -of rural ease l-!> . 

WiRtON. 



Wd(H>BOURN£^ the habitation which 
Maj^neringy by Mr .Mac-Morlan'a media* 
tioDy had hired* for a season^ was a large 
comfortable* mansion, snugly situated be- 
neath a hilL covered with wood^ which 
shrouded the house upon the north and 
east; the front looked upon a little lawn 
bordered by a grove of old trees; be- 
yond were some arable fieldsi extending 
down to the river; which was seen from 
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the windows of the house. A tolerable, ^ 
though old-fashioned garden, a well-stock- 
ed dove-coty and the possession of any 
quantity of ground which the convenience 
of the family might require,- rendered the 
place in every respect suitable, as the ad- 
vertisements have it, ** for the accommo- 
dation of a genteel family.** 

Here, then, Manneririg resolved, for 
some time at least, « to set up thestaiFof 
his rest Though an East- Indian^ l^e was^ 
not partial to an ostentatious display of 
wealth. Id fact,^ he was too proud a maa 
o be a vain one. He resolved, therefore, 
lo place liimself upon the Aioting of a 
country gentleman of ea^y fbrtUne, <Hth* 
out assuming, or pertr^tting his hausehold 
to assume, any of thtjSisie whic^b then tros 
considered ^s cheiracteHstic of a hab^ 
He had still his eye upou the purchase of 
Ellangowan, which Mac- Mor Ian conceived 
Mr Glossin would be com^Ued to part 
with, as sotoeof the creditors di^pCited hi^ 
title ta retain so large a )^Att of the puf* 



cliase'^aiotity la'his awn. ibands^ md bis 

power to piy k w^s miseh'qticstibiiied. tw 

tivat ease MacwMdrMd was asBHrdd inii 

w<]ruld reddtly gi ve up his bargain, if totiipt- 

ed with something above the price wbieb 

b0 ba«l itipQlatttl tK» pHjr^ It kntjr iMm 

aftflitlget thsi Muiiiev'mg wasi si^ Hittvh^ Ht^ 

t^i^hcid tx^ a ispot which he had seen only 

Mtio^, and that ibr ashort time, in earlj 

life. But the circnmstanees wbiob passed 

t^€^ hftd iaid Bi^DD^'faoM on biajmagina* 

t&^fi. There seemed^ to be a ikte wMcb^ 

conjoined the i^inarkable passages of fait 

own family history with those of the inha* 

bitaftts of £llangowan, and be felt a mys<» 

tet-iofis des^ne to oall the terrace- bis own^ 

from which he had read in the book o£ 

heaven a fortune strangely accomplish«- 

ed in th^ person of the infant heir of that 

family^ and corresponding iso closely witk 

onewy^b had been serikiogly fulfilled. ia 

Idi wli Bbsides^ wbe4i oncd this thongiit^ 

bad^^t possession of hia itaiagination; bd 

couldiiotx without great reluctance, bro(ld& 
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the idea of his plaa beibg defeated, .and bf 
a fellow like Glosnir. So pride came^ to- 
die atdof fimcyi and both cceoliined to for* 
tify hit resolution to buy^the estate if ,pos« 
sible. 

1 Let u8(do:Maimeriagjttiti£e* Adelire 
to serve the distressed had afaK> its share 
in determining him. He had considered 
the advantages whibh Julia might receive 
from the company of Lucy Bertram^ whose 
genuine prudence and' good sebte could 
90 surely be relied* upon»^ Thi^ idea hzA 
became much stronger since Mac-Morlan. 
had confided to him, under the solemn se^ 
of secrecyi the whole, of her conduct to- 
wards young Hazlewood^ To. propose to 
her to become an inmate in his family^ if 
distant from the scenes of youth, and the: 
few whom she called friends, . would bave^ 
been less delicate; but at Woodbourne she- 
might witboutdiiKcnlty.be induced to be* 
ofnue the visitor ^fa.season^ without being 
dq)i;essed into the situation of an humble 
companion* Lucy Bertrami with some he^^ 
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sitatiQiiraccepted.tiwi&vitatioQ to reside 

a few weeks with' Miss Mamieruig. She 

felt<too*weU| that, however the GofoneFs 

delicacy might disguise thoitruth, bb pria« 

cipal motive was a gemer ous desire to .a£* 

ford her his countenance and protection* 

Aboiit the same time she received a letter 

from Mrs Bertram, the relation to whom 

she had written^ as cold and comfortle^ 

as could well be imagined. It inclosed, 

indeed, a small sum of money, but strongly 

recommended economy, and that Miss 

Bertram should board herself in some quiet 

family, either at Kippletringan or in. the 

neighbourhood, assuring her, that though 

her own income was very .scanty, she 

would not, s^e her.kinswoman want. : Miss 

Bertmm shed some natural tears over this 

cold-hearted epistle ; for in her mothw^s 

time, this good lady had been a guest at 

Ellangowan for nearly three years, and it 

was only upon succeeding to a property 

^f about '400/. a-year that she had taken 

farewell of that hospitable mansion, which, 

12 
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othowttfe. Blight ha^ had the hotitiiilr of 
ibelterhrg her u&ttl the death of ite owa-» 
eh^ Lucy wa« stnnfgly lAcUtied to re- 
torn the paltry 4oaatiM» which, after some 
stru^ln trtth fttMice, p^d^ had extort* 
cd frt»ti th^ 1^ lidy.' ficit apoh tdnsU 
dntktxaa^ ^e eontetited hlsrself mth wri-* 
ting, that she accepted it as a loati, w^hrch 
she hoped in a short titne to repay, and 
co&sulted her relative upon the invitation 
she had received from Colonel and Miss 
Aiannering. Thid time the answer came 
in course of post, so fearful was Mrs 
fiirtmm, that sotne frivoloifd delicacy or 
sonaense^ as she terifnfed it^ might induce 
het cousin to rgect luch a promisihgrbflR^r, 
andthei^yatihesaine time to l^aveherMtf 
sttU a burthen upbn her feiiations. Lucy,^ 
therefore, had no alternative^ unless she 
preferred continuing a burthen upon the 
ivbrthy Mao-MorlanS) whb wene too liberal 
to hi; rich* Those trht^ had fbrnierly re- 
quested the favbur of her coUipltny, either 
allentlyi or with exprestS ions of reseat;^ 
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ment tih^t she thbitld bmre preferred Mao* 
Morlan's invitation to their^, had. gradual* 
Jy: withdrawn their notice. 

The fate of Domime Sampson wotdd 
liftTe.heea depbmble had \k depended op* 
eh a^y tMEie exis^pt Mahneriftg,^ whb w&d 
s|n adinirer' of origniality* Mac»Morianr 
ktii^ gifeat a fiill aocoimt of his proceed*^ 
isgs tqiirafiib . the dau^ter of his patf on.; 
Thfe iaaawer uras a request fxom. Manner^ 
iug.to ktaofir/ wheithel: liieiDonMiie srtiii 
pOsBseairtd thitwrinifaiiteThriate of taciiuiv 
nit J by which he wm so notably distia^ 
gnishcd at EHangowan. Mae«Mdrkay iie^ 
plied, in the afiiismata ve« ** I^t Mr &smf^ 
siao. kao^/' ;said ^ Gotond V nekt lettei^' 
^^iddtt I shaU Want hvsi amstsnc^^ tocata^ 
logae and put iti order tlie library of? niiy 
ualdey the b]s6o[), ivhicb I have ordered 
to be sent jdourn by iea« I sMi atstf 
wuQl; hi^vito'ic^y and arrange iftoine pa« 
peri Fix his salary at' what you ^ink 
befittiiig. Let the poor lanan be pro|>erlj^ 
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dressed, and accoiiipaiiy>bis joung^ lady to 
Woodbouroe.? 

Honest Mac-Morlan received tbia vmxh 
date witb great joy» but; pondered much 
lipon exeeatmg tkat part c^ it which, te^ 
lated to ne wly^atticuig .the wor Ay Drnnn 
nie. He looked at hsoi' with a si^atiiuaii^^ 
eye, and it was bii;t too plaki that his pre^ 
sent garments - were daily^ waaing omie 
deplorable^ To : giy e iiim moncgry and i>id 
hSffl;g0 ajui furnbh Inmself, wouMbeoniy^ 
giving Um' tfaemeaaia of makmg iuaadi^ 
ridiculoas ; • for when -such . a^ > rare e ven{> 
arrived to Mr Sampsons us the |>wrdxase of 
new garments, the additions winch .he^ 
made.toius wardrobe, by the guidaneeof 
his own taslie, usually brought ail the boys 
of the TiUage after him £>r many** days. 
On the other hand, to bring a tailor to 
measure him, and ^end hoobe hia<:lothe6,' 
a$ for a scboolrboy^ , would |>robafcly give 
great offence. At length he reaolved to 
«9ii)»uU Miss Bertram, and request hec ia^ 



terference; She assured him, tbat tbougli 
dhe could Ht>t pretend to . superintend a 
gpentletnati's' wardrobe, nothing^ wAs more 
easy than to arrange the Dtominic^s — 

"^ At Ellaitgowan,'* she said^ **^^ whenever 
my poor. father thought any pari of the 
Dominie's dress wanted renewal, a servant 
wals directed to enter his room by ni^ht^ 
Sow he is^Ieepsas fas^t as a dor^mouse; carry 
off the old vestment, and leave the netv 
one ; nor could he ever obisef ve: ^at tha 
Pomioie exhibited the leastconsckmsneM 
of the change put upon htm*'* , ^ r 

Mac-Morlan, tl|erefore> procnrc^-a sl^iU 
ful artist, who, on looking a^ the Ddn»inie 
attentively, undertook to make for him 
two suits of clothes^ one blacky and otte 
raven-grey,, and that they sliould fit him 
as well at least, (sq the tailor qualified hif 
enterprise,) as a man of such an out-of*ther 
way build could be fitted by merely hu*« 
man needles and shears. When he had 
accomplished his task, and the dresses 
were brought home, Mac-Morlan, ji^dioi-r 
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busly resolving ta accomplish his purpose 
by degrees^ withdrew tfast ^rening an im- 
portant part of his dress^ and substituted 
the new article of raiment in its stead. 
Peroeivrag tbat this pasted totally writb- 
oiit notioei ;he next ventured on the waist* 
coaty aod. last upoii the eqaiu When fully 
metamorphosed, and arrayed for the first 
time ia his life in a decent dress, they did 
irtiserve, that the Dominie seemed to have 
sodi^ iddititifict a;nd ' embarrassing con« 
sck»sii«ss that a change had taken place 
upon his outward man. Whenever they 
observed this dubious e^Cpression gather 
upon his eountenance, a^etompanied with 
a glaiK^/ that filed n^w upon the sleeve 
of his eoat, now Upon the knees of his 
hreecbes, wberd^he probably missed some 
antique patching and darning, which, be- 
ing executed with blue thread upon a 
Mack ground^ had somewhat the e#ect of 
embrbidery, they always took care to tura 
his attention into some other <:hannel, un- 
til his garments, ^' by the aid of use, clea- 
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ved to their mould." The only remaiic he 
was ever known to make upon the aubjectt 
was, that '^ the air of a town, like Kippte- 
tringan, seemed favourable unto wearing 
apparel/ for he thought hia coat looked- 
almost as new as the first day he put it on^ 
which was when he went to stand trial for 
his licence as a preacher,'^ 

When he heard the liberal proposal of 
Colonel Mannering, he first turned a jea- 
lous and doubtful glance towards Miss 
Bertram, as if he suspected that the pro- 
ject involved their separation ; but when 
Mr Mac-Morlan hastened to explain that 
she would be a guest at Woodbourne for 
some time, he rubbed his huge hands to- 
gether, and burst into a portentous sort 
of chuckle, like that of the Afrite in the 
tale of Caliph Vathek, After this unusual 
explosion of satisfaction, he remained quite 
passive in all the' rest of the transaction. 

It had been settled that Mr and Mrs 
Mac-Morlan should take possession of the 

2 
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house a few days before Mannering's arri- 
val» both to put every thing in perfect or- 
deff and to make the transference of Miss 
Bertram's residence from their family to 
his as easy and delicate as possible. Ac- 
cordingly, in the beginning of the month 
of December, the party were settled at 
Woodbourne. 
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<!HAPTER XX. 



'^* 'A gipittic geaiua^ fit to gi»pple with whole IRifianea.'' 

BOSWVI'L'3 Xl/e e^ JOHKS0N. 



/The appointed day arrived, when the 
Colonel and Miss Manhering were expect* 
ed at Woodbourne. The hour was fast 
approaehingy and the ; little * circ^e within 
doors had each their separate subjects of 
auxietjr. Mac-Morlan naturally desired 
to attach to himself the patronage and 
coun tenant of a person of Mannering^s 
wealth ;atid consequence. He was aware, 
from, his knowledge of mankindi that 
Mannermg» though generous and benevo* 
lent, had tlie foible of expecting and ex* 
acting a minute compliance Mrith his du 
rections. He was therefore racking hh 
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recollection to discover if every thing had 
been arranged to meet the Colonel's 
wishes and instructions, and, under this 
uncertainty of mind, he traversed the 
house more than once from the garret to 
the stables. Mrs Mac-Morlan revolved 
in a lesser prbit, comprehending the 
dining parlour, housekeeper's room, and 
kitchen. She was only afraid that the 
dinner might be spoiled, to the discre- 
dit of her housewifely accoihpliriuiients. 
Even the usual passiveness of the Domi- 
nie was so far disturbed, that he twice 
went to the window, which looked out 
upon the avenue, and twice exclaimed, 
" Why tarry the wheels of their chariot?" 
Lucy, the most quiet of the expectants, 
had her own melancholy thoughts. She 
was now about to be con^gned to the 
charge,' almost tO' the benevolence, of 
strangers, with wliose character, though 
hitherto very amiably displayed, -she was 
bat imperfectly acquainted. The mo- 
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tnentSy therefore/ of ^suspense passed an- 
xiously and heavily* 

At leagth the trampling of horses, and 
4:he sound of wheels, were heard. The 
servantSi who had already arrived, drew 
up in the hall to receive their master and 
mistress, with an importance SLtidxmpresse^ 
ttient, which, to Lucy, who had never 
been accustomed to society, or firitnessed 
what is called the manners of the great^ 
had something alarming. Mac-Morala 
went to the door to receive the master 
and mistress of the family, and ip a few 
moments they were in the drawing-room. 

Mannering» who had travelled as usual 
on horseback, entered with his daughter 
hanging upon his arm. She was of the 
jniddle size, or rather less, but formed 
with much elegance,; piercing dark eyes, 
and jet-black hair of great length, corre- 
sponded with the vivacity and intelligence 
.of features, in which were blended a lit- 
tle haughtiness, and a little bashfulnes^ a 
great deal of shrewdness, and some power 

VOL. I. o 
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of humorous sarcasm. " I shall not like 
her/' was the re^sult of !)L<ucy Bertram's 
first glance ;. ** and yet I rather think I 
shall/' was the thought excited by the 
second. 

Miss Mannering was furred and man- 
tled up to the throat against the severity 
.of the weather; the Colonel in his military 
great coat. He bowed to Mrs Mac-Mor* 
Ian, whom his daughter also acknowledged 
with a fashionable courtesy^ not dropped 
so low as at all to incommode her person. 
The Colonel then led his daughter up to 
Miss Bertram, and, taking the hand of 
the latter, with an air of great kindness, 
and almost paternal affection, he said, 
" Julia, this is the young lady whom I 
hope our good friends have prevailed on 
, to honour our house with a long visit. I 
shall be much gratified indeed if you can 
render Woodbourne as pleasant to Miss 
Bertram, as jilUangowan was to me when 
I firs| came as a wanderer into this coun* 
try/' 
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The young lady curtsied acquiescence* 
and took her new friends hand. Man- 
Tiering now turned his eye upon the Do- 
minie, who had made bows since his en- 
trance into the room, sprawling out his 
leg, and bending his back like an auto- 
maton, which continues to repeat the 
same movement until the motion is stop- 
ped by the artist. " My good friend, Mr 
Sampson/' — said Mannering, introducing 
him to his daughter, and darting at the 
same time a reproving glance at the dam- 
sel, notwithstanding lie had himself some 
disposition to join her too obvious inclina* 
tion to risibility : ^^ This gentleman, Julia, 
is to put my books in order when they 
arrive, and I expect to derive great ad- 
vantage from his extensive learning.'* 

'' I am sure we are obliged to the gen- 
tleman, papa, and, to borrow a ministerial 
mode of giving thanks, I shall never for- 
get the extraordinary countenance he has 
been pleased to shew us.— But, Mr^s Ber- 
tram," continued she hastily, for her fa- 
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thcr's brows began to datken, *' we hav^c 
travelled a good way,— will you permit^me 
to retire before dinner r" 

This intimation dispersed all the com* 
pany, save the Dominie, who, having no 
idea of dressing but when he was to rise, 
or of undressing but' when he meant' to go 
to bed, remained by himself, chewing the 
cud of a mathematical demonstration, until 
the company again assembled in the draw- 
ing-room, and from thence adjourned to 
the dining-parlour* 

When the day was concluded. Manner- 
ing took an opportunity to hold a mi- 
nute's conversation .with his. daughter in 
• .private. 

"How do you like your guests, Julia ?'* 

"0, Miss Bertram of all things — but 
this is a most original parson* — why, dear 
'fiir, no human being will be able to look 
at him without laughing.'^ . 

** While he is under my roof, Julia, everj 
4>ne must learn tp do so." 
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*' Lord, papa^ ttie very footmen could' 
not keep their gravity r 

"Tbeij let them strip off my livery, and 
laugh at their leisure. Mr Sampson is a 
rpan whom I esteem for his simplicity and 
benevolence of character/' 

*^ O, I am eonvinced o^ his generosity 
too/ said this liyely lady ; " he ca^notlTft 
a spoonful of soup to his mouth withoul^ 
bestowing a share on every thing round." 

** Julia, you. are incorrigible; — but re- 
member, I expect your mirth on this sub* 
ject shall be under such- restraint, that it 
shall neither offend this worthy man's 
feelings, nor those of Miss Bertram^ wha 
may be more apt to feel upon his account 
than he on his own. And so, good night, 
my dear, and recollect, that though Mr 
Sampson has not sacrificed to the graces, 
there are many things in this world more 
truly deserving of ridicule than either 
awkwardness of manners or simplicity of 
character." — 

In a day or two Mr and Mrs Mac-Mor- 
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laa left Woodbournei after taking an af- 
fectionate farewell of their late guest. 
The household were now settled in their 
new quarters. The young ladies followed 
their studies and amusements together. 
Colonel Mannering was agreeably sur- 
prised to find that Miss Bertram was well 
skilled in French and ItaliaOi thanks to 
tlie assiduity of Dominie Sam{>son, whose 

• 

labour had silently possessed him of most 
modern as well as ancient languages. Of 
itiusic she knew little or nothing, but her 
new friend undertook to give her lessons; 
in exchange for which, she learned from 
Lucy the hahit of waf king, and the art of 
riding, and the courage necessary to defy 
the season. Mannering was careful to 
substttnte for their amusement in the 
evening such books as might convey some 
solid instruction with entertainment, and, 
as he read aloud with great skill and 
taste, the winter nights passed pleasantly 
away. 
. * Society was quickly fcwrmed where there 



GU7 MANNERING. 319 

• 

were so many inducements. Most of the 
families of the neighbourhood visited Co- 
looel Mannering, and he was soon able to 
select from among them such as best suit- 
ed his taste and habits. Charles Hazle- 
wood held a distinguished place in his. fa- 
vour, and was a frequent visitor, not with- 
out the consent and approbation of his 
parents ; £or there was no knowing, they 
thought, what assiduous attention niiglit 
produce, and the beautiful Miss MUnoer- 
ing, with an Indian fortune, was a prize 
worth looking after. Dazzled with such a 
prospect, they never considered the risk^ 
which had once been some object of their 
apprehensk>n, that his boyish and inconsi- 
derate fancy might; form an attachment to 
the pennyless Lucy vBertram, who had no- 
thing on earth to recommend her, but a^ 
pretty face, good birth, and a most ami- 
able disposition. Mannering was more 
prudent. He considered himself acting as- 
Miss Bertram's guardian, and, while he did 
not think it incumbent upon him altogc^ 
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ther to check her intercourse with a young 
gentleman for whom, excepting in wealth, 
she was a match in every respect, he laid 
it under such insensible restraints as 
might prevent any engagement or eclair- 
cissement taking place utitU the young 
man should have seen a little more of life 
and of the world, and have iEittained that 
age when he might be considered as en-^ 
titled to judge for himself iti the matter 
in which his happiness was chici^y inte- 
rested. 

While these matters engaged the atten- 
tion of the other members of the Wood* 
bourne family, Dominie Sampson was- en- 
gaged, body and soul, in the arrangenvent 
of the late bishop's library/which had been 
sent from Liverpool by sea^ and conveyed 
by thirty or forty carts from the sea-port 
at which it was landed. Sampson's joy 
at beholding the ponderous contents bf 
these chests arranged upon the floor of 
the apartment, from whence he was to 
transfer them to the shelves, baffled all 
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description. He grinned like an ogre, 
swung his arms like the sails of a wind- 
mill, shouted '^ prodigious" till the roof 
rung to his raptures. ** He had never,** he 
said, *^ seen so many books together, ex- 
cept in the College Library ;" /and now 
his dignity and delight in being super- 
intendant of the collection, raised him, 
in his own opinion^ almost to the rank of 
the academical libra?ia0, whom he had af* 
ways regarded. as the greatest and hap- 
piest man on earth. Neither were his 
transports diminished upon a hasty ex- 
aipination of thie contents of these vo- 
lumes. Some, indeed, of belle? lettres, 
poemS) plays, or memoirs, he tossed indig- 
pautly aside, with the implied censure of 
" psha," or */ frivolous;'* but the greater 
and bulkier part . of the collection bore a 
^ very different character. The deceased 
prelate, a divine of the old and deeply- 
learned cast, had loaded his shelves with 
yolumes which displayed the antique and 

2 
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venerable attributes so happily described 
by a modern poet ; 

That weigkt of wood, with leaAern coat o'eilaid, 

TihMO aioid^ datpt of «oUd oietal made, 

Tbe close-pren'd leaves unclosed for many an age, 

The dull red odging of the well'filPd page. 

On the broad back the stubborn ridges roird«. 

Where yet the title stands in tamish'd goUL 

Books of theology and controversial 
divinity, commentariesi and polyglots, 
sets of the fathers, and sermons, which 
might each furnish forth ten brief dis* 
courses of modern date, books of science, 
ancient and modern, classical authors in 
their best and rarest forms ; such formed 
the late bishop's venerable library, and 
over such the eye of Dominie Sampson 
gloated with rapture. He entered them 
in the catalogue in his best running hand^ 
forming each letter with the accuracy of a 
lover writing a valentine, and placed each 
individually on the destined shelf with 
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all the reverence which I have seen a 
lady pay to a jar of old china. With all 
^is zeal his labours advanced slowly. He 
often opened a volume when half-way 
up the library steps, fell upon some in- 
teresting passage, and| without shifting 
his inconvenient posture, continued im- 
mersed in the fascinating perusal until 
the servant pulled him by the skirts to 
assure him that dinner waited* He then 
repaired to the parlour, bolted his food 
down his capacious throat in squares of 
three inches, answered aye and no at ran- 
dom to whatever question was asked at 
him, and again hurried back to the libra- 
TYf so soon as his napkin was removed, 

** How happily the days 
Of Thalaba weat by 1*^ 

And having thus left the principal cha- 
racters of our tale in a situation, which, 
being sufficiently comfortable to them- 
selves, is, of course, utterly uninteresting 
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to the reader, we take up the history of 
a person who has as yet only been named, 
and who has all the interest that uncer- 
tainty and misfortune can give. 



1 
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CHAPTER XXL 

• What mftt thoui Wise-One ^-that all powerful Love 
Can fortune's strong impediments remove ; 
"Not is it strange that worth should wed to worthy 
The pride of genius with the pride of birth. 

Crabbed 

V. Brown— I will not give at full length 
his thrice unhappy name — ^bad been from 
infancy a ball for fortune to spurn at ; but 
nature had given him that elasticity of 
mind which rises higher from the rebound. 
His form was tall, manly, and active, and 
his. features corresponded with his per- 
son ; for, although far from regular, they 
had an expression of intelligence and good 
humour, and when he spoke, or was parti- 
cularly animated, might be decidedly pro- 
nounced interesting. His manner indicated 
a good deal the military profession which 
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had been his choice^ and in which he had 
now attained the rank of captain, the per« 
son who succeeded Colonel Mannering in 
bis command having laboured to repair 
the injustice which BrUwn had sustained 
by that gentleman's prejudice against him. 
But this, as well as hw Uberatioafram cap« 
tivity, had taken place after Mannering 
had left India, Brown followed at no 
distant periods his regiment being recalled 
home. His first enquiry was after the 
family of Mannering^ and, easily learning 
their route northward, he followed it with 
the purpose of remming his addresses to 
Julia. With her father he deemed he had 
no measures to keep ; for, ignorant of the 
more venomous belief which had been in- 
stilled into the Colonel's mind, he regarded 
him as an oppressive aristocrat, who had 
used his power as a commanding officer to 
deprive him of the preferment due to his 
behaviour, and who had fdrced upon him 
a personal quarrel without any better rea- 
son than his attentions to a pretty youxng 
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^w^cHnan, agreeable to bers^If, and permit^ 
ted and countenanced by her mother. He 
Mras determined, therefope, to take no re« 
jection unless from the young lady bepself, 
believing that the heavy misfortunes of his 
painful wound and imprisofiment were di« 
rect injuries received from the father, 
which might dispense with his using much 
ceremony towards hitn. How far his 
scheme had succeeded when his nocturn- 
al visit was discovered by Mr MerryUi our 
readers are already informed. 

Upon this unpleasant occurrence) Cap- 
tain Brown absented himself from the inn 
in which he had resided under the name 
of Dawson, so that Colonel Mannerieg^g 
attempts to discover and trace him were 
unavailing. He resolved, however, that 
no difficulties should prevent his continu- 
ing his enterprise, while Julia left him a 
ray of hope. The interest he had secured 
in her bosom was such as she had beAa 
unable to conceal from him, and with all 
the eourage of romantic gallantry he dt^^ 

12 
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termined upon perseverance. But we be- 
lieve tha reader will be as well pleased to 
learn his mode of thinking and intentions 
from his own communication to his special 
friend and confidant, Captain Delaserre, a 
S\viss gentleman, who had a company in 
his regiment. 

Extract. 
'' Let me hear from you soon, dear De« 
laserre. — Hemember I can learn nothing 
about regimental affairs but through your 
friendly medium, and I long to kiiow what 
has become of Ayre*s court-martial, and 
whether Elliot gets the majori.ty; also 
how. recruiting comes on, and how the 
young officers like the mess. Of bur kind 
friend) the Lieutenant-Colonel, I need ask 
<■ nothing; I saw him as I passed through 
Nottingham, happy in the bosom of hU 
family. What a happiness it is, Philip, 
£oT us poor devils, that we have a little 
resting-place between the camp and the 
grave, if vfe can man,age to escape disease^ 



and steel, and lead, and the effectsof hard 
living. A retired old soldier is always a. 
graceful and respected character — he gninrr* 
bles a little now and tben^ but then his is 
licensed murmuring— ^were a lawyer, or a 
physician, or a clergyman, to breathe 
a complaint of hard luck or want of pre- 
ferment, a hundred tongues would blame' 
his ow^ incapacity as the cause.- But the 
most. stupid veteran that ever faultered 
outthe thrice-told taile of asiegeanda battle^ 
and a cock and a bottle, is listened toVitIr 
sympathy and reverence when he shakeshisr 
thin locks, and talks with indignation of 
the boys that are put over his head. And^ 
you and I, Delaserre, foreigners- both, — 
foe what am L the better that I was origi- 
nally a Scotchman, since, could I prove 
my descent, the English would hardly ac- 
knowledge me a countryman? — we may 
. boast that we have fought out onr prefer- 
ment, and gained that by the sword which 
we had not money to compass otherwise. 
The English are a wise people. While they 
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praise themselves md affect to underva- 
Itte all other nations^ they leave us, lucki- 
ly, trap-doors and back*doors open, by 
which we strangerSi less favoured by oa^ 
tiirOi may arrive at a share of their advan^ 
tages. And thus they are^ in some re-* 
spectSt J ike a boastful landlord, who exalta 
the valtt6 and flavour of his six-years-.old 
mutton, while be is delighted to dispense 
a shaM of it to all the company. In shorlv 
you, whose proud family,^ and I, whose 
hard fate, made us soldiers ef fortune^ 
have the pleasant recollection, that^i&the 
British service, atop where we may upon 
our career, it is only far want of money to 
pay the turnpike, and not from our being 
prohibited to travel the road. If, there-* 
fore, you can persuade little Weischel to 
come into ours, for God's sake let him buy 
the ensigncy, live prudently, miiMl his^ 
duty, and trust to the Sites for promo- 
tion. 

" And now, I hope you are expiring 
with curiosity to learn the end of my ro- 
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mance. I told you I had deemed it con- 
venient to make a few days tour on foot 
among the mountains of Westmoreland, 
vith Dudley, a young English artisti with 
Mr horn I have formed some acquaintance. 
A fine fellow this, you must know^ Dela« 
serre«--4ie paints tolerablyi draws beauti* 
fully, converses well, and plays charming* 
ly on the flute ; and, though thus well en« 
titled to be a coxcomb of talent, is, in 
fiELct, a modest unpretending young man« 
Upon our return from our little iour, I 
learned that the ^emy had^ bcfsn recos* 
noitring. Mr Mervyn'6 barge had crossed 
the lake, I was informed by my landlord, 
with the squire himself and a visitor. 
* What sort of person, landlord ?' 
^ Why, he was a dark officeivlooking 
mon, at they called colonel — Squoire Mer- 
vyn questioned me as close as bad I been 
at sizes—I had a guess, Mr Dawson* (I told 
you that was my feigned name)-^*But 
I tould him nought of your vagaries, and 
going out a-laking in the mere anoigbtfi— 
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Bot I— an I can make no sport Tse spoil 
none— and' Sq^oire Mervyn's as cross a» 
poy*crust too, mon — ^he's aye maundering 
an any guests but land beneath his house^ 
though it be marked for the fourth .istatioi^ 
in the Survey. Noa^ noa^e^en let un smell 
things out o' themselves for Joe Hod« 
gesc'- — ^ 

** You wilt allow there was nothing for 
jtafter thisy but paying hone9t Joe Hodges^ 
bill, and departing, unless I had preferred 
makdi^ him myoonfidanti forwhichlfeltr 
in n0 shape inclined. Sesides, I learned 
that our ei-deoant colonel was on full re«- 
treat for Scotland,^ carrying off poor Julia 
along with him. I understand from those 
who conduct the heavy baggage, that lie 
takes his winter quarters at a place called 

Woodboume, in shire in Scotland. 

He will be all on the alert just now^ so I 
must let him enter his entrenchments 
without any new ^larm. And then, my 
good colonel, to whom I owe so many 
grateful thanks, pray look to your defence. 
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^' I protest to you, Delaserrc, I often 
thickk there is a little contradictioit* eitters 
into the ardour of my pursuit I think I 
would rather bring this haughty insulting 
man to the necessity of calling his daugh- 
ter Mrs Brown, than I would wed her with 
^his full consent, and witli the king'« per- 
.mission to change my name for the stile 
and arms of Mannering, though his whole 
fortune went with them. There is only 
oner circumstance that chills me a little — 
Julia is young and romantic. I would not 
willingly .hurry her into a step which her 
;jiper years ./might disapprove — no ; — nor 
would I like to have her upbraid me, were 
At but with a glance of her eye, with ha- 
lving ruined her fortunes--far less give her " 
.reason to say, as some have not been slow 
-to tell their lords, that, bad I left her time I 
'for consideration, she would have been wi- 
-ser and done better. No, Delaserre — this 
-must not be. The picture presses close up- j 
• on me> because I am aware a girl in Julia's 
^situation .has .no distinct and precise idea 
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of th€ yaltie of the sacrifice sbe makes. 
Ske knows difficulties only by name, and if 
ske thinks of love and a farm, it is ^fernit 
cmfe, such as is only to be found in poetic 
description, or in the park of a gentleman 
of twelve thousand a-year. Sbe would be 
ill prepared for the privations of that real 
Swiss cottage we have so often talked of, 
and for the difficulties which must ne- 
cessarily surround us even before we at- 
tained that haven* This must be a point 
clearly ascertained Although Julia's beau- 
ty and playful tendemeiss have made an 
impression on my heart never to be era- 
sed, I will be satisfied that she perfectly 
understands the advantages she foregoes, 
before she sacrifices tl^m for my sake. 

** Am I too proud, Delaserre, when 1 
trust that even this trial may terminate 
favourably to my wishes ?— Am I too vain 
when I suppose, that the few personal qua- 
lities which I possess, with means of com- 
petence however moderate, and the deter- 
mination of consecrating my life to her 
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happiness, may make amends for all I 
must call upon her to forego ? Or will a 
difference of dress, of atteadancCy of stile, 
as it is called, of the power of shifting at 
pleasure the scenes in which she seeks 
amusement, — ^will these outweigh, in her 
estimation, the prospect of domestic hap« 
piness^ and the interchange of unafaating 
affection i I say nothing of her father ;-^ 
his good and evil qualities are so strangely 
mingled^ that the former are neutralized 
by the latter, and that which she must re- 
^^retas a daughter is so much blended with 
Tvhat she would gladly escape from, that I 
place the separation of the father ami child 
3,s a circumstance which weighs little in 
her remarkable case. Meantime I keep up 
my spirits as I may. I have incurred too 
many hardships and difficulties to be pre- 
•sumptuous or confident in success, and I 
have been too often and too wonderfully 
extricated from them to be despondent. 

'^ I wish you saw this country. I think 
the scenery would delight you, At least 
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It oft£n brings to my recdllection your 
glowing descriptions of your native coun* 
try. To mc in a great measure it has the 
charm of novelty. Of the Scottish liills, 
though bom among ttiem, as I have ai- 
ways oeen assured, I have hnt an rndis- 
tinct recollection. Indeed my memory 
rather dwells upon the blank which my 
youthful mind experienced in gazing on 
the levels of the isle of Zealand than on 
any thing which preceded that feeling, 
but I. am confident, from that sensation, as 
well as from the recollections which prece- 
ided it, that hills and rocks have been fa- 
miliar to me at an early period, and that 
though aow only remembered by contrast, 
and by the blank which I felt while gazing 
around for them in vain, they must have 
made an indelible impression on my infant 
Smagination. I remember when we first 
mounted that celebrated pass in the Mysore 
country, while most of the others felt only 
awe and astonishment at the height and 
grandeur of the scenery, I rather shared 
your feelings and those of Cameron, whose 
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admiration of these wild rocks was blend* 
ed with familiar love, derived from (early 
association. Despite my Dutch educa-^ 
tion, a blue hill to me is as a friend, and a 
roaring torrent like, the sound of a domes- 
tic song that has soothed my infancy. I 
never felt the impulse so strongly as in this 
land of lakes and mountains, and nothing 
grieves me so much as that the duty pre* 
yentis your being with me in my nume- 
rous excursions among its recesses. Some 
drawings I have attempted, but I succeed 
vilely — Dudley, on the contrary, draws 
delightfully, with that rapid touch which 
seems lik^ magic, while I labour and 
botch, and make this too heavy, and that 
too light, and produce at last a base cari- 
cature. 1 must stick to the flageolet, for 
music is the only one of the fine arts 
which deigns to acknowledge me. 

" Did you know that Colonel Manner- 
ing was a draughtsman ?— I believe not, for 
he scorned to display his accomplishments 
to the view of a subaltern. He draws. 

VOL. r. B 
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beautifully however. Since he and Julia 
left Mervyn Hall, Dudley was sent for 
there. The squire, it seems, wanted a set 
of drawings made up, of which Manner- 
ing had done the first four, but was inter* 
rupted, by his hasty departure, in his pur- 
pose of completing them. Dudley sayS 
he has seldom seen any thing so masterly, 
though slight ,* and each had attached to 
it a short poetical description. Is Saul, 
you will say, among the prophets^ Co- 
lonel Manner ing write poetry !— Why, 
surely this man must have taken all the 
pains to conceal his accomplishments that 
others do to display theirs. How proud 
and unsociable he appeared among us — 
how little disposed to enter into any con- 
versation which could become generally 
interesting !~And then his attachment to 
that unworthy Archer, so much below him 
in every respect ; and all this, because he 
was the. brother of Viscount Archerfield, 
a poor Scottish peer! I think if Archer 
had longer survived the wounds in the af- 



eVY MANNERING. 99$ 

fair of Guddybpram, he would have told 
aomething that might havevthrown light 
upon the inconsistencies of this singular 
man's character. He repeated to me more 
than once, ' I have that to say which will 
alter your hard opinion of our late Colo- 
nel' But death pressed him too hard ; and 
if he owed me any atonement, which some 
of his expressions seemed to imply, he 
died before it could be made. 

*^ I propose, to make a farther excursion 
through this country while this fine frosty 
weather serves, and Dudley, almostasgood 
a walker as myself, goes with me for some 
part of the way. We part on the borders 
of Cumberland, when he must return to 
his lodging in Marybone, up three pair of 
stairs, and labour at what he calls the 
commercial part of his profession. There 
cannot, he says, be such a difference be* 
twixt atiy two portions of existence, as 
between that in which the artist, if an 
enthusiast, collects the subjects of his 
drawings, and that which must necessari* 
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ly lie dedicated to turning oter his port^ 
folio, and exhibiting them to the provo- 
king indifference, or more provoking cri^ 
ticiam, of fashionable amateurs* * During 
the summer of my year/ says Dudley, ^ I 
am as free as a wild Indian^ enjoying my^ 
self at libei;ty amid the grandest scenes of 
nature; while, during my winters and 
^>rings^ I am not only cabbined, cribbed, 
and confined in a miserable garret, but 
cpndemned to as intolerable subservience 
to the humour of others, and to as indif- 
ferent company, as if I were a literal gal- 
ley-slave/ I have promised him your ac- 
quaintance, Delaserre; you will be de- 
lighted with his specimens of art, and he 
with your Swiss fanaticism for mountains 
and torrents. 

" When I lose Dudley's company> I am 
informed that I can easily enter Scotland 
by stretching across a wild country in the 
upper part of Cumberland; and that route 
I shall follow, to give the Colonel time to 
pitch his camp ere I reconnoitre his posi* 
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tion. — Adieu! Delaserre — I shall hardl]?^ 
find another opportunity of writing tiU I 
f each Scotland." 
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